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be free?" 

Jason imagines himself among the gods in ancient Greece. 
He likes playing the role of Jason in search of the Golden 
Fleece. He sees himself with Medea and pictures himself as 
another Alexander the Great, the great king of Macedonia, 
with Medea as his Roxana. 

Everyday Jason works his way through piles of books, 
finding fodder for his next discussion with the three sisters 
that evening. 

"Tonight, we celebrate," Song announces. 

"We have studied enough," Meditation declares. 

"Eat, drink and be merry." Memory laughs out loud. 

The house servants bring in food and drink, and the music 
begins. The girls provide their own accompaniment. Memory 
plays the flute; Meditation is on the drums; and Song strokes 
her lyre. After the performance finishes, they dig into the 
Greek victuals, a sumptuous assortment of goat meat, 
olives, dates, and wine. The slaves look on with 
contemptuous amusement as all three daughters vie for 
Jason's attention. 

That evening Song retires to bed early. Jason remains in 
the company of Memory and Meditation, who entice Jason to 
join them in the inner chambers for an evening repast. It 
starts innocently enough with the recitation of poetry but 



ends up in the consumption of high-octane nectar that the 
slaves bring by the bucketful. 

"Why not stay with us for a menage de trios? But, you 
must understand, we are political lesbians, like Julia. That 
keeps us on an even keel. Never mind that. Our purpose is to 
school you in the fine points of real love, and for that reason 
we think that before you join in, you should first watch and 
to listen to the sweet nothings that are shared between two 
committed women. But, listen carefully. There is to be no 
penetration. Remember, if it moves, we will fondle it, but if it 
disappears, all bets are off." 

And so begins the polymorphous perverse rolling romp of 
Memory and Meditation, with Jason eagerly following the 
trajectory of their breasts and limbs. They place a garland 
around Jason's neck and grab at his extended member to 
force him to submit. This sexual merry-go-round goes on 
until the three crumple in exhaustion. 

Later, Jason tells Medea about the attention he is getting. 
"All three of the sisters are falling for me in one way or 
another. What do you suggest?" 

"That is fine with me. You can have your pick. Who knows, 
perhaps one of them will wind up being your wife. You have 
to let things play out, but keep your feelings to yourself. Do 
not let them know what is happening between us. You must 
become sophisticated if you are to survive here." 

* 


Jason is used to the routine. Medea travels to and fro 
Elysium and the Sky House, dividing her time equally 
between her Greek and Goth worlds. When in Elysium, she 



usually meets Jason in private to discuss the Daytrain trade. 
This time she mentions Pharmakia, the Greek pusher she 
had hired to replace Eric, extolling his success in expanding 
Daytrain usage outside of the Polis. Jason remembers 
meeting him through Eric and does not like him very much. 

Jason is happy to be removed from the world of Daytrain 
pushers. After all, he has become a gentleman. He has 
learned to speak with a more refined accent. He has become 
more meticulous in his habits and dress. His years with the 
Goths seem far away. 

But for all his recently acquired gentility, Jason's former 
skills and habits as a hacker become increasingly useful in 
overseeing the day-to-day operations of Elysium. He makes 
his daily rounds on the fields to make sure that the 
preparation for the crops is on schedule and that tractors 
and trucks, as well as tilling and harvesting equipment, are 
in good repair. His tall stature and silent stare are effective 
in keeping the slaves in line. Copious quantities of Daytrain 
continue to ensure their harmony and compliance with the 
order of the household. Following Medea's advice, he 
exercises droit du seigneur with the female slaves to ensure 
future population growth. His current libidinous approach 
differs from his Bionican days when persuasion was enough. 
In these more civilized circumstances, his brutality is visited 
upon the lowly field women who sometimes refuse to 
comply. All too often, the sobs of the women he has raped 
puncture the still of the night untempered by the gaiety 
inside the stately Elysium. 


* 


Every time Medea returns, she and Jason go over and over 
the details of household matters and the running of the 



plantation. Jason rarely mentions his son. Medea knows that 
Jason has stopped going out of his way to spend quality time 
with his son, although he continues the morning routine of 
teaching children at the school. She notices that Pericles is 
barely aware of his father and expects little from him. Jason 
stares at her blankly every time she prods him to spend 
more time with the growing boy. 

One fine day, Jason sees Medea after leaving the school, 
where the three sisters continue with the lessons. 

"How are things going with your three admirers?" 

"We have had some very useful conversations," Jason tries 
to make it sound like all business. Medea rolls her eyes. 

" Conversations? Is that what you kids are calling it these 
days? So, I see you are coming along quite nicely; soon you 
will be the darling of the Greek world. You already have all 
the tongues of Polis wagging with your entrapment of their 
three most coveted daughters," Medea tells him with a 
nudge-nudge, wink-wink. But she is only joking as she 
settles in to retire for the night with her boy lover. 

That following morning Medea jabs Jason in the chest. 
"The three daughters have taught you well. You have 
become quite the lady's man, and your mastery of sweet 
nothings is phenomenal. You no longer make love like a 
Goth, but that is not what I want to talk to you about. There 
is an upcoming opportunity at the Macedonian Society for 
you to give a talk. I have told them that you will speak for 
them. And so now we need to work on that." 

Medea helps Jason develop a speech that she calls, "The 
Ontology of Knowledge" that integrates Jason's knowledge 
of Bionica with his experiences among the Goths and 
Greeks. 



A day later is the dry run with Medea taking notes. Jason 
clears his throat and begins, "Dear Colleagues. There is so 
much to know, but a human being can only focus on 
knowledge incrementally. Humans aggregate experience as 
fragile memories over a lifetime, but they can only 
understand what they know by translating ideas into 
action." 


"The ancient Greeks," Jason says with emphasis, 
"understood that human beings like to pursue knowledge for 
its own sake. They thought that this made sense. They 
talked about truth and beauty; they celebrated the human 
form. They underscored the importance of balance and 
proportion, but in the end they also understood the 
downside of pursuing knowledge only for its own sake." 

"Socrates gave up his life in the pursuit of knowledge," 
Jason says with emphasis. 

Medea interrupts. "I would not talk too much about 
Socrates we know too much already about his pursuit of 
young boys. There are still those who believe children 
should be off limits and those who believe that taking young 
lovers is for the greater social good. To be safe, you had 
better stick to the Stoics." 

Jason sticks to the Stoics, emphasizing duty more than 
beauty. He contrasts the wise and temperate Stoics to the 
Bionicans and their preoccupation with useless data and the 
Goths with their love of unbridled force. 

Fully prepped by Medea, Jason gives his talk at the 
Macedonian Society where it is well received. Medea 
applauds him. People want to know him. 

"Like I told you, you are getting to be quite the man about 
the Polis," Medea teases him. 



The Greek idea of beauty and form appeals to Jason. In his 
mind's eye, he sees white alabaster Greek statues whose 
revolving hands reach out to the deep blue sky. As the 
statues revolve, the blinding flash of the sun reveals new 
gestures and expressions trying to tell him something. As he 
tires of these reveries, the heroic Greek statutes turn into 
naked Bionicans dancing in a wild frenzy. 

Jason is taken aback, horrified by the Bionican images. He 
does not understand the connection between Apollo and 
Dionysus. He wants to forget his association with Bionica. 

Medea brings him back to the moment. "You are becoming 
a bit too concerned with your lecture and its impression. Do 
not become too boring, or you will force me to find myself a 
real Goth as my lover." 


* 


On their day off from teaching school, the three sisters 
take Jason along on field trips to local museums in the Polis. 

Meditation brags, "We are justifiably proud of our local 
libraries and museums. What great exhibits and special 
collections! Where shall we go first?" 

"We have so much stuff from every culture and from every 
time," Memory says with a laugh. "There are collections of 
art and anti-art. We have exhibits on holistic health, world 
religions, insects, architecture, psychology, early computing 
machines, gadgets, marketing. . ." 

"I once went to the exhibit on Xtreme Marketing," Jason 
blurts out. 



Memory gives a knowing nod. "Xtreme Marketing, ah yes, 
Xtremus, that is an important one because it helps us 
understand the waning of civilization. But you know we 
have to look ahead, and we must not be distracted by the 
past." 

"Keep your eyes on the prize," Song laughs. 

"There is an eternal wellspring of inspiration in our Greek 
civilization. Meditation intones seriously, "First, study the 
original sages to keep things clean and simple." 

"But does that not make us very unoriginal?" Song points 
out. 

Memory disagrees, "Originality is not the point. It is truth 
and beauty. Much that came after Ancient Greece was 
corrupted by religion and sentimentality." 

"Originality is habit forming whereas truth and beauty are 
eternal," Meditation chuckles. "Why do we not go the 
current exhibit on 20th Century art?" 

Memory and Song agree, and so they head off to the 
Palace of Culture where an exhibit on 20th Century art just 
opened. Jason and the three sisters proceed through the 
massive Corinthian pillars to enter the impressive museum. 
As they walk through the galleries, Meditation and Memory 
engage in a running critique of the art on display while Song 
keeps her gaze on Jason to see how he reacts. 

"Art got out of hand," Meditation says as she starts things 
off. 

"A lot of 20th Century culture was drug-inspired," Memory 
adds. 



"You mean money-inspired." Meditation replies. Meditation 
and Memory continue with their banter. 

Memory looks up and says emphatically, "And then they 
threw the baby out with the bathwater." 

"Figuratively or literally?" Meditation asks. No one answers 
her and so she offers up her perennial explanation, "It began 
when the modernists ignored the grand masters." 

Memory bites her lips. "After the grand masters, artists 
tried to save us with movements and fads - the 'isms' - 
Impressionism, Fauvism, Expressionism. Then they mucked 
about with form - Futurism, Cubism, Abstract 
Expressionism." 

"Yes, they even had something called Minimalism. Boy was 
that original!" snarls Meditation. 

Meditation lowers her voice with authority. "Less is more. It 
was all about getting down to basics." 

"That is true, more or less," Memory adds. 

"Then came Post-modernism," says Meditation 

"Conceptual art!" shrieks Song in delight. 

"And Post-post modernism that the artists then turned into 
Neo-modernism." They all laugh. 

Meditation lowers her voice inviting Memory's response. 
"And before anyone knew it, the artist had made everything 
art." 

"Those that resisted protested. Art must become anti-art , 
they yelled," Memory responds. 



"Together at last, art and commerce, finally inseparable. 
Viva Warhol!" warbles Song. 

"Art and technology," they say in unison. 

"Art and commerce." 

Meditation takes a deep breath and says as if knowing 
something profound, "And when it was all over, and when 
art was truly dead, the computers took over." 

"Digital art got out of hand. So much became too much," 
Memory adds. 

"Yin-yang," sings Song, 

"So that is why, in a nutshell, we were thrown back to 
ancient Greece and Rome, back to where Western 
civilization began." Meditation says, clapping her hands 
together in glee. 

She suggests, "Why do we not look at some religious art. 
And so they walk to a gallery that contains paintings 
depicting Madonna and Baby Jesus and the crucifixion. Song 
notices that Jason has become restless looking at these. She 
suggests that they go to the museum cafe for a bite to eat, 
providing an opportunity for the sisters to continue their 
conversation about art. 

Song wants to draw Jason in. "Jason, what did you think of 
the art in the exhibit?" 

Jason says hesitantly, "I am not sure what I should think 
about what you girls talked about in the galleries," he says 
looking at Medea and Meditation. "I liked looking at the 
colors of the abstract stuff, but quite honestly, I prefer to 
look at the earlier paintings where you can recognize the 



images people, cities, landscapes. But some of the religious 
works are quite nasty." 

"Nasty? In what way?" Song wonders. 

"All that Christian art, I do not think that it should be 
exhibited publicly. I think it is dangerous." 

Song is taken aback by Jason's statement. "You have to 
keep an open mind, even for things that you do not like and 
that you think are dangerous." 

Jason's seriousness greatly amuses the girls. Memory looks 
at Jason and smiles with a wink. 

"It looks like we still have some work to do." 



CHAPTER 12 
CIVILIZATION AND 
ITS CONTENTS 


Jason and the three sisters continue to explore the polis on 
foot. 

"I wonder how many people come here each year to visit 
the shops and museums?" Jason asks. Meditation responds, 
"Thousands. Our existence depends on people coming here 
to buy the stuff we sell in our shops, but we cannot let them 
know that our supply is practically limitless." 

Memory adds, "They bring us what we need - foods, 
spices, livestock, slaves and raw materials. We trade them 
retro-technology items and antiques - lots of antiques. We 
give them healthcare, medical herbs, education, and 
designs. A win for us and a win, win, win for our customers." 

The three sisters show Jason a huge outdoor area reserved 
for laundry. Here hundreds of unclothed female slaves, with 
rivulets of sweat running down their bodies, are washing and 
bleaching togas in huge steaming tubs of water heated over 
open fires. 

"I cannot stand the bleach," says Song holding her nose. 

"Let us go somewhere else," says Meditation with a smile 
as she sees Jason display a salacious interest in the 



laundresses. They head to the Agora, a marketplace where 
intense haggling is the norm - a noisy place overrun by 
chickens and goats as well as people looking to barter for all 
kinds of things. 

"Here is where we exercise our free speech," Memory says 
pointing to the old man speaking to a group of acolytes who 
are busy jotting down what he has to say. 

"What he says better be good," Song says with a laugh, 
"because paper is scarce around here." 

Mediation looks impatient. "I have had enough of this 
hustle. How about the Etruscan baths? Jason, I believe this is 
your first time. So let's go. Tomorrow is a good day for a 
bath. Let us bring some slaves to rub us down." 

* 


They return to Elysium to fetch slaves to carry the soap, 
brushes, togas and sandals needed for going to the baths. 

As they arrive at the church building, Mediation explains, 
"This was once a Roman Catholic Church that was 
repurposed as a public bath. It was named after St Johns 
Eudes, a member of the French Oratorians, who tended to 
those sick with the plague in the Seventeenth Century. He 
slept in a casket in the middle of a field to avoid infecting 
the rest of his community." 

When they go inside, she continues to explain, "The Baths 
are fed via an aqueduct from huge cisterns. The baths are 
divided into several rooms, including the Frigidarium, 
Tepidarium, and Caldarium - for baths taken in stages, from 
cold, to warm, to hot." 



They take a full tour of the building. Jason notices that 
there are a dozen slaves stoking the furnace with wood. 

"Are they always here?" 

Memory replies, "Yes, these baths are open twenty four 
hours a day. It takes a lot of wood to keep them going. The 
Bionicans say that all this continuous wood burning is 
harming the environment, but what they say does not 
matter because they are unwashed." 

"Cleanliness is next to godliness, right Jason?" Meditation 
insinuates with a smirk. 

The three sisters and Jason prepare for the baths in a large 
vestibule equipped with refurbished stationary bicycles and 
Stairmasters. The routine starts with the time-tested Royal 
Canadian Air Force Exercises. This old-school exercise plan is 
from the 1950s. A doctor designed it as a series of five 
exercises for men and ten exercises for women. The group 
enters the baths where they disrobe and enter the 
Frigidarium completely in the nude. Song does not like this 
part and skips to the Tepidarium as the others laugh at her 
unwillingness to be like a polar bear. The group completes 
the cycle that includes a healthy plunge into the Caldarium 
and ends at a relaxation station stocked with books. 

Jason feels like the odd man out among the three women 
who have successfully divorced nudity from sexuality, 
unaware or unconcerned with the sneaky stares from the 
fully clothed slave attendants. Fie does not like to be naked 
when he is not in charge. 

Jason asks, "Do the slaves get a turn in the baths?" 

Meditation says with indifference, "Well...only when no 
one else is coming that day. After the slaves bathe, they 



have to change the water. The Greeks would never want to 
bathe in the same waters as the slaves." 

When they are finished, they wave to the slaves, signaling 
them to come. 

"You can use the waters now," Memory tells the slaves, 
who snicker stealthily in their native language that the 
Greeks do not hear or want to hear. 

The slaves enter the bath area without establishing eye 
contact. Meanwhile, Jason and the three sisters continue 
their conversation while getting dressed. 

Memory quips, "They should be happy that we allow them 
to bathe at all. In ancient times, slaves were not even 
allowed a splash." 

Meditation interjects, "Those were the good old days, 
before Christianity confused things by saying things like the 
meek shall inherit the earth?" What we do know is that 
Christianity can get in the way of truth and beauty by 
linking morality to sacrifice," 

Memory agrees, "Christianity got lost in its doctrine." Song 
disagrees, "Over the years, there has been a lot of beautiful 
art because of Christianity. What about all these wonderful 
cathedrals and the wonderful Madonnas that we saw painted 
in the museums?" 

Jason wants to change the topic and offers his 
conversation stopper, a nonsequitur. "There is only one 
thing you can do with a religious fanatic, and that is to give 
him what he wants." 

"And what mightthat be?" Song asks. 



"Death, sweet death. They all secretly want to be martyred 
so that they can inspire religious art and go to heaven," 
Jason says. 

"Do you mean that?" Song wonders. 

Jason looks into Song's eyes. "We have to keep the slate 
clean. Mankind cannot afford a false future." He can tell from 
Song's look that she does not agree with his views. 

"Yes, heaven is right here on earth, not in some far away 
unimaginable place," Memory says offhandedly. 

"Amen," says Meditation, ending the conversation. 

And so ends the day spent at the baths. 

* 


The three girls and Jason continue their routine of 
teaching the children at the school in the morning. This time 
it is Pericles' turn in a show-and-tell. 

Little Pericles begins, "Once upon a time, Jason lived with 
Medea as her husband, and they had children. But they 
never married. Jason then said he was going to marry the 
king's daughter, but that did not go well, and Medea ended 
up killing her children." 

The children clap as the next child gets up to take the 
stage to share what she has learned. 

Song looks at Jason, wondering what prompted Pericles to 
focus on this particular story. But, Jason is characteristically 
silent. He has no idea who put these words into his son's 
mouth. 



Jason and the three sisters leave the classroom so that 
they can get ready to plan upcoming events in comfort while 
the house slaves remain to mind the children for the 
remaining day. 


* 


"Song," Xantippe's high-pitched voice cuts into her 
daughter's afternoon of serenity, "You have to give some 
thought to your dress; you must dress to make an 
impression. You should be getting ready instead of making 
music. 

Song reluctantly leaves her music to join a lively group of 
women in the parlor who are discussing the upcoming event 
with Jason, but as is often the case, the conversation veers 
away from the practical. 

Memory teases Song, "Now it is time for you to engage in 
this silly coming out. This year, you will be a debutante at 
the upcoming Annual Hellenic Ball." 

Song tries to be matter-of-fact. "OK, I guess it is perfectly 
logical for human society to devise a public occasion for its 
eligible females. At least I do not have to be a virgin to 
participate," she says smiling at Jason. 

Mediation makes a goose-mating call. "It is the survival of 
the prettiest." 

Memory makes quacking sounds. "So much for Charles 
Darwin, the Victorian philosopher who said that man 
descended from the apes. He was wrong. We descended 
from geese. I get goose bumps thinking about it." 



Humor is not on Jason's playlist. He wants to talk about 
evolution. "What an odd idea. I guess there must be 
something to the ape theory. They have arms and fingers 
like we do. Are there any apes left?" Jason wonders. "I do not 
know for sure. They say all the big wild creatures are extinct. 
At any rate, apes used to stand up on their hind legs and 
have prehensile thumbs," Song adds. "But they did not have 
much speech and they could not do science." 

"We no longer do that either. All we ever study is poetry, 
music, philosophy, and a little math for good measure," 
Jason grumbles. 

"They say we are scientific illiterates, and proud of it." 
Meditation says. 

Everyone laughs. 

"For a long time it was believed that science was a dirty 
business that takes away from what is important - the art of 
living well," Meditation says with gravity. "Poor Aristotle, he 
has been trying to shove that science stuff down young 
minds for years." 

"That is not the only thing he was trying to stuff down the 
young," Memory says giggling. 

"Lo and behold, speaking of the man of science." Song 
points to the puff of black smoke signaling the arrival of 
skinny Aristotle, his dirty blonde beard and long hair 
fluttering in the wind. "Now there is a man of action," she 
giggles. 

Aristotle pulls up, tries to calm his sputtering vehicle, gets 
out and greets the girls. Jason moves up to take a closer look 
at Aristotle's machine. Aristotle is a "mad scientist" type who 
is now very much the talk of the Polis. As the head of the 



Greek Skunk Works in Pasadena, he heads up research and 
development for the Greeks. 

Jason sidles up to the car to introduce himself to Aristotle. 
Aristotle looks to the girls who are still giggling. Song makes 
the formal introduction. 

"This is Jason. He has lived among both the Goths and... 
the Bionicans," says Song, inadvertently revealing Jason's 
deep secrets. 

"A man of the world, eh? I suppose we have a lot to learn 
from you. I am Aristotle, the local nerd." 

Song laughs, "We know why you are here." 

"Yep, I am here to promote science. I know that it is lost on 
you, girls." 

"Oh, you are so right. You are here to promote something 
that is lost on us girls. You do not have to be sexist," says 
Meditation wryly because of Aristotle's constant flirtation. 

"Is there another way?" Aristotle jokes. "No, is there 
anyone here I can kiss up to?" 

"Since you mentioned kissing, you might start with Jason 
here. Medea brought him to us. He is here to learn, and I am 
sure that you will have a lot that you can teach him," 
Memory says. 

"I am sure he has learned quite a bit about himself in your 
good hands. Plato and I have heard all about you three and 
him from Medea." The girls ignore Aristotle's innuendo as 
Jason looks the other way. They walk to the gardens where 
the servants have laid out a buffet. They want to look at the 
fruits and feel them to make sure they are fresh. 



"Is there enough food?" Mediation asks one of the servants 
who nods in the affirmative. "You never know if someone 
else will drop by. Last week we did not have enough fruit 
when Plato and his followers stopped in." 

The group sits in a circle, and the conversation picks up 
from a previous topic — the future of science and 
technology. 

"How much science do we need? Is not what we learn from 
everyday experience and what we already know enough?" 
Memory wonders. Meditation takes on a thoughtful pose. 
"Aristotle, you were named after the ancient philosopher 
who wrote about science and was one of the world's early 
scientists." 

"Yes, the pre-Socratics also thought hard about the 
essence of life," Aristotle adds. 

"Yes, but very little of what they wrote survived," says 
Meditation, waving a book. 

Song, not to be outdone, interrupts, "And then there was 
Archimedes. Where would we be if we did not have his 
principles? I think about him, imagining the old man every 
time I bathe," Song says as she mock-scrubs her breasts. "I 
am all for epicurean delights and against suffering," she 
adds. 

"Our suffering is putting up with the good life. It is not 
easy being well off. They used to call it the white man's 
burden," Meditation says with a smile. 

Today there is also the white woman's burden," Memory 
adds with mock solemnity. 



The omnipresent Medea, who has overheard the girls' 
chatter, joins the group and exchanges glances with 
Aristotle. 

"OK, girls, enough. I think your discussion of philosophy is 
getting topsy-turvy. I agree with Aristotle that you should 
take more interest in science and technology." 

Song whines, "What is the use? I am OK with science, but I 
am not so sure about technology. Why do we need it? We 
have our slaves." 

Medea admonishes the group, "We are like spoiled 
children. If we do not embrace science and technology, the 
Goths will eat our lunch." 

Aristotle explains that the Greeks have a duty to 
understand science if only out of self-preservation. 
"Someday the Goths will wake up and they will discover 
science, and then what will happen to us? Right now, they 
are technicians at best. They are only interested in making 
things work, not in understanding why." 

"So long as the Goths avoid education, they will not get 
anywhere," Meditation intones. 

Medea observes, "Do not be so sure. It is only a matter of 
time. Every time a Greek maiden takes up with a Goth, we 
are closer to a Goth take-over, and the Humanities will 
disappear into thin air." 

Aristotle disagrees, "We should not be afraid of sharing 
knowledge with the Goths. We have a superior philosophy 
and can manage their expectations," he says adding old 
corporate-speak to his argument. 



Medea gets down to business and asks Aristotle point 
blank, "Why are you here?" 

Aristotle smiles while stroking his bearded chin. His eyes 
dart nervously around the room. 

"I am here to discuss the upcoming Hellenic Ball." Medea 
expands, "Ah yes, the Hellenic Ball, a blast held each year at 
the New Science Institute - established by my father and run 
by Aristotle." 

"I want to talk to Xantippe about providing servants and 
provisions." He doesn't want to deal directly with Medea 
even though he knows she controls the purse strings. 

Xantippe, who has been waiting in the back, steps 
forward. The servants follow carrying pitchers of fresh 
ambrosia, which Medea had spiked with a sprinkling of 
hashish. Seeing that the evening is about to devolve into 
the logistics of the upcoming Ball, Medea and Jason go for a 
walk. As they leave, they can hear the faint trailing 
conversation about plans for the upcoming great event. 

* 


The day of the Hellenic Ball is at hand. Togas and sandals 
must be coordinated. The right perfumes have to be chosen. 
Jewelry has to be polished and donned, and the importance 
of the most fashionable hairstyles cannot be overstated. 

There is an incredible fuss over what Song will wear for her 
coming out. The fitters put the final touches on her white 
chiffon peplos, the type that was all the rage in 500 BCE, a 
graceful garment, open on one side to expose the sides of 
her diminutive breasts. Memory and Meditation are picking 



out pleated chiton dresses made from linen. Jason, his hair 
curled and his chest glistening with oil, picks out his khlaina 
outfit, secured in front with a golden buckle. 

Medea's dress took months to make. She decided on a 
pale pink and silver art deco flapper dress with hand 
beading and tastefully applied rhinestones. The intricate 
geometry of the gown's design shimmers over her soft 
curves and suits this maven of complex maneuvers; her tiara 
does not seem out of place. 

On the big night of the ball, Medea, Jason, and the three 
girls are part of an entourage that includes Socrates and 
Xantippe. Their slaves accompany them. Aristotle is at the 
gala entrance greeting the arrivals wearing his new toga 
decorated with Greek mathematical symbols. 

"I like your Delta, Pi, Sigma," Medea laughs. 

"You look fabulous, and your girls, too." 

Aristotle walks up to Song, inspecting her gown. 

"Song, your gown is wonderful - a triumph. You look 
simply marvelous!" he says with lust in his eyes. It is the first 
time that Song has received a compliment from Aristotle. 
Even though he is an old codger, it makes her feel good to 
be noticed by him. 

While Aristotle is in full flattery gear, Jason takes a look 
around. He sees an old Piper aircraft hanging from the 
ceiling in the corner. Aristotle notices Jason's interest in the 
airplane. 

"When this hangar was repurposed, we couldn't resist 
keeping that little plane to decorate the dance hall." 



Jason walks around the hall and tries one of the seats in 
the audience area, and then walks up to the stage, with 
Aristotle following him. 

Aristotle and Jason join up with Medea, who is inspecting 
the buffet feast. There are bowls with perfectly ripe fruit and 
platters full of Mediterranean delights, including figs, dates, 
couscous, and a huge platter of lamb. The luscious, honey¬ 
dripping desserts have poetic names like baklava, 
galaktoboureko, and revani; many look like presents 
wrapped in phyllo dough, with pistachio bits on top. Jason 
does not stand on ceremony or pay attention to what the 
food is called; instead he pops a piece of baklava into his 
mouth in passing. It is delicious. He likes that it is honey 
dripped. Honey is as rare as the honeybee that has become 
nearly extinct. It is more precious than cocaine. 

Medea whispers to Jason, "I would like you to meet the 
right people. They can help you get a commission with the 
Praetorian Guard. It's about time!" 

"Why the name?" Jason asks. 

"We took the name from Ancient Rome. The Praetorian 
Guard kept their emperors safe." 

She takes Jason to the chambers where the Praetorian 
Guard meets. In a large ornately frescoed alcove, Aristotle is 
talking to Plato, one of the most powerful men in Polis. Plato 
is older than Aristotle. Plump and bald on top, his thick curly 
white beard hides much of his face except for his prominent 
nose and piercing eyes that he uses to command his 
acolytes. All of the Guards assembled around the two men 
wear identical white togas with a thin purple border. They 
wave Medea and Jason in; two of the Guards, Thucydides 



and Herodotus, whom they met before, come forward to 
greet them 

Looking at them from a distance, Aristotle whispers to 
Plato, "Here she comes, the dragoness with her protege." 

"And to think she also has that dwarf under her thumb," 
Aristotle says cattily. 

"Size matters," Plato chimes in, "You cannot judge a book 
by its cover." 

Plato coughs and mutters, "We should not give so much 
power to a woman." 

"I am not thrilled about her influence, but you have got to 
admit, she is effective in dealing with the Goths. And, like it 
or not, she is one of us," Aristotle replies. 

"I worry about her allegiances. That fellow that she is with, 
Jason, he seems to have done wonders to clear out the 
trouble makers among the slaves." 

"But there is something unsavory about him. He is a killer. 
From what Medea tells me, his pedigree is questionable," 
Aristotle adds. 

"That isn't too unusual these days. A lot of people have 
come here to Polis to reinvent themselves. You should know, 
as I do that our history is not what we present it to be. We 
live in strange times," Plato concludes. 

After Medea and Jason finish talking to the Praetorian 
Guards, they approach Aristotle and Plato again and bow 
slightly to them. Both men smile and wave back in 
acknowledgment before attending to the business at hand. 



Even on this night of debutantes and dancing, the 
Hellenic Council leadership has decided to conduct 
business. Seated in a semi-circle, Plato is at the center with 
Aristotle at his right. Medea introduces Jason to rest of the 
Council members, including Alexander, whom he met when 
he first arrived in Macedonia as a refugee. The members of 
the Praetorian Guard remain standing a few steps removed 
from their seated elders. 

This group of old men is responsible for all Greek economic 
and military activities. The younger men serve in the 
Praetorian Guard, which is a stepping-stone to the Hellenic 
Council. Jason is acutely conscious of the fact that his 
reputation has preceded him to the Council, thanks to 
Medea. Medea told Jason that as a member of the Hellenic 
Council, she is required to provide regular updates about his 
progress under her tutelage. Jason is aware that Aristotle 
and Plato know about his past identities as a Bionican 
hacker and Goth warlord and king, but he is not sure how 
much she told them about his private life with the sisters. 

Plato stands and puts his hand on Jason's shoulder as if to 
accept him and asks, "So, how is my old friend, Berk?" 
Stunned, Jason hesitates not knowing how to answer, and so 
Plato jolts Jason's memory by spitting out, "You know, Berk 
the Dwarf. I understand that he is one of your teachers. He is 
well endowed." 

Jason is taken aback. He wonders what Berk has told Plato 
and Aristotle about him, about Julia, and about Xtremus. He 
decides to play dumb. 

"I have not seen him for ages ever since I studied with him 
at the temple after I left Bionica," Jason lies. "Have you 
heard from him?" 



"He will be visiting us very soon, and you will have a 
chance to catch up with him," Plato grins knowing that he 
caught Jason lying, which provides him with ammo for future 
use. 

"I understand that you have come a long way with your 
education," Plato continues. 

Jason is surprised that Plato is speaking to him this 
undignified way in front of the whole Hellenic Council. He 
now understands that know a lot about him. With humility 
and caution, he replies, "I have learned a lot, and I am 
looking for an opportunity to apply what I know." 

"I bet you are," Aristotle cracks and gets a few laughs. 

"Not so fast, young man, it takes a while to develop good 
judgment to go with all that learning, not just bravery and 
raw talent. Do you have any idea how hard it is to keep the 
peace?" To drive home this point, Plato quotes his 
namesake, "To conquer oneself is the best and noblest 
victory; to be vanquished by one's own nature is the worst 
and most ignoble defeat." 

"I understand that well," Jason nods, eager to please and 
unwilling to admit that he understands very little. 

"So you claim. We shall see. Tonight we are going to hear a 
lecture by my esteemed colleague, Aristotle, who runs our 
New Science Institute, which includes the Skunk Works 
dedicated to technological re-invention. You will find his 
lecture interesting in this regard." 

"I have great respect for Aristotle," Jason says as he looks 
over at Aristotle and says tactfully, "He is certainly a man 
comfortable with many machines." 



Plato looks at Aristotle, adding, "He is a good man with 
systems, to be sure, but he still needs to focus on the big 
picture. Oftentimes he gets caught up in the small things." 

Jason hears this as a backhanded criticism of Aristotle. 

"Tonight we will hear what our man of machine systems 
has to say about the state of science. He will talk about the 
Great Past and reveal some things that many in the 
audience will hear for the first time." 

Jason prods, "What will that be?" 

"The rise and fall of technology," answers Plato. Medea is 
tired of being quiet. "You men are at it again. I thought that 
this evening would belong to the women. This is all about 
the debutantes, and Song is one of the debutantes. It is 
Song's night." 

"Ah yes, and so it is," Plato says. "It is Song's night to find 
a true man for her heart, supposedly her first love," he says 
staring quizzically at Jason. 


* 


Medea and Jason walk back to the Great Hall where the 
debutantes' young suitors gather. Slaves circulate with huge 
serving plates full of food and drink. Jason grabs a fistful of 
lamb to munch on while Medea takes a chunk out of a celery 
stalk. The mistress of ceremonies, a former debutante 
queen, announces each current debutante as the young 
women enter from an anteroom. There are appreciative sighs 
of delight from the young suitors and squeals of 
encouragement from their sisters. Each debutante, including 
Song, is expected to display her special talent in the next 



phase of this grand coming out. Some play a musical 
instrument and sing. Others show off their needlecraft or 
pottery. Song plays the lyre, firmly locked between her legs, 
with passion and intimacy. Each gets a polite round of 
applause, but Song's applause is both firmer and longer. She 
certainly is the belle of the ball. 

And then the dancing begins. The first dance belongs to 
the debutantes and their fathers or some older, dignified 
partners. Much to her surprise, Aristotle asks for Song's first 
dance. She reluctantly agrees, thinking of all his leering 
glances to her sister in the past. This first dance more than 
makes up for it. Jason looks on sheepishly as Memory and 
Meditation are part of a musical group that plays as their 
sister takes a turn on the floor with her partner to exemplify 
the grace and refinement that this night salutes. After the 
first dances, the evening becomes less formal as the older 
men and their accompanying debutantes retreat. Tonight 
will be a night when many of these girls get their first true 
education in the art of love. The remaining young people 
eagerly cross the emptying dance floor and cluster near the 
dessert table, filling their faces with honey-dripped sweets of 
all kinds. 

Aristotle does not stay with Song, for he knows that her 
education is more than complete. Instead, he moves toward 
the auditorium, avidly anticipating the evening's finale - his 
yearly state-of-the-Polis speech that sums up current 
accomplishments and challenges for the Greeks. By this 
time, most of the guests, even the Praetorian Guards, are 
tired and ready to go home. Some are yawning in 
anticipation of a long speech. As is customary, women and 
men sit separately on either side of the center aisle, the 
women on the left and the men on the right. 



Jason has just taken his seat when to his surprise Berk 
suddenly appears on stage to introduce Aristotle. The dwarf 
struggles with the microphone and after a few embarrassing 
moments of unwanted feedback, begins his introductory 
remarks. 

"Tonight it is my pleasure to introduce Aristotle, who has 
kept the flame of science and technology alive in our world. 
Before introducing our esteemed speaker, let me first take a 
moment to acknowledge Jason, a relative newcomer to your 
community. Let us recognize him for sharing with us what he 
has learned from his experiences with the Bionicans and the 
Goths." 

Jason stands up hesitantly, and there is a bit of silence 
before the obligatory, yet overly restrained, applause. 
Everyone in the room seems a bit befuddled by Berk's praise 
of Jason. They wonder why any attention is being paid to 
this former Bionican and Goth. 

Aristotle comes forward to speak and looks around the 
Great Hall to get his bearings. His approach to the podium 
seems anti-climactic. "Friends, Greeks, and Countrymen," he 
begins with a joke. "Lend me your fears, for I have come to 
bury them." 

Since most people do not get the joke, the Great Hall 
quickly quiets down with scattered laughs. He continues. 

"As you know we have labored hard to revitalize 
civilization after the crippling catastrophes of Cybergeddon, 
but do we have the courage to learn from our mistakes and 
quell our fear of the future? All around us is the evidence of 
a great civilization - thousands of roads and buildings from 
huge automated factories. How can we recover a workable 
banking system that will promote growth and trade?" 



People in the audience have heard this before. They 
become restless and disgruntled as they realize that he is, 
once again, restating the obvious concerning the 
predicament in which the Greeks find themselves. 

"Wake up and smell the coffee!" someone shouts out. This 
gets a few laughs since coffee is no longer available because 
of the collapse of foreign trade. Many Greeks think Aristotle 
just cannot accept that the past is over and that it, along 
with its banking system, will not come back. 

Never tired of hearing himself talk, Aristotle continues, 
"Some say we should leave things well enough alone. I say 
we should not be afraid of new knowledge." And then 
Aristotle quotes ancient Aristotle: "It is the mark of an 
educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without 
accepting it." 

There is some scattered applause from those who hope to 
end the talk by clapping hard. Undeterred, Aristotle 
continues, "You say we have a good thing going with our 
enemies, the Goths, or should I say, our competitors. For 
many of us, life is good, and so why ruin a good thing? You 
say if we push too hard for science and research, the Goths 
will get nervous and finally take over with brawn instead of 
brains. Trust me, you do not want that." 

"But, there is a problem. Look at our young people today. 
They are experimenting with Daytrain. They are spoiled; 
especially the young men who just want to play games and 
lurk at the Agora. If we continue like this, someday the 
Goths are going to wake up and take over anyway. So I ask 
you, is it possible to turn the clock back and to move it 
forward again? I say, yes. Pursue science and technology or 
we will lose our competitive edge." 



There is polite applause from the exhausted audience and 
a period for questions. 

One young man, Laius, the shortest member of the 
Praetorian Guard, says, "We do not have the means to build 
what we need to bring back advanced science. The 
infrastructure is hopelessly broken down." 

Aristotle jumps in to answer, "Wrong! The knowledge to 
build again still exists, but it is in the wrong hands. Our 
problem is with the Bionicans. They created a cult around 
The Well and have lost sight of why it was created in the first 
place. They believe they are saving the earth by trapping 
knowledge so it cannot be used in creating dangerous 
technologies." 

Having heard this all before, many in the audience walk 
out of the room. They think that Aristotle is chiefly 
interested in promoting himself and that he will destroy the 
cushy Greek way of life by messing with the Bionicans. 

The hall quickly empties, but Aristotle keeps on talking to 
the hearty few who remain - Medea, Jason, Berk, and leading 
members of the Hellenic Council, including Alexander, as 
well as Alexander's two sons, Thucydides and Herodotus. 
Meanwhile, Memory, Meditation, and Song have wandered 
into the lecture room to sit with their stepsister, Medea. 

Up to this point, Jason has paid close attention to 
Aristotle's lecture, but now his attention is elsewhere. He is 
gazing at Song, who is visibly bored, playing with her long 
beautiful auburn hair fluttering in the slight breeze in the 
room, as if she were waiting for him to make the next move. 

After Aristotle finishes his long, boring speech, he enjoys 
the vigorous applause of the few remaining listeners. Jason 



claps very hard; Song yawns. More questions arise. 
Herodotus asks, "What will happen to Bionica?" 

Aristotle answers briefly, "I predict that in two generations, 
Bionica will be dead. Daytrain cannot sustain them forever; 
memories will fail and bodies will age. No one knows how to 
insert new implants. Our only hope is to learn directly from 
the Bionicans and see whether we can train our people to 
work with them." 

Herodotus' brother, Thucydides, stands up to ask, "Are we 
sure The Well data is not just garbage data in, and garbage 
data out? How can we be sure that the Cyberterrorists did 
not infect it?" 

Aristotle responds, "We have to keep an open mind. 
Everything has its risks. It is a fair bet that we will learn 
more from The Well than we will in our woefully incomplete 
libraries. We do not even have enough people to mine all 
the books we have for the knowledge we need. The Goths 
have the highest birthrate, but they are staunchly and 
purposefully illiterate so they will be useless in saving our 
civilization. We have no choice but to take our chances with 
this Bionican database." 

After giving his speech, Berk comes out of the dark and 
puts his arms around Jason's shoulder. "So you are finally 
going to lead us. They say you have a good head on your 
shoulders. The Greeks tell me that you will lead them on an 
expedition to Bionica to access The Well." 

Jason nods in agreement while trying to avoid eye contact 
with Berk, visibly embarrassed to be seen with him because 
it brings back memories of humbler days when he knew so 
little. Medea comes to the rescue, grabbing Jason by the 
arm. "Let us go back to Elysium," Medea tells him and then 



admonishes Berk, "You have to be more careful in what you 
say." Without saying a word, Berk throws a kiss at Medea 
and Jason as they leave. 

"What was that all about? How does all this affect my 
quest?" 

"I think you better put your quest on hold. You still have a 
lot to learn." 



CHAPTER 13 
THE FEAST 


When there is uncertainty, it is time for diversions 

at Elysium. Medea uses these occasions to solidify her 
political contacts and to mend fences whenever necessary. 
This time, a garden party will also give Xantippe and her 
family the opportunity to show off their prize-winning plants 
and vegetables. Memory, Meditation, and Song striving to 
look exceptionally beautiful, wear garlands of tea roses and 
marigolds. 

The guests are greeted first by the servants who help 
them out of their carriages. Aristotle and Plato arrive in 
Aristotle's sputtering car. A few minutes later, a carriage lets 
off a group of old Hellenic Council members and neighing 
horses announce the arrival of the young men of the 
Praetorian Guard. A few more relatives of the family arrive, 
but because they are inconsequential, they draw little 
attention from the servants. 

Meditation, Memory, and Song sit in a corner with their 
instruments, ready to provide soothing sounds for the 
occasion. Although heaps of flowers are everywhere, there 
are no flower smells. Bird sounds echo through the house 
and gardens, but there are no birds in sight. 

Xantippe and her family are famous for their sumptuous 
feasts. Xantippe, the mistress of ceremonies, introduces 



Meditation, Memory, and Song, who stand up to take their 
bows. The outdoor festive atmosphere muffles the sound of 
the music as well as the appreciative applause for the 
threesome. Ice cream parfait is the treat du jour. 

"Today we are going to have our regular hootenanny, but 
with one difference. Aristotle's star pupil, Dylan Roberts will 
give us a song on his electric lute. I am proud to proclaim 
that amplification is back." 

The audience gasps, "Treason!" 

Dylan, dressed in a white suit and boater hat, starts to 
sings the opening lines from his tune, "Where have all the 
Flowers Been, Senor," only to be drowned out by the 
electronic screeches of his lute. After he rambles through a 
few stanzas, the talented bard wanders off. 

"How about the girl singer, I mean woman 
singer?" someone shouts out. Aristotle takes the stage 
again. 

"I am pleased to announce another star pupil, Bias Jones, 
our newest badass singer-songwriter. She exemplifies what 
Aristotle once said, "Musical training is a more potent 
instrument than any other, because rhythm and harmony 
find their way into the inward places of the soul." 

Bias begins her signature song. "Your Diamonds and my 
Trust" that has become a feminist anthem that satirizes the 
Greek marry-go-round. 

She begins the song in her clarion voice with the cribbed 
line, "Well I be damned, here comes your ghost again," and 
in the middle of her song the sound system acts up again, 
but she manages to complete her set to the adulation of her 
doe-eyed fans. 



To move things along, Xantippe asks Aristotle to give a 
toast. Aristotle begins, "I want to raise my glass in honor of 
Socrates." 

Socrates, hunched in a corner of the room, is oblivious to 
what is going on. "Know thyself," he mutters in his slobber. 

Although some have said that he should be put to death, 
Xantippe does not want to euthanize Socrates. She has 
always said that as long as he can say, "Know thyself," 
Socrates deserves to live. 

Aristotle continues his toast, "And I drink to Xantippe, 
Socrates' lifelong partner, and their wise and beautiful 
daughters - Memory, Meditation, and Song - who regaled us 
with their music and their beauty." 

He then raises his glass one more time. "And one more 
toast to our dear Medea for bringing Jason here, the man of 
the hour. Jason, please stand up." 

Song plunks a sour note on the lyre and looks away. She 
had first assumed that Medea was just a point on Jason's 
learning curve. Now she is jealous, realizing that Jason and 
Medea are closer than she thought. She may never have 
Jason all for herself as she had hoped when she and her 
sisters used to play with him - a time that seems so long 
ago. 

Jason stands up and raises his hand waving to all in a 
dignified manner as the occasion demands. Medea regards 
him approvingly. 

Aristotle continues, "Jason, we are very interested in what 
you think. Many here still know very little about you, except 
that you are a fine man and that you are being chosen to 
become a member of the Praetorian Guard." 



There is a hush. Even Medea is surprised; she thought that 
more time would be needed for Jason's induction. She is not 
pleased to see the handsome Guards, Herodotus and 
Thucydides, vying for his attention with big congratulatory 
hugs. 

Song continues to strum her lyre and sighs while 
Meditation and Memory put down their instruments and 
perform a dance with fancy footsteps in which they hold 
hands and go spreading flowers among the guests. 

After the hubbub created by Aristotle's announcement 
subsides, Jason sits down among the members of the 
Hellenic Council, mentally preparing himself to respond to 
questions about his background and beliefs. 

"So what makes you tick?" Aristophanes, a member of the 
Hellenic Council, asks him sarcastically. 

Jason answers mechanically, "I am a man of my word. If I 
want something, I get it. If I promise something, I do it. If I 
tell you something, it is the truth." 

Aristotle says with mock approval, "As I have said before, 
those who know, do. Those who understand, teach." 

"Very impressive," Aristophanes says as he puts his hand 
on Jason's shoulder with a squeeze. "I wish your credo were 
true for the rest of us," he says with a laugh. 

Meanwhile, Herodotus, interested in finally get some time 
alone with the recruit, tries to chat up Jason, who tactfully 
extricates himself from this unwanted attention. Jason is well 
aware of the sexual proclivities of the Praetorian Guard. 
Jason knows that he is going to have to swing both ways. 



The time for chatting is over, and the deal making begins. 
Those seated in this little klatch know that the real decisions 
are made when the powerful few get together. Democracy 
can get in the way of action. The Hellenic Council 
heavyweights weigh in on today's real topic, Daytrain. 

With the increased use of Daytrain by the children of the 
alpha classes, several influential Greeks favor the abolition 
of the Daytrain trade even though that means the loss of 
profits and power. 

The first is Achilles, who intones in his deep voice, "The 
Daytrain trade is getting out of hand. The kids think they 
can get access to the Bionican database, but they are being 
duped. The Bionicans give them access to useless trashy 
data, and they think they have it made. But it is nothing but 
recycled celebrity gossip, video memes and mind numbing 
games. Daytrain is evil and needs to be stamped out." 

There is a long silence. Achilles' position is not popular 
with most members of the Hellenic Council, who are 
convinced that the Daytrain trade is needed to keep the 
balance of power with the Goths and to keep the Bionican 
"experiment" going. 

Xenophon, another member who is also actively involved 
in the Praetorian Guard, supports the continuation of 
Daytrain use. 

"We need the Daytrain trade to continue our way of life. 
Daytrain is the lesser of the evils that could befall us if we do 
not master our little universe. We also have to lay off the 
Bionicans so they will keep us supplied." 

"Maybe all we need is a 'just say no' campaign for our 
youth," Aristophanes suggests tongue in cheek. 



"No, what we need is military education. Our youths are 
getting soft," Xenophon says, raising his finger. 

"We still need Daytrain to preserve our way of life. We 
should make more Daytrain available to the slaves. It may 
slow them down, but it keeps them less uppity," Xenophon 
continues to hammer his point. 

"The opiate of the people they called it," says 
Aristophanes, visibly pleased with this comment. 

"Regale us with info on the Bionicans for Jason's benefit. 
Let us see if your intelligence jibes with his." Achilles prods 
Plato. 

This is a poke because the Hellenic Council wants to know 
how Jason might be useful to them. 

Plato, the Knowledge Harvester, starts to talk while the 
onlookers stare at Jason to gauge his reaction. He speaks 
about the conditions that led to Cybergeddon and the role 
that The Well might play in his vision for a more civilized 
future. Meanwhile, several members of the Hellenic Council 
go to the back of the room to retrieve snacks that the slaves 
have placed on a banquet table. They especially like the 
pecan caramel nut clusters. 

Aristotle speaks up after listening carefully to Plato's 
discussion of Bionica and turns to Jason, "Is there anything 
you can tell us about the Bionican vision for the future? Is 
there anything we can learn from The Well?" 

Jason hesitates, trying to decide what to tell and what to 
keep private. Now whenever he thinks about his experience 
as a Bionican hacker, he does not remember all that much. 
He has shut a lot of things out. There is no longer a context 
for him to discuss these experiences fully. It is like waking up 



from a dream, barely remembering the details. He begins to 
talk cautiously. 

"I will tell you what I know. I was a hacker in Bionica. My 
job was to help the people manage their involvement in The 
Well through the proper cultivation and use of Daytrain. As 
hackers, we trained users to cultivate and maintain areas of 
The Well held in the neurons of their brains through 
Daytrain. Most of the time, we traded virtual experiences. 
The only way to keep order was to have people fantasize 
about the things from the past that exist in the database. All 
we had to do was to focus our minds on The Well, and then 
events and people from the past would come in images and 
sounds." 

Plato asks, "How could you remember the things you 
accessed?" 

"There was no need to remember anything. Whatever one 
did on a day-to-day basis was routine and instinctive. If you 
wanted to reprise something, you would dip into The Well, 
which would anticipate what you wanted to revisit, and it 
would replay it for you. No one needed to remember 
anything. Everything was available through The Well. 

"What are the most important things in the database?" 

Jason answers, "Who knows. No one knows the extent of 
The Well. I believed that it was infinitely deep and that no 
one person could fathom it. We were left without a key to 
understanding how things relate, without a way to judge the 
validity of what The Well contains. Our single most 
important duty was to keep the database out of the hands of 
people who would misuse it. 

"What do they mean by misuse?" Plato asks. 



"The Bionicans distrust our motives. They believe that the 
revival of technology by us Greeks will destroy the Earth," 

Aristotle stands up and looks Jason straight in the eyes. 
"You now know that isn't true; we believe in the Golden 
Mean. We are committed to wisdom and sustainability. We 
need your help to convince the Bionicans that we can 
develop a future that will be good for the Earth as well as for 
mankind. You hold the key that will let us spread our way of 
life. We need the Bionican database to maintain our 
competitive edge." 

Jason tries to explain, "But you must understand that we, I 
mean the Bionicans, believe that the now dormant Makeitso 
virus would come back if we Greeks tamper with The Well. 
They know that they will be the first to die if that happens." 

Aristotle continues to grill Jason, "But why can't we make 
the knowledge work for us? I understand your concern, but 
perhaps we can all work together to make progress. We 
cannot be afraid of the future. Trust me, without technology, 
there will be no future." 

Jason responds meekly "I will try to give you what you 
want, if I can." Jason feels uneasy about his split loyalties, 
but he does not want to budge from his quest. 

Medea steps in to conclude the discussion that she feels 
has veered off course. 

"Jason has proven himself to be a valuable asset. He has 
come a long way from the dark days. Give him a chance to 
sort things through before we ask this from him." 

Aristotle agrees, "Medea is right. Jason has the right stuff. 
His experience with the Goths and Bionicans is invaluable to 
us. We need more time to develop an effective strategy." 



Facing Jason, he says, "Your time can wait, but it is coming, 
and you must prepare yourself for it." 



CHAPTER 14 
JASON'S INDUCTION 


In a dim candle-lit cave, surrounded by the powerful bodies 

of his new brothers, Jason repeats sacred words of allegiance 
in the secret ceremony that marks his real initiation into the 
Praetorian Guard. "I pledge allegiance to the Guard," says 
Jason as he stands up, one arm raised in salute. 

On behalf of the Hellenic Council, Plato presents Jason 
with his scutum that is decorated with the image of a 
scorpion poised to strike. Herodotus and Thucydides present 
his pilum and helmet. Aristotle presents Jason with fancy 
cingulum to girdle his loins, and Medea appears as if from 
nowhere to present a bejeweled dagger to fit in the sacred 
belt. Jason looks like a hero in this new outfit. 

Plato raises a silver flask covered with a repousse 
depiction of Bacchus. "Welcome to the Guard," he says to 
Jason. 

Following Plato's lead, Jason drinks from a special glass 
goblet while the others gulp wine from their own flasks. As 
instructed, Jason places this goblet on the ground and the 
other Guards cover it with a red cloth. Then Plato asks Jason 
to stomp on his goblet. He relishes the crushing sound of his 
initiation. 

"This symbolizes that all of your previous attachments are 
over. You are now, in body and in mind, one of us, a member 



of the Praetorian Guard," Plato decrees. Everyone cheers as 
Jason smashes his foot down onto the cloth-covered goblet. 

At the end of the ceremony, Medea takes Jason by the 
hand and whispers to him, "This is your special day. You are 
now one of the Guards." 

Medea and Jason follow the others out of the cave and 
return to Elysium where Memory, Meditation, and Song are 
waiting surrounded by the house slaves. 

"It is official," Medea proudly announces to all, "Take care 
of this Guard; I have to run." 

Medea is off to join Thor to take care of Goth business. This 
leaves Jason the opportunity to spend unimpeded time with 
Memory, Meditation, and Song. He gravitates as ever to 
Song, taken by her intelligence and well-shaped lips that 
speak of her innocence. He imagines being with her, all 
alone, by the wonderful sea. 

"Would you play for me?" 

Song is eager but shy and not sure how to respond to 
Jason's intense flirtation. Envisioning a future with him, she 
smiles shyly as she joins her sisters who are in the music 
room to play her harp solo, Bach's "Jesu, Joy of Man's 
Desiring" to celebrate Jason's success. 

After the musical evening is over, Jason takes Song's hand 
and leads her out for an evening walk in the garden where 
he tells her about his dreams of becoming an enlightened 
leader. 

"I want to be a philosopher king and I love to be beside 
your side." He sidles up to her and finds her sweet spot and 
proceeds to win her as she receives him in complete silence 



bathed in the moonlight. There are no words as they 
embrace under a lavender tree. Song hums as Jason lies 
exhausted, wondering what the next day will bring. 

Left out of the arena of romantic love, Meditation and 
Memory feel a tinge of jealousy, but hide this unseemly 
emotion in a household that takes pride in tolerating 
elective affinities. To keep themselves busy, they keep 
company with Alarica and Hallie. 

But their enlightenment only goes so far; they cannot 
resist a few barbs behind Song's back. 

"She is the apple of his eye because he is rotten to the 
core when it comes to love," Meditation snickers. 

"He loves her because she is not very well versed," 
Memory continues the catty exchange. "I do not think she 
will get very far with him. He has base motives, and all he 
cares about is getting past third base, I am sure of it." 

"She probably dreams of converting him through her 
goodness." 

"She may be able to hold a tune, but...can she hold a 
man?" 


* 


Jason's romantic dalliance with Song paves the way for her 
to give music lessons to Pericles. She spends hours with 
Jason's son schooling him in the music she loves. She revels 
in teaching him songs that she composed. 


We feel sadness for the child 



Happiness is but brief among mortals 
Sorrow and anguish make it cold 
Like the wind coming from the mountain 
Sinking into the deep sea. 

Pericles cries after she finishes her sad little ditty. He has 
become quite attached to Song and clings to her as if she 
were his mother. She cradles the little boy in her arms and 
sings a gentle Greek lullaby in a minor key to help him 
sleep. 

Softly, Pericles my child, to sleep. 

Come Hypnos, with poppy dreams 

Seal the door and dowse all light 

Lull this child to sleep tonight 

Carry my child from the hands of fright. 

After singing Pericles into slumber, Song spends time 
alone with Jason, burning rosemary scented beeswax 
candles late into the night hoping that the rosemary would 
work its charms of love and remembrance. 

"This is our candle, our very own candle," she says in a 
singsong voice. 

Jason takes Song's hand and says to her, "I like to see your 
face like this, barely visible above the candle flame. Tell me 
about yourself, your truest self." This is an unusual request 
from Jason, who is deeply immersed in creating his own 
story. Song is too shy and self-conscious to reveal her true 
longing for the interested young man. 



"All I am is what I can sing," Song says modestly. She sings 
many sad ballads for Jason about unrequited love and 
abandoned maidens. For a while, Jason is enchanted but as 
she drones on, his mind wanders. Song is starting to remind 
him of the Bead Lady because her goodness makes him feel 
nauseous. Luckily she stops singing and presses her head 
against his shoulder. Jason is experiencing a glimmer of 
hope that there might be a happy future for him through 
Song. 

"You are hiding something. I can feel it," Song says quietly. 
She does not know about all the others in Jason's life. Medea 
had told her sisters about Tara and Beadina, but Song was 
deliberately kept out of the loop. 

"Please tell me, I will understand." Jason tells her about 
Beadina and Tara, and even about Digi Diva. He is convinced 
that she already knows and hopes that she will forgive him 
now that he has shared his precious secrets. 

Song tells Jason that she forgives him and makes him 
swear that he will be true to her and that he will always be 
gentle to her and to everyone. Jason, eager to make a deal, 
word sprays Song with all of the sweet nothings that he has 
been taught to say by Gonorrhea. He clasps her hand like a 
vise and smothers her with a kiss as if they were Errol Flynn 
and Olivia de Havilland in Captain Blood. 

For a while, the force of their passion provides momentum 
for their courtship. But that changes when the topic shifts 
from inner child to inner parent. "You must be very proud of 
Pericles. Your son has a great talent for music." 

"I do not know where he got that from, certainly not from 
me." 

"But it is important that you encourage him." 



"I think you spend too much time with him. He needs to 
learn to be on his own," Jason says firmly. 

"Alone, like you?" Song has struck a nerve. Jason becomes 
defensive, "What do you mean?" 

"You will always be alone unless you tell me everything. I 
need to know so that I can feel safe. How else can I give 
myself completely to you? I need to know everything." 

"Everything?" Jason is perplexed. He does not know where 
to begin, and he would have to start blabbering to make 
sure that there is nothing left out. He is not sure how much 
in his head is from The Well and what is truly his own. The 
more he thinks about what she is asking from him, the more 
he wants to scream and get out. 

He turns away from her and leaves without saying a word, 
and decides to spend more time with Memory and 
Mediation. At least with them it never gets boring, and they 
do not seem to expect anything since they have each other. 

"I have to spend more time on my own education," he tells 
Song. "I have a long way to go with my Greek studies." 

"I can help you with that," she says, knowing that this 
offer would be rejected. 

"No, your time is better spent with Pericles." 

"Why are you treating me this way? I gave you 
everything." Jason winces as Song pushes back. He is 
convinced she ruined things between them and feels 
justified in letting her go. 



Memory and Meditation are glad to spend hours tutoring 
Jason, who becomes more responsive to them after his 
interest in Song declines. He likes the personal attention, 
and they find his naivete amusing. 

After some time he asks, "Am I getting any better?" He 
thinks he is ready for some effusive praise from his teachers. 

"You are making progress. By the way, do you know why 
Song has locked herself in her room?" Mediation says, 
staring at him. 

Jason looks blank. "All I know is that she has stopped 
tutoring Pericles." 

"Did something happen, or not happen between the two of 
you," Memory asks slyly while he thumbs through a book. 
She knows, but wants to hear what Jason has to say. 

"No, I just need more space. She should not stop teaching 
Pericles on my account." 

Looking up and changing the subject, Jason says, "So 
many books, so many words. How does one know where to 
begin and end?" 

"Any time is a good time to start but you will not find the 
end. You can only remember so much, though," Memory 
replies with a laugh. "I should know." 

"I am overwhelmed. Years ago all this was done through 
effortless osmosis," Jason whines. 

"Jason, those days are gone. Putting everything into 
memory misses the point. You have to choose what to 
internalize, and you only have a limited amount of time to 
make a choice," Memory explains. 



"So who comes up with the reasons to make sure we are 
choosing the right books?" Jason asks naively. 

"That is never easy. It takes real strength and perhaps 
arrogance to focus on what is important. You have to look 
inside for guidance," Meditation offers. 

"Inside?" 

"Yes, search your mind and your heart. You have to depend 
on yourself. Once you understand the arbitrary nature of 
knowledge and the number of choices to be made, you will 
want to pick and choose," Meditation continues. 

Jason protests, "But I need to be right." 

Memory laughs, "You and everyone else. Your education 
should guide you toward what you need to know." 

Jason still sounds defeatist. "But how?" 

Memory is bothered. Jason is not getting it. Her inner voice 
tells her that she is barking up the wrong tree. Against her 
better judgment she says, "Maybe Plato can help." 

She advises him that he should become friendlier with 
Plato because he is the sage who guides knowledge mining, 
harvesting, and preservation. Plato has a staff of five young 
men who, aside from being his personal companions, assist 
in the collection of contemporary as well as ancient 
knowledge and wisdom. They strive to be familiar with as 
many resources as possible to facilitate the rebuilding of 
Greek culture. 

"I shall take you to see him," she says. 



Memory takes Jason to visit the former shopping mall 
where Plato's library is located. Jason sighs when he sees 
thousands of dusty books piled high on gray metal shelves. 
Plato's assistants shuttle up and down the corridors with 
carts full of books frantically organizing and cataloging the 
collection as if there were no tomorrow. A dozen Greek 
patrons peruse texts on a mezzanine that once was a food 
court. 

"Glad to see you again. I have been expecting you," Plato 
says in his deep voice. "Coming to the library is not popular 
among fellows your age, Jason. It would appear that they 
would rather dally than read. Why do we not go into my 
private office where we can talk?" 

They walk up an escalator that has long ceased to escalate 
and turn right into a shop that had once been a furniture 
store. Jason is afraid he is going to bring up The Well again. 

"Have a seat." Plato jokes. "There are about twenty casting 
couches to choose from. I warn you that they are a bit dusty 
and moldy, but nonetheless I guarantee that each one is 
comfy," Plato says with a wink while Memory frowns. "Or 
your money back." 

Plato loves his own jokes and is now testing their limits 
with Jason. 

A cloud of dust billows when Jason plops himself down. 
Memory, in contrast, sits down gently, liberating a single 
feather that gently rises to reflect the sunlight coming from 
a nearby window. 

"Ah, so ladylike," Plato adds with a sexist edge, ogling 
Memory as he has since she was just a teen when he 
thought she would make quite a boy. As usual she 
steadfastly ignores him. 



"So how may we enlighten your search for truth and 
beauty?" 

"What is the purpose of your library?" Jason says bluntly. 

"Ah, you get right to the point. I thought we might first 
chat a bit about the kind of books that intrigue you; Jason, 
what have you read lately?" 

"The girls have been introducing me to Greek philosophers 
like Plato and Aristotle, and to poets like Euripides and 
Aeschylus." 

Memory chimes in, "The Ancients said it all. Classic 
writings are the foundation of wisdom." 

"Maybe so, but you have to build something truly useful 
on the foundation that the wise Greeks laid," Plato says with 
a grand gesture. "Remember, Knowledge becomes evil if the 
aim be not virtuous ." 

Jason is intrigued by this learned chat and sees an 
opportunity to score some points with the older man. "In my 
travels I read some 20th Century stuff in English - authors 
like Orwell, Bradbury, and Huxley - all about the future in 
the past." 

"Ah, Aldus Huxley. Will we never escape our fascination 
with the 20th Century when things were edgy but somehow 
still coherent? That was before technology broke free from 
all human control. And you know the rest - environmental 
destruction, wars, and finally Cybergeddon." 

"Why do you think things went so terribly wrong?" asks 
Jason. "Were not people grateful for having technology that 
produced so much stuff? Did they not want to remain 
vigilant to protect what they had?" 



Plato looks down, "Jason, I think it has something to do 
with the fatal flaw in humanity, which the Ancient Greeks 
understood all too well." 

"What is Hubris?" Memory blurts out the answer hurriedly 
as if she were a contestant on a vintage televised quiz show. 

"How right you are, Memory," Plato says with a nod. 
"Arrogance and pride begat the fall. People exaggerated 
their own ability to have everything and more without 
incurring any debt of money or duty. They felt entitled to be 
free to pursue nothing but pleasure and they eschewed the 
freedom to exercise good stewardship of Planet Earth." 

Plato furrows his brow. "We are trying to make sense out of 
the past, but in many respects that is an impossible task, 
like the one forced on poor Sisyphus." 

"Sisyphus?" 

"Yes, according to the myth, Sisyphus was punished for his 
trickery and deceitfulness by being forced to push a boulder 
up a hill. Each time he got to the top, the boulder would 
break loose and roll down the hill, and so Sisyphus had to 
start pushing the boulder up the hill all over again, only to 
have it roll down again. Perhaps the same goes for building 
our library. Every time we add to our collection and try to 
make sense out of it, we realize that we are no closer to the 
truth than before, and yet we keep on pushing that boulder 
up the hill by piling in more books. We have a definite 
purpose in mind, and it does not matter how absurd it is. We 
know that every traveler needs a compass as well as a 
destination, and books make it possible to travel where we 
cannot go. They are our only key to understanding the past. 
If the past has a future that was lost, our future may be in 
the past. 



Jason looks perplexed, and his mind goes blank. Plato lost 
him when Sisyphus went up the hill. 

Plato, seeing Jason blink dumbly, changes the subject. 
"Jason and Memory, I have a treat for you. Would you like to 
see my collection on Bionica?" Memory is very excited; she 
wants to know more about Bionica so that she can 
understand Jason better. Jason is less sure; he has become 
ashamed of his Bionican past. 

Plato takes Jason to the bottom floor of the mall, the 
bargain basement area, to view the exhibition on Bionica. 
He takes them to a room with panels that are full of hand 
scribbles. 

Plato explains, "These are the original designs for The Well 
database that were executed by a think-tank at Cal Tech. 
The purpose was to capture all kinds of knowledge for use 
by future generations." 

"Did they foresee Cybergeddon?" Jason asks, 

"There was always the fear that the entire system could 
collapse. People wanted redundancy. The Well was probably 
not the only giant database in the world, but today it is the 
only one we know about. The Well survived Cybergeddon 
because the data was transferred from hardware to Bionican 
peopleware." 

"So who decided what went in and what went out?" Jason 
asks. 

"Good question young man. There were gatekeepers who 
decided what was part of the canon. Some people talked 
about tension between 'two cultures' in which technology 
was the center of one culture, and literature and the arts the 
center of another culture. Of course, technology won and 



culture became canon fodder. People were more concerned 
about how fast and efficiently they could share information, 
and they forgot about the essence of content. All they 
wanted was fast, mobile access to superficial information 
with plenty of exciting graphics and sound. Everything else 
became secondary. It was so hard to keep up with a 
multiplicity of communication vehicles that no one thought 
deeply about what was important to communicate." 

Plato takes Jason back to the library stacks where there is 
an ongoing Bionica exhibit. 

Jason notices still photographs of his mother from the 
video images that Berk had shown him at the Mormon 
Temple. There are also glamorous photos of the Bead Lady. 
Upon seeing the Bead Lady, Jason turns white. He thinks 
that since these guys know everything about him, they must 
know about his crime. He failed to grasp her significance 
when he murdered her, and she is now part of his permanent 
history. Jason's personas, the killer and the learner, are at 
war within him. He starts to sweat and fidget, and is afraid 
that someone will call him out and seek revenge. 

Plato notices Jason's preoccupation with the Bead Lady. 
"So you know Beadina, I take it. We have not heard from her 
for quite some time," he says pausing for a long time. 
"Although she was a bit odd, she had a reputation for her 
wisdom and kindness. Would you like to learn more about 
her?" 

Reluctantly Jason nods, hoping that this would allay any 
suspicion of her disappearance, and Plato pops in a 
cartridge into the play unit. The Bead Lady appears in her 
garden explaining her philosophy of biodiversity 
maintaining the world's variation in flora and fauna. She 
talks of the wisdom she has gained stringing beads. 



Memory pipes in, "She was quite a lady, but not part of 
this world. Some call her a saint." 

Jason keeps quiet. There is a long silence. Attention is 
riveted on what the Bead Lady has to say. The Bead Lady is 
in the middle of one of her lectures when a few phrases 
capture Jason's attention. 

"Beware of those who are interested in power over others. 
Beware of those who speak for the entire human race. 
Beware of those who are incapable of laughter. Beware of 
those who are incapable of love. Beware of those..." Plato 
becomes impatient and shuts off the play unit. 

"Do not worry about her. She is an idealist. The real world 
calls for resolving the affairs among men, not among women 
who believe in what beads tell her. Having been interested 
in what the Bead Lady was talking about, Memory knows 
when she is not wanted and leaves in a huff. 

"Jason, now let us take our manly walk into the manly 
woods. Afterward, we can catch up with Aristotle who I know 
wants to talk to you about a project." 

* 


Plato puts his hand on Jason's shoulder, giving it a gentle 
squeeze, as they leave the library and follow the path for 
their walk in the woods, where he would like to continue to 
explore some possibilities. 

"We are living during difficult times. Only years ago, we 
thought that everything was lost, but now we have a chance 
to rebuild." 


"What is so different now? 



Plato looks away and then turns to face Jason, flushed with 
excitement. 

"We need you to help us mine The Well so that we can fill 
the gaps of what we do not know. If you do, things will be 
different in a big way. We want you to download information 
from The Well so that we can develop electric energy. 
Technology is the key to our future, especially in the 
development of wealth banking and trade." 

Jason recalls the Bionican tirades against greed that led to 
war and environmental destruction, and how those things 
eventually led to Cybergeddon. 

"It is not that simple. I cannot just download from The 
Well. You have to understand I lost my access and privileges 
as a hacker when I left Bionica. And I cannot go to Bionica 
because I would be put to death. They would batter my skull 
in with a special hammer and then throw my dying body 
over a wall where I would be eaten alive by birds." 

"I can see your difficulties. We certainly would not want 
that to happen to you. Why on earth, then, would Medea 
bring you here? I thought you would help us to access The 
Well, once you understood what is required. We still hope 
that you will." 

Jason smiles and says, "I guess there has been a lot of 
mission creep. Or perhaps there were too many creeps on 
the mission," Jason jokes. 

Plato responds in kind, "You know, all we Greeks care 
about is your nocturnal e-mission. So what is so special 
about your precious database that should exclude us?" 

Jason continues in all seriousness, "When I was a hacker, I 
was absolutely sure that there was a possibility that The 



Well could be used by you, I mean us, to bring back 
weapons of mass destruction. Now I know otherwise, and I 
understand that you only need access to The Well to bring 
back conveniences such as electricity and banking. But, I 
still believe that bad things could happen despite all the 
good intentions. What am I supposed to believe?" 

Plato responds, "I can see your dilemma. It is hard to prove 
that a possible danger does not exist. But, as you would 
expect, since I am a Greek, I happen to believe that the 
probability of misuse is small. I suppose there is always a 
possibility that someone could misuse The Well to build 
weapons of mass destruction, but I think you need to have 
faith in our institutions. We are not the Goths. We have good 
civilized values and we are sensible; together, with you, we 
can control our destiny for the greater good." 

Jason is not too sure. What Plato says goes against 
everything that he learned when he was a hacker. Jason says 
in frustration, "What you do not understand is that no one 
person can mine The Well. It would require the cooperation 
of all the hackers, but they would not be willing to do this. 
You have to understand that they are not slaves. 
Furthermore, you would have to train hundreds of new 
people to hack The Well." 

Uninterested in his objections, Plato does not listen to 
what Jason is saying and instead continues to press him. 

"You have got to find a way to help us out. Maybe you and 
the other hackers could train others to mine The Well. With 
our slaves, we already have an army of Daytrain users, who 
might easily be trained to access and retrieve all the 
information that we need." 



Jason replies, "But Daytrain alone does not make for 
qualified users, who must be bred to do what they do. There 
is no way for the Bionican hackers to train them to access 
The Well properly. And, frankly, this would not happen since 
the hackers have been taught since birth to distrust 
outsiders - especially the Greeks." 

Plato scratches his head. "Together we have come this far, 
and I still think you can help us because you are well on 
your way to becoming one of us. For some time now, you 
have enjoyed the good life with us. You have eaten our 
foods, harvested and cooked by our slaves. You have 
philandered with our women, even going so far to have Song 
fall in love with you, and you dumped her, you cad! For all 
this I would think you would show your appreciation to step 
up to the plate to help us in any way you can. Maybe we can 
find a way for you to help us negotiate with Bionica for their 
support; maybe you can enlist the help of the G-Sport Biker 
Femmes. I know the Bionicans are willing because lead 
hacker, Digi Diva, is willing to deal with us. You know, she is 
friendly with Gonorrhea, but in her heart of hearts, she 
probably still loves you. I heard she misses you, and she 
likes the way we live. You could go back to her and help us." 

Jason is troubled by what Plato knows and his willingness 
to use what he knows against him. He is shocked to learn of 
the re-emergence of Digi Diva as someone with connections 
and influence. He never trusted her. He knows that he 
should avoid contact her and with the Bionicans at all costs. 
He suspects that the Greeks are pulling a deal behind his 
back. Perhaps they are going to sell him out to her in 
exchange for access to The Well. Then the Bionicans will 
have revenge on his treachery, and the Greeks will have 
access to the Well. If only Jason had read the book Medea 
gave him, The Prince, more carefully. The problem is that 



even with all the time he spent with Medea, he never spent 
much time absorbing and applying what he read. 


Plato and Jason finish their walk and return to the library 
where Aristotle meets them. The three go to Aristotle's lab 
that is part of the nearby Skunk Works located on the old 
Caltech campus that was ransacked by anti-technology 
mobs who left tons of ruined laboratory equipment piled 
high. Today, they remain as a painful reminder of those sad 
days. 

The Skunk Works, on top of a steep hill, are surrounded by 
several rings of barbed-wire fences to prevent an attack from 
Greek "purists" who believe that Aristotle is up to no good. 
As they approach the building where Aristotle's lab is 
located, Jason is surprised to find several Goths thugs, hired 
as security guards, there to greet them. 

"I see that you have noticed my Goth guards," Aristotle 
remarks. "I am afraid that some influential members of the 
Greek community do not trust me. As you know, they 
believe that technology is against the Greek way of life." 

"What fools," Plato replies sarcastically as he and Jason 
follow Aristotle through a long corridor leading to Aristotle's 
labs. 


* 


Seated outside of Aristotle's office, Meditation looks up 
from her work. She greets the three men and takes them to 
the rear of the area where Aristotle's staff is working on a 
mock-up of a stand-alone power grid. 



"Our vision is to develop one of these, but we need 
additional information about power technology, especially 
solar energy and batteries. Our written materials fall short of 
what we need." 

Aristotle adds, "We are also working on radio 
communication that would be able to send powerful radio 
signals out. But, first we need some answers. Is there anyone 
out there to receive them? Are there others who have access 
to electric power? It used to be that people would send 
signals to outer space hoping to reach some alien beings. 
Today we are using similar methods to locate other groups of 
people on our own devastated planet." 

"Power to the people," Meditation jokes. 

Aristotle responds seriously. "It takes power to empower 
people. If you solve the power problem, you solve the people 
problem. First we need to focus on developing better 
hardware." 

Jason interrupts the conversation between Plato and 
Aristotle. "Berk is your hardware guy. What does he have to 
say?" 

Aristotle replies, "He is too enamored with useless 
equipment. Since you have already seen his outpost in 
Bionica, know that he has got every piece of old hardware 
imaginable. He is not a forward thinker; he is merely a 
collector, a hobbyist without an overall strategy." Plato 
groans while Aristotle blows his nose. Jason is not sure 
whether he wants to add to the criticism or to defend Berk. 

Aristotle continues, "He just wants attention; he wants a 
place in history." 



"What a joke," Plato laughs. "History depends on libraries. 
Without a system for storage and access, there is no legacy. 
Berk has his private collection of unordered bits of 
knowledge and techie stuff, but that is not worth a hill of 
beans." 

"Ah, that is where you come in dear Plato, and you can 
leave the rest of us plebes to worry about the 
infrastructure," Aristotle says half-jokingly. Meditation has all 
but disappeared from the conversation. She scribbles down 
a few notes here and there and looks distracted. 

It is no surprise that Aristotle is more favorably disposed to 
the man of action than the man of words. But he and Plato 
share one thing in common. They are both surrounded by 
bevies of young men, with names that are sometimes used 
interchangeably with their genitalia - the common Dick, the 
hard Peter, the willing Willie, the dodging Roger, and the 
enduring Jonathan. They would love to acquire Jason and to 
rework his name to fit in. 

Jason looks around to see these men at work. "What about 
Berk?" Jason asks slyly. 

Aristotle laughs. "Berk, the Jerk. He is a loner, not a team 
player. He is mainly a hardware nut who does not appreciate 
the importance of social systems the way I do. I admit that 
Berk is valuable because of his understanding of equipment 
for storage and retrieval. Most of the recorded knowledge 
that survived Cybergeddon is only available through him. 
We need this Lilliputian for playback," Aristotle adds with 
contempt as Plato nods in agreement. 

Aristotle turns his head to Jason. "We are also very 
interested in storing our most important current information 



electronically. We need something that will outlast people 
and paper. People die, and books can be lost or ruined." 

Plato gets on his high horse. "I do not agree with you, 
Aristotle. Paper is not bad. Books have survived since the 
ancient scrolls. All that remains of electronic information is 
the buzz in Bionican brains and radio signals floating 
through space that left the planet forever ago. Storage in 
the cloud - bah, humbug!" 

While Aristotle is talking, Jason sees in his mind's eye a 
strangely familiar condor circling in a brilliant blue sky. A 
large cloud moves to obscure the blinding white sun and the 
condor slips from view. Jason knows this vision and fears that 
his future is slipping away as well. 

Jason gets defensive. "If what you are saying is true, the 
Bionicans are far more advanced than anyone in the world 
because they do not need equipment to support advanced 
communications. All we have to do is to keep them alive 
and..." 

"Keep feeding them Daytrain," Aristotle completes his 
sentence for him. "That manna from heaven," he adds 
sarcastically. "You have to man up. Everybody has to serve 
somebody." 

Jason is put off by Aristotle's cynicism. He does not want to 
service Aristotle. 

Sensing Jason's discomfort, Plato comes to his defense. 
"Jason may have a point, but it is only a conceit. The 
Bionicans believe in knowledge for its own sake. Some of the 
Greeks even say they are the world's true intellectuals," 
Plato ventures with a devilish grin. 



Aristotle, not to be outdone, inveighs, "Idiot savants may 
know a lot, too. But they do not know what to do with what 
they know or with what they have! That goes for you, too, 
Jason." 

"Know thyself," Plato laughs out. 

Jason is nervous. He believes that all this discussion - idiot 
savant and knowledge for the sake of knowledge - are 
simply veiled attacks on him to convince him to help the two 
old men get access to The Well. What he does not 
understand is that they want full access to something else." 

"Just what do you want from me?" Jason asks. 

Plato grins again, "Depends on what you have." 

Jason becomes defensive. "Stop playing around. What 
gives?" 


Plato keeps on grinning, "Show us what you can do. Then, 
if you can do what we need, we will let you in on 
everything." 

Jason did not expect to be the butt of a joke, and does not 
realize that his butt is the joke. He is furious because Plato 
does not take him seriously. 

Aristotle tries to soften things a bit, "Plato is toying with 
you. We would like your help because you have a lot to 
offer." 

By now, with all this teasing, Jason is mentally off track, 
thinking the unthinkable. He wonders whether he should 
just kill both of them and thereby prevent their scheme to 
mine The Well and to undermine him as well. But if he were 
to kill the two old men, this would not be the right time 



because he still has to think of the future of his son, Pericles. 
So, he decides that the best defense is a good offense. He 
decides that he will control his anger and use the element of 
surprise to his advantage. 

And so he says plainly, "You can count on me. I will help 
you get access to The Well." Reassured, Plato and Aristotle 
arrange for Jason to meet with the Praetorian Guard to 
finalize his induction. 



CHAPTER 15 
SEARCH AND DESTROY 


Un behalf of the Praetorian guard, I would like to lead a 
preemptive strike against Bionica," Jason says, startling both 
Plato and Aristotle. His intention is to throw them off guard, 
allowing him to learn more about what their real intentions 
are. Jason slowly repeats the word, preemptive. Plato and 
Aristotle are surprised. They had expected Jason to be more 
protective of Bionica. 

Plato sighs, "Preemptive is a powerful word that can lead 
to mischief." 

Aristotle throws up his hands. "The Great Plague was 
preemptive, was it not?" 

Plato strokes his chin casually. "The Great Plague was the 
endgame of technology." They are not taking Jason seriously. 

Plato and Aristotle continue their effete conversation as 
Jason's mind roams. Did the Greeks have something to do 
with the Great Plague? Was it a giant reboot of civilization 
that got out of control? Confused, Jason says goodbye and 
walks back to Elysium. Upon returning to Elysium, he sees 
Medea, who is sitting in the garden sipping a cool drink. She 
invites him to join her. 


Jason pauses for a moment and then says, "I cannot do it." 



"What is it that you cannot do?" Medea asks with the 
laconic diction of a therapist. 

"I do not want to be involved in what they want me to do, 
this technology transfer stuff. Deep down, despite what 
anyone says to the contrary, I still believe that there is a 
possibility of using The Well to develop weapons of mass 
destruction. I cannot rid myself of this belief." 

Medea is annoyed. "I would have thought that by now you 
would see things for what they are and you would adjust 
your beliefs. Anything is possible, but I am telling you we do 
not have the power or the will to create weapons of mass 
destruction. Our population is too small. We do not need 
weapons of mass destruction to kill. We have our methods. 
As you have done with the Goths, we can do that just fine 
with the low technology that we have." 

Jason misses the point. "Yes, but if we do a brain dump 
from Bionica, it is possible that people would use Bionican 
knowledge for evil purposes?" 

Medea becomes impatient. "Do not be dense. We have our 
hands full already with the Goths. They have a much larger 
population, and they are the ones that have the potential to 
do some real evil. They have a lot of power already. They 
control the roads, and we cannot go anywhere without them. 
And while the Goths hate us, deep down they want what we 
have. We need to have some countervailing power to keep 
our culture, and our knowledge viable. I had hoped you 
would jump at the opportunity for a better life and do what 
sensible people do - like Plato and Aristotle; they see things 
for what they are." 


"So what is it that you want from me?" 



Media replies emphatically, "Forget weapons of mass 
destruction and work with us. We need your help to 
safeguard the Daytrain trade. We need to expand so that 
someday we will have a cadre of knowledge workers that will 
help us build up a new infrastructure based on what we 
could learn from The Well. We would like you to help us build 
up the Kurzweil Institute that will be devoted to managing 
virtual knowledge currently stored in The Well." 

Jason still is not too sure what his assignment entails. He is 
mortally afraid of tangling with the Bionicans. He knows that 
they are out to kill him, and he is afraid they are already in 
cahoots with the G-spot Biker Femmes 

Stroking his back, Medea entreats her apprehensive lover 
to be patient and to trust her. 

"Hold on until tomorrow. You have been summoned to 
meet with the Hellenic Council. Wait and see what 
assignment they have for you. I think you are going to like 
it. They have crafted it especially for you." 

* 


Next day Jason appears before the Hellenic Council. Medea 
gives the nod to Plato, who then addresses Jason. 

"Jason, Medea has informed us about your crusades 
against the Christians when you led the Goths, and we want 
you to lead an expedition, not against the Bionicans, but 
against the Christians. These bible thumpers have 
successfully infiltrated the Goths since your departure. 
These homophobic Christian terrorists are gaining influence 
among the Goths. They are distributing old Bibles that were 
found in an abandoned warehouse. Their ministers are 



teaching the Goths how to read the Bible and to hate us 
because of our so-called heathen lifestyle. 

Jason is flattered. They are taking his ideas seriously and 
have deferred their plan to penetrate the firewall of The 
Well. Perhaps he can trust them after all. In the meantime, 
he can breathe easier now. And he will not have to kill the 
old men, at least not yet. 

"What is so dangerous about these particular bible 
thumpers? Do they have weapons? When I led the Goths, it 
was easy to kill them as they all yearn to become martyrs." 

Plato steps forward and says with his deep voice, "They 
may say they are peaceful. But, you of all people should 
know. Because they are true believers, they would want to 
see the return of weapons of mass destruction to bring on 
what they call the Second Coming. They are the ones who 
caused Cybergeddon because they did not believe in the 
future of technology without their God and their Savior. 
Remember Little Eddie? You bashed his head in because he 
was causing trouble for you Bionicans by preaching the 
gospel of Genesis. As a Bionican you were right to fear the 
Christians, because they are the ones who would use 
weapons of mass destruction." 

Jason is shocked that Plato knows about Little Eddie and 
wonders if there is anything he does not know. One of the 
hackers must have been a spy for the Greeks. Maybe Jimmy 
the Greek, or perhaps, after what he has heard about Digi 
Diva, it is she. He starts to sweat and uses Medea's calming 
herbs as a balm to his mounting anxiety. Plato puts his hand 
on Jason's shoulder and then moves it to his thigh, with the 
customary squeeze that the old Greek men use with pliable 
young men. He speaks to him like the father he never had, 
"Praetorian son, these Christians are out to kill our Daytrain 



trade. Your job is to neutralize them. No one must find out 
that it is we doing the killing." A tear of joy falls from Jason's 
eye. He has never before been called son. 

Aristotle quotes his namesake, "We make war that we may 
live in peace". 

The Council authorizes the mission and assigns a deaf- 
mute warrior, Tasman, to help Jason carry out the slaughter 
of the Christian proselytizers. The two desperados take off 
with a string of pack mules burdened with provisions and 
plenty of Daytrain to trade for whatever they can get that 
will advance their nefarious Christian killing purpose. 

This mission is right up Jason's alley and returns him to a 
level of comfort that he can live with. In his heart, he is 
proud of being a paladin for a just cause; he is a born killer 
who relishes this chance to make his mark. He sets aside his 
earlier thoughts and fears of the Greeks and leaves all the 
scheming to his handlers - Medea, Plato, and Aristotle. For 
now, he will do as ordered. 

Tasman prepares a hot bath and cuts off branches of a 
birch sapling to prepare Jason to kill the Christians. After 
Jason emerges from a hot bath, Tasman hands Jason a clump 
of branches for self-flagellation that will steel him for his 
mission. 


* 


"It is good to feel like a real man again," Jason says to 
himself after his round of self-flagellation. "All those nights 
with the sisters made me soft." 



Going on this mission requires yet another name change, 
back to his Goth moniker. Jason knows the drill; he says to 
himself three times, "I am not Jason. I am Siegfried, I am 
Siegfried, I am Siegfried." In a trice, he feels like his old 
Siegfried self again, able to take advantage of his Siegfried 
thoughts and feelings. Things are simple again. No more 
head-troubling discussions, no more playing with words. He 
is away from lofty thoughts and back in action at last. 
Already he can feel his muscles swell and the stubble on his 
chin start to roughen. 

Siegfried and Tasman depart for The Valley. It does not 
take long to find the Christians. The praying and the ringing 
bells are a dead giveaway. Siegfried and Tasman approach 
the Christian encampment where several cabins encircle a 
small Quonset hut with a wooden cross on top. As they 
approach the make-do church, they hear male voices 
singing, "Amazing grace, how sweet the sound." 

The singing stops and a man comes out to greet them. 
"Hello, I am Simon. What brings you here, stranger?" Simon 
is a short old man with a long matted beard, his clothing in 
tatters. 

"We are searching for something," Siegfried says, looking 
at Tasman, who smirks back. "My friend here cannot speak or 
hear, but he obeys very well." 

"You have come to the right place. Obedience is a virtue. 
May peace be with you." Paul, Simon's co-religionist, joins 
the group. "Welcome brothers; as ye shall seek, so ye shall 
find." Paul is taller than Simon and better dressed in his 
black cassock and ruff. 

"We have something for you," Simon says. They go inside 
where Bibles are stacked to the ceiling. 



"God led us to a warehouse not far from here where we 
found bibles containing his Word waiting to be spread to all 
who seek peace." 

"Straight from heaven, the Good Book," Paul exclaims, 
"Please take two as our gift." Smiling with ill intent, Siegfried 
and Tasman take the books from Paul. 

"We have much to do in the name of the Lord," says 
Simon, "We are on a mission to bring Jesus to the Barbarian 
heart. We will summon their guardian angels to help them 
give up Daytrain and alcohol. The weakest among them is 
welcome to come to Jesus and join the brotherhood of the 
apostles." 

"And sisterhood," Paul adds. 

"Yes ... to be sure, the sisterhood - all are worthy to greet 
the coming of the Lord." 

Siegfried lies, "We too are in need of spiritual guidance. I 
know how to read so I can be of service." 

Paul is very excited to recruit co-religionists who know how 
to read. "Come right in and be one with us." 

Paul and Simon prepare a meal, and the four men break 
bread. 

Paul explains, "As you can see, we have thousands of 
copies of the Good Book. Our sacred duty is to teach the 
Goths to read so that they can know the Word. We want to 
rid the world of Daytrain and spread the good news of Christ 
instead." 

Jason and Tasman follow Paul and Simon to the warehouse 
where there are still thousands of brand-new, never-used 



Bibles enmeshed in cobwebs. 


"This is only one of the warehouses left behind by the 
Good Shepherd Movement. The mobs slaughtered our 
people. They accused them of spreading the virus that 
caused the Great Plague. There have been many Christian 
martyrs since." 

Looking around suspiciously, Siegfried slyly asks, "Where 
are the people that you have converted so far?" 

Paul and Simon beckon Siegfried and Tasman to follow 
them. After hiking for fifteen minutes, they come upon an 
encampment by a river. There are several hundred men, 
women, and children in the middle of a prayer meeting 
reading aloud from their Bibles. "Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death". 

To Siegfried this is the height of subversion. When he was 
a hacker, it was his duty to annihilate anyone aiding and 
abetting Christianity. And on his crusades as a Goth he 
would have ordered all his men to kill these people. 
Oblivious to what Siegfried is thinking, Paul and Simon want 
to show off their flock to their distinguished visitors. 

"They are good people, getting ready for a better world. 
Feel free to mingle and get to know them. You, too, may find 
a deep and lasting peace here," Paul says. 

One of the starry-eyed male religionists approaches 
Siegfried. 

"When you see all things, you will know that He is near." 
The man's face is transfixed in a vacant but rapturous 
expression of awe. 



Siegfried suddenly starts to hear voices from all directions. 
He feels every eye in the camp looking at him. A nasty 
twang catches his ear. 

"We know who you are. You are going nowhere. Your place 
is with us, Praise the Lord," says an elderly man with an eye 
patch. 

"It is not too late to save your soul," says a toothless 
woman. 

"May the Lord forgive your sins," the crowd calls together 
at him. 

Siegfried has heard such ejaculations before, especially 
the latter, usually right before cutting the person in half with 
his sword, but never with such intensity. The crowd slowly 
approaches him with hands extended to express friendship. 

"We welcome you to our new community of the faithful," 
they chant. 

Then they raise their voices in joyous song. The more 
Siegfried listens, the greater is his pain and revulsion. 
Hacker flashbacks take him to the times he used the hacker 
hammer to smash in the heads of Jesus freaks to restore 
order and harmony to The Well. 

Hearing the crowd chant, Siegfried sees his duty in a clear 
light. No longer obsessed with weapons of mass destruction, 
he now sinks his teeth into another mission - eliminating the 
religious contagion that he believes threatens the world 
again. Contrary to what he might have heard from the Greek 
elders, it was religious fanaticism that was the cause of the 
Great Plague, and his duty, as he now understands it, is to 
make the world safe for rationality. As a killer, his only 



destiny, his quest, is to kill the Christians again and again 
when called upon. 

"Are you ready to accept Christ?" Paul asks Siegfried. 
Siegfried puts on a smile and says, "We have seen the way, 
the truth and the light. We will return with offerings to 
celebrate our rebirth," Siegfried says, confident in the newly 
learned powers of deceit that he got from the Greeks. 

Simon looks the other way. He realizes what is in store for 
him. 

"I know what is in your heart." 

Thinking of his black heart, Siegfried says nothing. 

Siegfried and Tasman then leave the encampment and 
return two days later with Charlie Company, a group of 
handpicked Goth mercenaries, to complete this search and 
destroy mission. 

"I am going ahead to scout out the situation. Wait for me 
here until I return." 

Siegfried climbs up the slope, looks back and then 
continues towards a wooded area of Eucalyptus trees where 
he hears trickles of water. Siegfried recognizes Simon 
standing by a stream praying. His lips barely move as his 
eyes turn upward. 

As Siegfried approaches him, Simon abruptly stops his 
prayers and turns around to face Siegfried, stooping under 
the weight of a large metal cross strapped to his back. 

"Are you looking for martyrdom?" Siegfried asks, recalling 
martyrs he met in his old hacker job. He is happy to be back 
facilitating Christian sacrifice. 



"No, I just want to keep The Word alive." Simon looks up. 
"You have come back. I know why you are here, but it is too 
late." 

"Too late for what?" Siegfried asks impatiently. "Too late to 
save you." 

"To save me? Save me from what? Maybe you are the one 
who needs to be saved," Siegfried responds angrily as his 
nausea index rises. 

"You are on the path of wickedness. Your unrelenting 
thoughts will lead to your destruction. Your evil actions will 
doom you forever." 

"I am on a noble crusade," Siegfried protests. 

"Have you no shame? You are a sinner unaware of his 
guilt." 

"What have I done?" Siegfried asks. 

"You have killed. You will suffer everlasting shame 
unless..." 

"And unless I do what?" 

"Unless you let Him absolve you from your sins." Simon's 
words pierce him with fear and loathing, and shame, 
especially the capital "H" with which Simon refers to his 
savior. 

"There is only one way, young man," the old man says 
gently. "All you need to do is follow Him. He is the path to 
truth and light." 



Simon moves towards Siegfried and touches his back. 
Siegfried wants to slash the old man down with his sword, 
but instead he stiffens. The unexpected warmth of the old 
man's hand penetrates his body, but his gentle touch only 
makes him feel sicker as his murderous nausea floods him. 

All Siegfried can do is squirm. Simon's gentle words have a 
corrosive effect on him. The more the old man speaks, the 
more agitated Siegfried feels. "I am warning you. Stop 
spamming me... I promise I will kill you if you do not stop," 
Siegfried pleads. 

Siegfried knows that he has to stop this zealot and all 
proselytizing zealots like him that have ravaged the earth 
with their righteous bigotry. 

Siegfried's nausea creeps up from his stomach to his 
throat and he starts to heave as the old man recites from the 
First Epistle of Peter, 1:24: "All flesh is grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withered, and 
the flower thereof falleth away". 

A murderous impulse rushes from Siegfried's stomach to 
his brain. He recalls killing Little Eddie when he refused to 
stop quoting Old Testament scripture. Now he has to deal 
with the New Testament. 

"Shut up! Shut up!" Siegfried yells at the old man who 
continues to preach the Gospel. 

Siegfried recalls all the evil wiles of evangelistic religion. 
The evangelists are the ones who longed for Armageddon. 
They are the ones who preached salvation in the afterlife 
while despoiling the environment, destroying the forests and 
poisoning the waters. They are the ones who preached about 
heaven when they should have talked about salvation for 
the earth. They are the ones who developed weapons of 



mass destruction and rained death down from the sky on 
anyone who did not believe in their Him. They are the one 
who brought on the Great Plague. They are the ones who 
crashed the system, sending fundamentalist hordes to wreak 
havoc by sabotaging technology. 

"What can I do to save you, young man?" Simon looks up 
with a pained smile as he continues to quote scripture. 
Siegfried's hacker instincts take over, and with a renewed 
sense of purpose, he does what he has to do. Moving swiftly, 
he channels his former self, Condor. He grabs Simon's beard 
and pulls him down on his knees. With the old man in his 
grip, he tears the cross from his neck, rips off his clothing 
and empties his pack, tossing out the contents on the 
ground - a shroud, a loaf of bread, and a bottle of wine. The 
dazed old preacher man is on his knees and looks to heaven 
one last time as Siegfried forces him to the ground and 
cruelly hacks him to death with the metal cross. 

The martyred minion of Jesus speaks his barely audible 
parting words. "Father, forgive him; for he knows not what 
he does." Siegfried drags the old man's body into a nearby 
ditch, tidies himself up from his murdering and walks down 
the stream to wash off the old man's blood. As he rinses his 
hands in the stream, he sees the reflection of his face 
distorted in the red eddies. 

As he looks at himself in the water, Siegfried eats the old 
man's bread and takes a swig from the bottle, spilling the 
blood red wine across the Lacryma Christi label; and then, 
without thinking why, he makes the sign of the cross across 
his chest and steps into the waters. He submerges himself 
until he feels sufficiently absolved to go on. He returns to his 
men, who have been waiting for him to execute the next 
phase of the operation. 



After setting up a machine gun nest on a promontory 
overlooking the campgrounds, Siegfried gives Tasman the 
high-five sign - the order to kill. Charlie Company sets the 
camp on fire early in the morning just as people are rising 
from their sleep. Tasman leads Charlie Company into the 
campgrounds to "pacify" the Christian followers while 
Siegfried remains back to mow down those trying to escape. 

"Take this, you righteous bastards," he cries out in pangs 
of pleasure that comes with the rattling of a successful 
machine-gun killing that is so easy because of his physical 
removal from the actual violence. He so impressed with the 
results that he kisses the barrel of the machine gun, which is 
so hot that it burns his puckered lips in one of the most 
passionate acts of affection he has ever experienced. That 
night, exhausted from ending so many lives, he dreams 
about his victims, dancing and singing for more, happy that 
finally someone has put them out of their misery. 

Next day, Siegfried inspects the carnage and coldly 
calculates the body count. The bodies include many women 
and children. Among them he finds the corpse of Paul, 
clutching a crucifix with both hands. 

"Semper Fi," mumbles Siegfried, "Nothing worth having 
comes without sacrifice." Siegfried is anxious to return to the 
Greeks, expecting to be rewarded for his mission 
accomplished, but he has to take a long circuitous route to 
avoid being spotted by the Goth sentries that patrol the 
border regions. As he approaches the edge of Macedonia, he 
repeats his Greek name three times as he had done before, 
"I am not Siegfried. I am Jason, I am Jason, I am Jason." 
Tasman makes funny noises as if he too were changing his 
password. The password change makes Jason hunger for the 
Greek way of life. 



Jason and Tasman stop by Elysium to see Medea before 
appearing before the Hellenic Council to give a report of the 
mission. Medea is not at Elysium. "She is with the Goths," 
Xantippe explains. 

Memory, Meditation, and Song are off in a corner of the 
parlor room, very quiet. There is a wall of silence. Jason 
wants to resume things where he left off. He had been 
looking forward to further "explorations" with them. He is 
eager to justify his actions through philosophy. But instead, 
they confront him. 

"Is it true about your mission? We have heard terrible 
things." Jason did not expect Meditation to know. 

"It is true that I have been on a mission to the Goths 
authorized by the Hellenic Council. I have done my duty; I 
cannot say anything more. This mission is secret." 

"We already know about it. You killed innocent people, and 
that is wrong," Song blurts out. 

"How did you find out about my mission? Who told you?" 

"I overheard Aristotle at the Skunk Works, talking about it 
to Plato," Meditation says. 

"And what did they say?" 

Meditation responds, "They said they were not sure it was 
a good idea." 

Song is upset and starts to cry as Jason defends himself. 



"I did my duty as I was told. It was their idea. We cannot 
let the contagion of religiosity spread. Medea will back me 
up on this." 

Xantippe enters the parlor room and glares at Jason, "If 
you must know, Medea is off to the Goths to see if she can 
straighten out the mess you have created. Thor is very angry 
and wants you dead." 

Song approaches him in tears. "Is there anything we tried 
to teach you that sank in?" she says with a mixture of anger 
and hurt. "You are nothing but a wanton, cold-blooded killer, 
and to think that I fell in love with you and believed that you 
would one day become a self-actualized person." 

"All I can say is that I have been true to my duty. I stuck to 
my guns. I did it to defend your way of life." 

"Not in my name!" cries Song. 

Meditation gives Jason a look of reproach. "What are you 
talking about? Education was wasted on you. The hope was 
that you would learn to think for yourself and help us 
salvage what is needed from Bionica. Education is what 
allows you to act on principle and to disobey orders that are 
morally wrong." 

Memory also confronts Jason with harsh words, "What 
made you believe we would go along with you and your 
killing?" 


Jason responds angrily, "You are the beneficiaries of the 
system. What right do you have to question the very 
foundation of what sustains you? Look around you, all this 
wealth, all this privilege. Did it ever occur to you that the 
good things in your life come at a price?" 



Meditation pauses before responding. "Do not think that 
we are that naive. Of course, we know our good fortune is 
related to the misfortune of others," she says waving at her 
slaves. "It is our burden to be reminded of this every day." 

One of the house slaves brings in a bowl of fruit and offers 
it to Jason as Meditation looks on. 

"What would this bowl of fruit have to do with killing 
Christians?" Mediation asks sarcastically. 

"Terrorists," Jason corrects her. "From now on we will call 
them terrorists." 

"Why have you chosen such a violent path?" Song pleads. 

"I had no choice. I did not choose my path. I was ordered 
to do this by the Hellenic Council," Jason responds. 

"You did not have to follow the order; you did not have to 
take your assignment. They were just testing you. They 
wanted you to do what you did to prove you wanted it. They 
took advantage of you. You should have rejected the order. 
You failed their test." 

After a long silence, Jason says in his defense, "I did my 
duty. If the religionists are allowed to preach what they 
want, it will end the Greek way of life." 

Memory takes a deep breath and stares Jason down. "How 
do you presume to know what will happen to our way of life? 
Are you psychic? Do the beads tell you the future? 

Song comes forward wiping her tears and says, "People 
who kill other people without remorse are monsters. You are 
a monster." 



"I did feel bad when I killed the old man by the river, 
especially after I ate his only bread and wine. What was his 
name? Oh yes, Simon, I almost forgot. But a man has to do 
what he has to do. Do not condemn me for being honest." 

"We are not condemning you for being honest. We are 
condemning you for killing innocent people. I am so 
ashamed of having been with you. I am ashamed of having 
exposed myself to you. I am ashamed of having a killer 
inside me in the name of pleasure. What kind of pleasure is 
this? I cannot go on," Song wails in despair. 

Memory and Meditation comfort their sister. "We both slept 
with him as well. You are not alone in that. We all share your 
shame." 

Jason storms out of the house with Tasman in tow on his 
way to the Hellenic Council to give his report. Regardless of 
what the sisters have said, Jason still expects the Council to 
look favorably upon what he has accomplished during his 
recent mission. 

Plato opens up the proceedings. "I understand that you 
have created quite a mess." 

Jason steps forward. "Sir, I followed instructions; my 
mission was to root out religionists." 

Plato looks out of the window. "We wanted you to find a 
conspiracy, but not to commit willy-nilly genocide. You went 
too far by entrapping potential religionists. You killed women 
and children, and how could you, a father!" 

Jason is close to shouting. "This was a necessary pre¬ 
emptive strike to prevent the spread of religions, anti¬ 
rationalist contagion, Sir." 



Aristotle sighs, "And now the Goths suspect that we are 
behind this. You of all people should know that the Goths 
believe that summary executions are unsporting." 

Jason responds with sarcasm, "Except when it comes to 
bad poetry. Goth life is cheap. Do not pretend to care about 
the Goths or pretend you did not set me up." 

Medea rushes in to give her report, just back from her 
shuttle diplomacy with the Goths. "The Goths are very angry. 
Jason killed the relatives of some of the tribal chiefs in the 
leadership. I denied our involvement and instead blamed 
the Bionicans who are dead set against organized religion. I 
explained to them that the Greeks would never kill those 
who advocate reading. I think they bought this explanation." 

Aristotle asks, "So they do not suspect that Jason is behind 
the killings?" 

"Jason's name never came up. But, they said that one of 
the killers looked like Siegfried. Thor and Mad Moxie know, 
of course, about Jason and his former self as Siegfried, but 
they will not let on because they were in on Jason's coming 
here. Plus some of the deaths are beneficial to Thor." 

Aristotle pauses and then says, "Still, this is a messy 
situation, but we cannot allow Thor's power to weaken." 

"I will work with Thor to handle this," Medea says 
confidently. 

She then wipes her face and looks at Jason. "I am afraid 
there is a price to pay, even if you think what you did was 
right." 

"But I did what you wanted me to do," Jason protests. 



"We are going to have to stop your missions. It is better 
that you lay low. I promised Thor that you would." 

"Are we better off with religionists dead?" Aristotle asks 
Medea. 

Medea shrugs her shoulder. "There is no real way of 
stopping people who want to spread the Word. Jason just 
slowed them down and created more martyrs in the 
process." 

"Then what should we do next?" Plato asks. 

Aristotle says quietly, "I will arrange for a large shipment 
of goods to buy them off." 

Just as the group warms up to Aristotle's idea, a courier 
brings the news of Song's suicide. 

Jason acts as if he is devastated by the news. "Why did she 
do it? Am I to blame?" 

Medea puts her hand on Jason's shoulder - a perfunctory 
gesture to comfort him. "Suicide is a sign of weakness. Song 
should have understood what you were all about. Education 
was wasted on her as well. She remained too emotional." 

Jason does not like this mean assessment and takes cold 
comfort in what Medea has to say. Who knows? Had he 
married Song, he might have made her happy, or maybe he 
might have killed her for being too intrusive. He leaves the 
house for an all-night walk in the fields. The voices in his 
head intensify. 

At first he hears his mother's voice. "I created you from my 
last ovum and you will be forever mine. Be prepared for your 
destiny," she whispers. 



Then all he can hear is a woman's sobbing, first one, then 
several, and then hundreds of sobbing voices. He lies down 
to sleep under a tree to drown out what he hears and returns 
to his reoccurring nightmare about Cybergeddon in which 
this time the three young women - Memory, Mediation, and 
Song - look at his naked form with scorn. 



CHAPTER 16 
PERICLES 


l v l edea urges Jason to stay with her at Elysium to allow the 
fallout from his ill-fated mission to blow over. 

"This is a great opportunity for you to immerse yourself in 
studies again, to become a true man of letters. You can no 
longer be involved in covert actions. You are safe so long as 
you stay here." 

"But I was not wrong. I did what had to be done." 

"Don't worry, things will blow over. You can be of real help 
to us, but not as a warrior. You must become a scholar. You 
must immerse yourself in studies again. Also, you need to 
attend to the education of your son. Do you even remember 
his name? Now that the sisters have abandoned you, 
Xantippe will help you with him. Meanwhile, I have to go 
back to Thor and continue my work with him and his 
disgusting Goths." 

Again Jason immerses himself in the vast library 
at Elysium. He reads further into the tomes of the ancients, 
memorizing passages that Medea thinks will be useful later 
on, though none of her previous suggestions were helpful in 
any way. Thus far, all he has to show for his studies is a dead 
Song. Still Medea said that his skills would help her work 
with Thor to bring formal education to the Goths. Perhaps 
she plans for him to be a teacher to the Goths. She also told 



him that his mastery of Greek culture would rebuild his trust 
with the Greek leadership; they still want his help to harvest 
information from The Well. 

As Jason studies away, Medea is gone from Elysium much 
of the time, spending most of her time at the Sky House as 
Thor's wife - the true power behind his throne. While away, 
she attends many functions with Thor as his beard, thereby 
giving continuous cover for his clandestine homosexual 
relationship with Mad Moxie. She is also indispensable as a 
strategist in handling the Daytrain trade. Medea's popularity 
with all of the Goths increases as the Goth standard of living 
rises thanks to her solid connections with the Greeks. Medea 
delivers very good trading terms to her subjects. 

"I missed you, Jason," Medea says upon her return with 
mock affection. Her life with Thor has been largely all work 
and no play. 

"You should see the other side of Mad Moxie. Thor is 
penetrating him on the education front." 

"I know. I know. With you, education is everything." 

"Well, not everything ." She says as she entices Jason to 
the boudoir where Medea does what she likes to do best, 
cavorting while polishing up Jason on the finer points of 
rhetoric. As they make love, Medea commands Jason with 
Greek words, like piyeno (go), ne (yes), ohi (no), as well as 
with an established set of coos and grunts to provide 
positive and negative reinforcement. This time she utters exi 
(six) and enea (nine) - her favorite numbers, ending with a 
definite erhome (come); Jason executes with precision but 
without finesses, unable to savor the moment. Medea likes it 
best when Jason is stoking like a locomotive with her at the 
helm, but despite all his aggressiveness as a killer, he has 



settled into lovemaking with silent passivity rooted in 
obedience to Medea. Medea thinks she should feel lucky to 
have this arrangement, but the perfunctory nature of it 
leaves a lot to be desired. 

"Jason, do you not know that getting there is half the fun? 
Why do you not stop and smell the roses?" Jason brushes off 
Medea's question by saying nothing. He is perfectly content 
to be free from Gonorrhea's 21 Marital Principles. 

Next morning, Xantippe, leading the ten-year-old Pericles 
by the hand, joins Medea and Jason for breakfast. Pericles 
sits opposite to his father, who is unable to engage the boy 
in small talk since he is too embarrassed to reveal that he 
has momentarily forgotten the boy's name. "Ah, here is 
Pericles," Medea says coming to the rescue. She then fills 
the silence at the table by talking about her work with the 
Goths and how she believes her marriage of convenience to 
Thor will lead to everlasting peace and prosperity for both 
people. 

After breakfast, Xantippe talks to Medea in confidence 
about Pericles. Medea already knows that Xantippe is 
struggling with Pericles' education and that Jason has been 
largely unavailable. Although he is no longer away on killer 
missions, Jason now spends his available time immersed in 
books and has left the education of his son to others. Song's 
death and the departure of Memory and Meditation left a 
gaping hole in the school program. With much regret, Medea 
closes the school and focuses on Pericles and his education. 

"He still misses Song and asks for her," Xantippe explains, 
"I do not think the boy is quite right." 

Pericles' mind wanders a lot. All he wants to do is to hear 
the slaves sing the latest selections from the D-train hit 



parade while they pamper him without wallowing in the 
sadness of their servitude. They know that Pericles 
witnessed Jason's rape of women slaves at Elysium. When in 
their presence, he averts his eyes ashamed of his father's 
brutality. 

As expected, Medea has the answer. "It is time for a 
change. We need to find another school for Pericles now that 
the girls are no longer here to take care of him. He needs 
extra attention, and we need to find him a place where he 
can learn to study with students his own age." 

Xantippe and Medea catch up with Jason, who is in the 
library thumbing through books. 

Medea announces, "It is time for Pericles to go to school." 

"Pericles to school?" Jason is not sure at first what to think, 
but then he likes the idea; that means even more time away 
from his son to lose himself in the Elysium library in pursuit 
of knowledge without distractions. 

After the servants fetch Pericles, Jason scrutinizes him and 
says, "Pericles, I think it is time for you to become a man." 
Hiding his tears at the thought of being sent away, Pericles 
turns away and rushes out of the room to go outside and 
play with the slave children, leaving the adults to talk about 
Pericles' schooling. 

Jason and Medea enroll Pericles in The Acropolis, a macho, 
rough and tumble, military-style boarding school in Polis. 
Girls were only recently accepted to this traditionally all¬ 
boys school to expose the fine young Greek specimens to 
the opposite sex. Medea was responsible for the change, 
insisting that a coed environment might cut down on 
homosexuality and the declining birthrate among the Greek 
elite. It had become clear that many of the young scholars 



decided never to leave their beloved school partners. They 
never graduated to hetero relations with women as their 
elders had hoped. Like Medea, everyone in Polis is open to 
gay love as part of a person's life, but most agreed that the 
Greeks need to encourage heterosexuality early on to 
promote marriage and procreation. 

* 


Medea and Jason visit Pericles at The Acropolis during the 
short periods she is back at Elysium. They take the boy for 
walks to show him the new construction at the Polis. The 
dark workers in the chain gang fascinate Pericles. 

Pericles says to Medea, "I like the music the slaves sing. I 
wish I could study them at my school." 

Medea's face becomes stern. 

"It is better for you to concentrate on your real education. 
But if you are already doing that, maybe you could use their 
songs as your poetry muse. It will come in handy when your 
time comes to be with the Goths. They love good poetry, 
and they kill for bad poetry." 

Jason sneers inaudibly, "Yes, they love poetry. It is to die 
for." 

Pericles shows off what he is learning, citing from memory 
in Greek the opening passage from Plato's dialogue, 
Apology, which presents the defense of Socrates against the 
charges of "corrupting" the young, 

"Very good," Jason says, wondering why Pericles has 
chosen this particular text. Maybe it will turn out that his son 
is a homosexual as well. 



"Perhaps you might take a close look at The Clouds by 
Aristophanes to learn more about the other side of the 
ancient Socrates. By the way, you should not neglect 
athletics. Remember, the Greeks were fierce warriors." Jason 
counsels his lad. 

"But, force has to be tempered by wisdom. You are better 
off cultivating your metis than your macho," Medea says 
with irony. This comment is not lost on Jason, who is fully 
aware that Medea disapproved of his thoughtless macho 
handling of his killing mission. It exhausts him to think 
about how else he could have completed the mission. 
Sometimes these Greeks are insufferable, Jason thinks to 
himself. 

For a while, Pericles conforms to the school's routine, 
excelling in Greek studies and the arts. Although he 
continues to develop a keen interest in music, his mastery of 
music performance lags behind the other children. Soon. 
Pericles has become a teenager - quiet and secretive. 

Medea again returns to Elysium to spend time with Jason 
and to visit Pericles at school. But this time there are 
problems. Xantippe, who has continued to take care of 
Pericles' upbringing, confronts Jason and Medea. "Pericles is 
no longer doing well with his studies. He refuses to comply 
with school rules. He is not mixing in with the other 
children." 

Jason, ever the absent father, never took much of an 
interest in his young son before he reached the age when he 
could become a soldier of sorts. Now with Pericles at 
boarding school, no one can keep an eye on his education. 

Medea counsels Jason, "You have to become more involved 
in your son's education. I tried to fill in, but I am so taken up 



with secretly running the Goths from behind their King. I 
hate to be pushy, but I have told you time and time again, 
Pericles needs his father. He needs a man to teach him how 
to be a man. He is your son, remember that." 

"All right, all right, I will teach him. Let me see what is 
going on with him and then I will have a father-son talk with 
him." 

Jason sets out on a visit to The Acropolis. Upon his arrival, 
an older woman greets him. She is Aedesia, a striking person 
who retains the bearing and dignity of one who has been 
respected and admired all her life. Two younger men, 
Ammonius and Heliodorus, assist Aedesia. They bear a 
strong resemblance to Aedesia but seem overshadowed by 
her, perhaps they are her sons, Jason wonders. 

"Your son Pericles is a very bright fellow, but he has been 
distracted lately, as if he is in a fog. Is there anything 
happening in his life that we should know about?" 

Jason pauses and then says to Aedesia, "Song was Pericles' 
favorite teacher. As you know, she killed herself, and Pericles 
has never quite been the same again. I think that perhaps 
she was prematurely teaching him about the art of love, and 
without her he has been adrift all these years." 

Ammonius and Heliodorus weigh in on this joint teacher- 
parent confab to add a lighter note. 

"Your son seems to love music, but I am afraid he cannot 
carry a tune," Ammonius says smiling. Heliodorus quickly 
adds, "He often dances even when there is no music. 
Following the beat of a different drummer, I guess." 

Jason next gets to observe the interactions among the 
students in Pericles' classes and notices that his son never 



plays rough games with the other boys. Instead of physical 
sparring, he prefers playing Dungeons and Dragons with 
Sergio and Julio, who are the brightest and most talented 
kids in class. From behind a secret hole in the wall, Jason 
keeps on watching and listening in as the boys play. Julio 
mentions D-train a lot, which elicits giggles from Sergio and 
Pericles. 

Jason suspects that his son and the other two boys are 
experimenting with Daytrain and decides to investigate. He 
confronts Ammonius and Heliodorus, who are somehow 
taken aback by Jason's aggressive tone of voice. 

"Are any of your students involved in Daytrain?" 

"Not to our knowledge," Ammonius answers defensively. 

Jason takes Pericles aside, engaging him in small talk. He 
notices that he is sporting a new nose ring. When he pulls 
the boy by his collar, an animated tattoo is revealed right 
above his clavicle, very much like Jason's tattoo from his 
Condor days as a Bionican. The tattoo is a revolving list of 
sayings from Socrates, such as, Know thyself, All I know is 
that I know nothing, and, The unexamined life is not worth 
living. Apparently, Pericles' tattoos are on a familiar Greek 
frequency. 

Jason is shocked to see how much his son has inherited 
from him and wonders what he may have inherited from his 
long-dead airhead wife, Tara. One thing for sure is that 
Pericles has been a clothes horse, who had been driving the 
staff at Elysium crazy with his demand for freshly-pressed 
clothing several times a day when he was at home. He might 
have learned this from Song, who also insisted having 
freshly-pressed clothing all day long. Now that he is at 
boarding school, Pericles does not get to be a wardrobe 



hound. "I wonder what he is into now," Jason mumbles to 
himself. 

Jason puts his arm around the boy and lectures him about 
the importance of becoming a man so that someday he can 
become a leader whom people will admire and respect. "Like 
father, like son," Jason smiles to himself as he leaves. 

A week after his visit to the hallowed Acropolis School, 
Jason goes to the polis to meet with Medea at the Palace of 
Classic Culture regarding plans to restore his standing in the 
community. But before arriving there, he notices a group of 
seven boys loitering in an ally, including Julio, Sergio, and 
Pericles. They are meeting with Medea's pusher, Pharmakia, 
whose customers now appears to include Greek youths 
along with the slaveholders, who need a constant supply of 
Daytrain to pacify their slaves. Jason wonders if Queen 
Medea knows about this, or worst still, whether it is another 
part of her grand and devious scheme to unify the Goths 
and the Greeks by sacrificing Pericles to the great cause. 
Still, he passes by and thinks more about his ties to 
Pharmakia that could come to haunt him. 

Jason is afraid that Pharmakia will let Gonorrhea and the 
Biker Femmes know his whereabouts, now that his cover is 
blown because of his Christian killer expedition. He knows 
there is a price on his head and so when he gets a moment 
alone with his son he urges Pericles to stay away from 
Pharmakia. Pericles just stares at him in response. 

Jason considers killing Pharmakia to avoid the possibility 
of having his identity and location compromised, but 
decides against it because that would torpedo his standing 
among the Greeks. After all, Daytrain is the lifeline of Polis; 
without D-train the slaves would certainly revolt, and he also 



knows from Medea that Pharmakia is related to Aristotle. 
That should cover him. 

Although he worries about his son's Daytrain use, he is 
mostly preoccupied with his problems caused by his ill- 
conceived eradication of the Goth Christians. Medea said 
she was working on a plan to enable Jason to recover from 
this bloody blunder. He knows that the plan will involve 
another huge social event to bring together the Greeks and 
the Goths because the only thing these groups ever do to 
solve things is to party. 

Sure enough, Medea goes ahead with the party plans. In 
this year of strife, the party location will be the very lovely 
Galleria of Glendale, near the border between the Goth 
lands and the two Polis centers in Pasadena and Chatsworth. 
Jason is not in a party mood. The nagging feeling that he 
was set up to fail in the much-reviled Christian Containment 
Caper is hard for Jason to put aside. He even looks at Medea 
with a jaundiced eye though he knows that he is not done 
with her yet, nor is she done with him. 



CHAPTER 17 
XTREME DIVERSIONS 


I ime quickly closes in on the Greeks-Goths Agon - a fete to 
divert attention from their differences. Medea speaks to the 
Hellenic Council with a sense of urgency. 

Medea tells Jason, "The Goths are still very upset because 
of our covert operations, and they still distrust us. Thor tells 
me that he is unable to contain the anger of his warriors. We 
need to do something dramatic at this shindig to get things 
back on track; otherwise, there could be an all-out war that 
will destroy us and them, too. First, we will hold the festival 
at our expense. Second, we will stage a rousing joust to clear 
the air between the Goths and the Greeks." 

Aristotle checks the old sound system at the Glendale at 
Galleria. Slave crews build a seating area for dignitaries 
around a raised platform for the main events that will 
include juggling acts, acrobatic, and a rousing performance 
by Gonorrhea and the G-Spot Biker Femmes. 

And so the games begin. After the customary fanfare, each 
side, Goth and Greek, enter in a separate procession. Plato 
and Aristotle, followed by the Hellenic Council and the 
Praetorian Guard, lead the Greek contingent. Jason is among 
the Guards, standing tall, waves to the women, both Goth 
and Greek, on the sidelines. Every time the Guards move, 



the women clap vigorously in appreciation. Medea throws 
him a kiss. Jason likes all the attention. 

Thor and Mad Moxie, accompanied by their two black labs, 
lead the Goths warriors whose rough-hewn bodies are 
swathed in spiked leather, rangy fur, and puffs of wool. Each 
carries a spear that is adorned with feathers and odd favors 
and trinkets given to them by their women. Some have wild 
boars painted on their cloaks; some carry likenesses of the 
great, bearded forest deity - the Green Man. The sweet, 
pungent smell of burned Daytrain hangs heavy in the air. 

Gonorrhea and the G-Spot Biker Femmes roar in on 
motorcycles, bringing young scrubbed male passengers, 
destined for the arms of Greek women eagerly awaiting 
them. The young men smile like prom queens and recede 
into the background, holding torches to illuminate the Biker 
Femmes as they settle into position to begin their act. The 
Femmes start with the routine nunchuck twirling and then 
proceeds with a rousing can-can while Gonorrhea stands in 
front of them, bursting into a rapid-fire rap as the crowd, 
besotted with mead, cheers them on. 

We twirl our curls 

We hurl our pearls 

We are the G-spot girls 

We pomp We stomp We chomp 

Get back, get back 

We are the leader of the pack 

We are the G-Spot Biker Femmes . 



Gonorrhea finishes her rap and catches her breath to 
introduce the next signature act - the Goth destruction 
derby that ends when only one car of the original many 
remains running. The Greeks follow up with a decorous 
demonstration of archery to the sounds of bugles, followed 
by a line-up of "Greek Gods" armed with the xiphos - 
double-edged swords that they brandish with a safe sort of 
gusto. The Greek men finish their act with a javelin contest 
judged by Gonorrhea, who puts on quite a show strutting 
about on her shiny peg leg as she taps the shoulders of the 
winners. She yells out to the audience, "Let's have a big 
whoop for these tomboys." And everyone laughs as thoughts 
turn to food. 

The mead and wine break comes on the heels of the first 
two events. The young women and men in the crowd vie for 
attention and notoriety through preening, drinking, and 
raucous behavior. Plato and Aristotle meet up with Mad 
Moxie and Thor at a wine tasting table where their two black 
labs eagerly await for the steady supply of morsels that 
come their way. 

"Here is to all of us," says Moxie as he and Thor raise their 
goblets in a toast to the old Greek men. 

"Cheers!" exclaim Plato and Aristotle, as they raise their 
fine wine glasses, "Here is to all of us. May we all prosper!" 

"Here is to diversification," Moxie shouts out. 

"Diversity," Plato quietly corrects him. 

"Perversity," Gonorrhea corrects Plato. "We Goths fight to 
the finish while you guys eat our spinach." 

"May our differences result in common strength," Thor 
adds wisely. 



In a surprise move, Moxie steps forward, "That is all well 
and good, but this year brought things that need to be put 
right. There is blood on the tracks." 

Thor adds, "Moxie is right. We have to resolve a serious 
breach." 

Mad Moxie frowns, "You call it a breach to slaughter 
innocents? It is more than that. We Goths do not kill women 
and children." 

Aristotle scratches his head. "There must be a mistake 
here, a misunderstanding perhaps." 

Plato becomes defensive. "We never authorized any killing 
of Christians, men, women, or children. The terrorists have 
conspired to divide us." 

Moxie responds testily, "So, how you know they 
Christians? We think you know the killer. And we think that 
you guys put him up to it." 

All this surprises Plato. He thought that Medea had 
straightened things out with Thor beforehand and that 
Moxie was on board since he took part in killing Simon Girty. 

"We were told that Siegfried is dead," Plato says 
disingenuously. 

"We hear something else. We hear Siegfried is one of you. 
We want his head. If you are with us, we demand that you 
turn him over to us." 

Aristotle steps forward, "We do not know Siegfried. But we 
will put forth a champion to restore the peace between our 
peoples. His name isjason." 



Mad Moxie sneers in disgust, knowing full well that Jason 
and Siegfried are one and the same person. However, after a 
long pause, during which he spits on the ground, Moxie 
agrees to this face-saving proposal. "Okay, so it will be Jason 
- if that is what you want to call him. Where is your 
champion? I will kill Jason myself." Unbeknownst to Plato 
and Aristotle, this is all for show because earlier Moxie and 
Thor had made a deal with Medea to fix the fight's outcome. 

Thor and Moxie shake hands with Plato and Aristotle to 
seal the portentous match-up and then walk away to face 
the crowd of Goths. 

"Let there be a fight to the death to settle the Christian 
question!" Thor shouts to the crowd. "We will have poetic 
justice." The word, poetic, rouses the Goths, whose craving 
for poetry is a blood lust. 

"First, let us party; then, let us prevail!" Mad Moxie shouts 
out, raising his left arm in a clenched fist. 

The crowd gathers around juggling acts and magic tricks. 
A Goth juggles three chainsaws. That goes over big. Then a 
Greek juggles volumes l-IV of the large-type Great Books. 
That receives polite applause. 

Plato and Aristotle go in search of Jason and Medea. "We 
have a deal that will put things back to where they were 
with us and these pea brains," Aristotle says with a sneer. 
Plato approaches Jason and says, "Jason, you must fight Mad 
Moxie as our champion." 

"/ have to fight Mad Moxie?" Jason responds reluctantly. 

Medea turns to Jason. "You have to. We believe that they 
know that you are Siegfried. If you do not fight, the Goth 
people will rise against us. They want satisfaction." 



"I am afraid, my son, you have to pay for going too far," 
Plato adds. "There is little else we can do. You must do your 
duty." 

Medea slaps Jason on the back. "Go, bring us glory. Feel 
the power; die like a man." 

Jason is sure that Thor has known all along that he was 
Siegfried and is convinced he is being set up. He just cannot 
understand why he is now the sacrificial lamb in a secret 
deal. 

When the party wanes, Plato and Aristotle lead a disturbed 
Jason to the ring where they meet up with Mad Moxie. "We 
bring to you our worthy champion. It is Jason, a member of 
the Praetorian Guard." 

"You look familiar, buddy. Do I know you?" Moxie jokes. 

Moxie's confidence is like a white, hot sword about to be 
forged for vengeance. He gives Medea a knowing look and a 
wink that she ignores while Jason stands by feeling 
abandoned. There is just too much scheming to keep up 
with. 

"I will die defending my honor if I do not kill to protect it," 
Jason blurts out fighting for his battle legs. 

Jason and Mad Moxie are set to fight. They are surrounded 
by the crowd of mostly Goths, led in cheering by the G-spot 
Biker Femmes, who have come to see Mad Moxie seek 
revenge in honor of the women and children slain during 
Jason's "unholy war" against the Christians. Thor high-fives 
his lover and joins the Goth crowd in cheering him on. 

"Kill the dirty baby-killer," the crowd screams, holding up 
crucifixes. 



"Scalp him and cut off his nose and ears!" 

Jason feels physically vulnerable and hopeless. He looks 
up to see the outline of a vulture sitting motionless in a tree 
still waiting for him. Then he notices Medea, also motionless, 
looking the other way. 

Jason and Mad Moxie wear blades around their arms and 
feet. "WWX - World Wrestling Xtreme" they call it. The two 
participants grab and punch each other, making cuts with 
the blades attached to their bodies as the audience makes 
rooster sounds. They circle, then jab. Mad Moxie leers at 
Jason, calling him Bionican scum. Jason spits back at him 
and misses. 

"You Illiterate, you bugger," Jason screams hoping to 
enrage Moxie's "manhood" so that he will slip up. 

As expected, the insult enrages Moxie but does not 
debilitate him. Instead, Moxie replies, "Me? A Bugger? What 
about you, you baby killer!" His perfectly placed insult 
increases his speed and stamina; as a result, Jason is 
severely wounded, sprawled on the ground. Outmatched, he 
is declared the loser. 

Moxie holds his sword to Jason's throat with contempt 
even though he has no intention of killing him. Looking up 
desperate and confused, Jason pleads for his life. Medea 
gives Thor the nod and he gives Moxie the thumbs up to 
spare Jason. The Goths in the crowd groan in dismay, but the 
Greek cheers drown them out. Mad Moxie is happy to spare 
him, as part of the deal that would give him free reign with 
Thor. As Mad Moxie is declared the winner, Jason, the 
humiliated loser, is carted off from the field barely alive. 
Medea says to him as he is carried away, "Trust me. It is all 
for the best." 



Medea brings Jason back to Elysium to recover. He 
whispers to her, "Why did you first abandon me and then 
decide to save me? What is your game, Medea? Did you do it 
just for me?" 

Medea gives Jason a dismissive look. "It is not in my karma 
to get soft over any man. I saved you because your work is 
far from completed; the council has a lot invested in you. 
Now with your life saved, you owe us, and you owe me big." 

"What will happen next?" 

"We have plans for you," she says cryptically, "but 
meanwhile you must lay low. Perhaps you will even choose 
to lay low with me, now," Medea whispers into Jason's ear. "I 
know the biker girls want to get their Bobbitt revenge. I do 
not want that to happen to my boy's toy." 

A smile of relief creeps across Jason's face. 

* 


With Song dead, Meditation and Memory move out of 
Elysium to work as full-time residents for Aristotle and Plato 
at the Skunk Works despite initial misgivings. The two of 
them are no longer on speaking terms with Medea and 
Jason, and have no desire to become embroiled in their 
affairs. 

Healing from his wounds, Jason convalesces slowly at 
Elysium. Medea visits him during his recuperation period, 
bringing him her medicinal herbs and constant attention to 
speed his recovery. She does this at night, wearing the same 



nurse's uniform that she wore when she gave him his first 
colonic. "It is all over for me," Jason moans as her 
"treatment" begins. 

"Stop feeling sorry for yourself, Jason." Medea barks at 
him, "This is not going to hurt." Jason is totally passive as 
she gives him her special makeover, from tip to toe. But this 
time, Jason feels uneasy as the recipient of ready-to-wear 
pleasure. 

"I am beginning to feel doubts I have never had before. 
Nothing seems normal because all I think about is telling 
right from wrong. Now I know when things are right because 
I can feel it. I have never felt this moral sense so clearly 
before." 

"What kind of killer are you? What makes you think you 
can change, just like that?" She snaps her fingers as she 
gets dressed. "Maybe you have had a change of heart to get 
yourself off the hook? But remember, you are still 
responsible for what you did. No matter how much you 
change and divorce yourself from the past, you are what you 
did. Your track record indicates a dark need to kill. And for 
that ineluctable compulsion, I will always desire you." 

Medea leaves the room. Jason has a vision of individual 
Christians he killed in the raid. The old man from the river, 
Simon, looks at him and says, "The Bible says that man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. Where are 
you now son?" 

Jason responds to the vision. "I did my duty. I did what was 
expected of me." 

"When will you see the light? When will you repent your 
wicked ways? The Lord is waiting for you." 



"Which Lord?" Jason asks blindly expecting illumination. 

When Medea returns, her voice dissolves Jason's vision, 
and she continues to berate him in a rapid-fire voice. "You 
were always so preoccupied with what others wanted you to 
do. When it came to choosing happiness, you turned your 
back, but when you had the option to kill, you did. You are a 
sincere killer at heart, and that makes me want you all the 
more. I desire your body even though you have no 
backbone, but you still have the lean muscular body of a 
killer. Who cares if you have failed to become a self- 
actualized person? You still want a mother figure to replace 
that ersatz mother of yours. Even to this day I know you 
hear Julia's voice. What about me?" 

"I do not hear her voice. Now I only hear yours instead. I 
need you." 

"That could be a problem. Need does not equal love. For 
me to love you in addition to wanting you, you need to give 
me something freely in return. What have you got to offer 
me?" 

Jason is tempted to say that he could help the Greeks 
mine The Well for the information they need, but decides 
against this. He is afraid that by letting the Greeks tamper 
with The Well, all hell will break loose. 

Medea wonders whether Jason can still be useful given his 
moral vulnerabilities. She promised Thor and Moxie that 
Jason would no longer participate in any more covert 
military actions. 



Medea and Jason are sitting alone in the garden, 
surrounded by flowers. A hummingbird darts back and forth 
and settles down for its sip of nectar. While Medea discusses 
his future, a slave brings a pitcher of ambrosia and some 
victuals artfully assembled on a serving dish, which Medea 
spiked with a concoction of cocaine and heroin for speed 
balling fun. 

Medea plays her next card, which surprises Jason. "Your 
propensity for violence will come in useful in education, but 
you must learn to control it if you are to succeed. My goal is 
to bring formal education to the Goths without giving them 
the tools to take over. Mad Moxie is now the Uber Minister of 
Education to make sure that education does not interfere 
with manly Goth virtues or our Greek way of life." 

"How will I fit in?" 

"You can be useful by helping us spread education to the 
Goths while at the same time making sure that the Greeks 
do not become over-educated." 

"Over-educated?" 

"Yes, the problem is that once we teach young people to 
read, they will end up reading what they want. The kids start 
to read subversive writers whose ideas challenge the very 
foundation of Greek civilization. We can be open-minded in 
the name of democracy but only for so long. For one, we 
cannot have our kids questioning slavery - like you did 
when you first arrived here." 

"Who are in the top ten upstarts?" 

Medea hesitates for a moment, realizing that there are 
holes also in her education. "You know - the thinkers who 
turned civilization on its head. They include the once 



"modern" political philosophers like Marx, Freud, Mao Tse 
Tung, Kropotkin, Hitler, uh, Susan Sontag, Ayn Rand; and, 
uh, writers and poets like Shakespeare, Goethe, Cervantes. 
That is your next challenge, coming up with a list of the 
thinkers who captivate the imagination of young Greek 
rebels. Your job will be to search and destroy subversive 
works of literature." 

Jason cheers up, stretching out his arms. He is psyched. He 
likes the prospects for more bonfires. He will be a killer of 
forbidden books. 

Medea smirks and mutters under her breath, "A little 
knowledge is a dangerous thing. Censorship will be the last 
refuge of this scoundrel." 

Jason is excited with his new mission and makes his first 
proposal as an educator. "Let us find every subversive book 
and burn every copy," he says with enthusiasm, clapping his 
hands. 

Medea puts a dampener on this approach. "You will only 
create more converts that way. It is better to start from the 
ground up. Books that corrupt our youth should only be 
burned as a last resort. There are more important things to 
do, like setting standards." 

"How?" 

"Censorship and bans. A common core. People love lists 
and rules and tests. Just remember what you did when you 
were in charge in Bionica." 

"Yes, we had quite a job making sure that our users were 
kept on the path so that they would not stray into 
unauthorized information on The Well." 



"Keeping people on the path is a good thing," Medea says 
with the authority of a supervisor. "What I want you to do is 
to take charge of setting and later enforcing standards for 
the education of the young, both Greeks and Goths. There 
shall be one system of education, except in special cases. 
We shall institute testing to make sure that education meets 
the standards. We do not want any child left behind to read 
unsupervised. We will call it, No Child Is Left Isolated ." 

"And my job is to set and keep standards?" 

"Yes, we need someone like you with a sense of mission 
and commitment. You have the kind of resume that is 
perfect for the job - a sense of dedication and honor, no 
matter what the task." 

Jason stiffens at attention like a military officer in uniform. 
Medea walks around him doing the inspection. She comes to 
a halt and faces him and addresses him in a serious and 
official voice. Jason eats this up. 

"Yes, we have been given a job to do - to bring back 
civilization. It is your duty to move us forward. You cannot do 
that when people are pulling in different directions. With 
your lead, we must pull in the same direction." 

"What about Moxie?" 

"He is very important to us. You will have to suck it up and 
reach out to him. Your fighting days are over. Now is your 
time to lead by sucking up." 

"And what about Plato and Aristotle?" 

"I would listen to what they have to say, but do not be too 
influenced by them. Humor them. Use them. Service them, if 
necessary. Pay lip service to the sayings of Socrates that 



Plato likes to trot out. But your real job is to make lists, set 
goals, and find ways to assure obedience." 


"How will I do this?" 

"Follow orders. I will talk to the Hellenic Council to have 
them appoint you to a new post, Director of the Institute of 
Character Correction for the Young. The first thing you must 
do is to develop a common core mission statement, goals, 
and a plan. Then, you will recruit members of the Institute 
who will work with you, and you will report directly to me. 
And by report, I mean in more ways than one." 

Yes, Jason likes this idea very much. 

* 


Medea persuades the leaders of the Hellenic Council to 
make Jason director of the newly formed Institute for 
Character Correction in the Young, or ICKY. Plato and 
Aristotle object, warning that this kind of institute will 
impede creativity and progress. They also argue that Jason is 
too rigid and violent for the job. 

"His time would be better spent helping us gain access to 
The Well," Aristotle objects. 

"That will come later after we launch the Kurzweil 
Institute. To get the Bionicans on board, we will need an 
insider." 

"It does not look likejason will fill the bill." 

"All in good time," Medea quips. The men respect Medea's 
talent for developing long-term strategies, and so they give 
in. 



Plato laughs, "Now we are getting this killer to take charge 
of the education of our youth. What is the world coming to?" 

Medea does not back down. "Jason is perfect for the job. 
Except for me, he is the only one among us who has had 
real-life experience among the Goths. I need him to spread 
our education as an alternative to Christianity." 

Plato objects, "But, what use is a cold-blooded killer?" 

"He is violently passionate about his work and 
experienced in the way of the world." 

"But will this loose cannon kill again?" 

Medea assures them that Jason has gone full cycle in his 
killing spree. "Jason has retired from his enforcement duties 
and is striving to become a philosopher. You can count on 
him; he loves following orders. Just tell him not to kill, and 
he will not kill. I promise you, this will work out. When the 
time is right, he will help you crack The Well." 

So despite misgivings, the Hellenic Council goes along 
with Medea's plan. Jason gets space for ICKY in Plato's 
library. Once installed there, he recruits several young men 
to assist him in his tasks of reforming education. Meanwhile, 
Medea consolidates power among the Greeks and Goths by 
spending more time with Thor, who is an ex-officio member 
of the Hellenic Council - the first non-Greek to be so 
honored. 

Jason, too, has joined the Hellenic Council as their chief 
educator. As an elder, he is entitled to grow a full beard. 

Jason throws himself into his work establishing ICKY and 
develops its mission statement: "To promote education 
through character correction for the growth of the nation." 



His job includes setting goals and developing a database of 
approved knowledge and the training of teachers to carry 
out the ICKY philosophy. To bring teeth and muscle to the 
educational process, Jason asks Mad Moxie to recruit the 
toughest Goth warriors to serve on the Goth Reading 
Council. This group includes a token woman, Gonorrhea, 
who is put in charge of developing standards for sexuality 
and sexual conduct. 

Jason meets with his staff to implement ICKY in a meeting 
at the Skunk Works. Plato, Aristotle, and Medea are in the 
background to make sure that things remain on track. 

Jason says emphatically, "Our job is to make sure that 
every citizen can read and that they read the right stuff. Our 
motto is, Read the right stuff or else." 

Jason commissions the development of a billboard 
campaign depicting a book supported by an ironclenched 
fist. Read what is good if you know what is good for you. 

Medea takes Jason aside and whispers to him, "Another 
thing, it is high time we stem the rampant homosexuality 
among our Greek youth. Make sure that when you campaign 
for heterosexuality, you avoid homophobia. We don't want 
to give the Goths any ideas." 

So, Jason and his colleagues think up another campaign, 
On the Straight and Narrow, designed to discourage 
homosexuality among Greek youth. Though at first the 
campaign confuses people since it is the young men who are 
mostly of the narrow build, and the young women are curvy. 
So later the campaign is changed to: "On the Straight and 
Curvy." However, this campaign is not implemented. Jason 
quickly realizes that a campaign against homosexuality will 



meet stiff opposition because Plato and Aristotle want to 
continue Athenianstyle pederasty. 

"You better focus on Daytrain instead," advises Medea. 
"But, do not forget that our future wealth is based on 
Daytrain. We should not discourage Daytrain, but instead 
encourage young people to put it to good use. We need to 
find ways to develop Daytrain protocols that encourages 
procreation. But, let us worry about this later." 

Medea arranges for Jason to meet with Moxie and his 
Reading Corps at the Sky House, to get their buy-in. He feels 
a chill recalling the days when he lived there with Tara when 
he was a Goth kingpin. Now with Tara long dead, it is a new 
ballgame. 

Medea assures Jason that Moxie bears no grudges and 
looks forward to working with him on educational programs 
for the Goths. 

"The best way to destroy an enemy is to make him a 
friend," Medea quotes the American President, Abraham 
Lincoln. 


* 


Jason meets up with Mad Moxie. Like Jason, Moxie, has also 
changed. He dresses in conservative Goth attire, very much 
like a 19th Century gentleman with dapper Thor at his side. 

"So we meet again - same battlefield but different war." 

"We both fight against ignorance, right?" 


Moxie chuckles, "Jason, you have hit the nail right on the 
head. We Goths have always wanted to be more educated, 



but we never trusted the Greek version of education. But, 
now that we have manly education for real men, we like it." 

The Goth Reading Corps gives a faint cheer, not sure 
where this is going. Moxie continues, "We can get the Goths 
behind this movement. They know they will have to work 
with us if they want a better life." 

After the program launches, Medea and Jason attend an 
education event at the Great Hall in the Polis to gain support 
for the newly formed ICKY. 

"You have succeeded in removing the wimp image from 
education," Medea congratulates Jason. 

"Absolutely! I will require all educators to learn martial 
arts so that they can enhance the teaching-learning process 
through targeted reinforcement. Today I am going to 
announce curriculum reform," Jason adds. 

Medea joins Jason, who is addressing a group of Greek 
educators. Also in the audience are Thor and Moxie in their 
first visit to the Great Hall. After Plato introduces him, Jason 
steps up to the podium and begins his talk with a 
description of the new curriculum. 

"We will continue to emphasize skills, such as counting, 
figuring, correct spelling and grammar. Each student is 
required to remember the 1,000 most important facts, and 
they must know passages of seminal Greek writings by 
heart. I have instituted ICKY, the Character Correction 
Institute for the Young, to isolate subversive ideas from the 
mainstream. Our job is to develop a database of dangerous 
ideas unwittingly promoted by philosophers, poets, and 
novelists. We cannot allow the subversive flow of 
information. We must stamp out pluralism and relativism to 
maintain our way of life. All ideas must be singular and 



objective instead, and they must contribute to the building 
of our nation." 


Jason increases the pace of his talk, catching his breath. 

"We cannot afford to squander our intellectual resources 
on ideas and thoughts that do not help us build our nation. 
Every irrelevant idea is a lost opportunity to think about 
something useful, and so a big part of our job is to sift 
through archives to eradicate intellectual weeds and to 
allow no one to have access to sensitive information without 
permission. When it comes to the education of the sons and 
daughters of slaves, we will make sure they appreciate the 
work of their betters. These children should only read 
manuals, and they should avoid books that encourage 
isolated thinking. We want education to provide a sense of 
place and comfort and to encourage all students to do their 
duty. A Greek child may be able to recite what Socrates said, 
but he or she must not allow knowledge to get in the way of 
doing useful work. Young people must understand that the 
reward for deviant behavior is the hemlock." 

Jason finishes his talk by drawing from his experience. 

"I want you to understand what it means to learn through 
joy. I do not want young people to make unnecessary 
choices that lead to nowhere - the way I did when I grew up. 
It is important to know one's place in an educated world." 

Thor and Moxie join Medea in the applause, but it is 
obvious from the crowd's mixed reaction that more work 
needs to be done to get popular support. And so Jason 
quickly finishes up. 

"I realize that there are some of you who are not with me. 
But, you should know by now that I mean what I say. I will 
not tolerate any deviants or any subversion." 



Medea and Jason hurry out to avoid hostile questions, 
catching up with Thor and. Moxie for their planned 
gettogether to discuss the next steps. 

"We have a lot of work to do," Medea says to her team. 



CHAPTER 18 
THE LAST REFUGE OF A 
SCOUNDREL 


Jason meets with Medea on a regular basis to learn about 
his progress as the director of the Institute of Character 
Correction for the Young. Medea places her hand on Jason's 
lap as he proceeds with his report. 

"We are getting things under control; the Goths will learn 
only what we want them to learn. Daytrain use is on the rise, 
but so is compliance with our regulations." 

Medea lifts her hand from Jason's lap and gets up to pat 
Jason on the back. 

"Good report! We are proud of you. It has taken humanity 
thousands of years to get to this point. Now we are no longer 
burdened by the past. The Age of Information Overload is 
over. By eliminating useless and dangerous information, we 
will become liberated." 

After discussing ICKY, Medea brings up a touchy topic. 
"Have you heard how Pericles is doing? I hear that there 
have been more problems." 

Jason tells Medea about the lack of progress in Pericles' 
education. "I cannot seem to motivate him. The teachers at 
the Acropolis have given up on him." 



"But you are an educator now. It is your job to motivate 
learning. Motivate him!" 

"It does not work with your own. Pericles just will not listen 
to me." 

"That is too bad. I will ask Plato and Aristotle to see what 
more they can do to mentor Pericles." 

Medea brokers an internship for Pericles, who spends the 
next few years absorbing "useful" knowledge in Plato's 
library and Aristotle's Skunk Works. Much to the delight and 
satisfaction of Plato and Aristotle, Pericles thrives. Jason, 
however, is again out of the picture, losing touch with his 
son, unable to take joy in his achievements. 

* 


With time, Pericles, the intractable boy, turns into a tall, 
athletic, curly blonde-haired young man with a strong chin 
and penetrating blue eyes. On a regular basis, he competes 
in the junior decathlon and earns distinctions and honors as 
an actor in community theatrical productions, including 
plays by Euripides and Sophocles. 

In violation of the policies that Jason is imposing on 
education, Plato and Aristotle place no barriers on what 
Pericles can learn. 

Jason continues to live at Elysium, isolating himself with 
his books in an unused wing that includes Socrates' old 
office. Pericles avoids spending much time at Elysium to 
avoid seeing his father. Memory and Meditation no longer 
speak to Jason because they still hold him responsible for 
their sister's death. Likewise, Xantippe has little to do with 



him because of her prejudice against Bionicans. Jason's only 
regular contact is with the servants and with the demented 
Socrates, who occasionally wanders into his old office, 
muttering, "Wonder is the beginning of wisdom." 

Despite misgivings, Jason still misses Medea, who now 
spends most all of her time with her Goth King and his lover 
Moxie in the Valley. Jason looks forward to her next visit as 
eagerly as he did when he was younger, so that he can once 
again "report" on his activities with ICKY, but he hopes to 
avoid the on-going discussion of his son's ascent into 
adulthood, especially since Medea's interest in the young 
man sheds light on Jason's deficits as a father. 

Jason feels left out. He regrets not being involved in his 
son's educational accomplishments and lays awake at night 
imagining what he could have done differently. He wants to 
remove Pericles from Plato and Aristotle's influence, but 
knows he cannot. To Pericles, Plato and Aristotle are the 
father figures that Jason is not. 


* 


As in the past, Jason wanders about in the gardens of 
Elysium, obsessing about Pericles. He comes across 
Xantippe, unable to avoid her. 

"Heard from your son lately?" Xantippe asks Jason in a 
flippant tone. 

Jason gives her a dirty look. 


"I understand that he is happy endlessly studying with 
Aristotle and Plato, but spending all his time with those dirty 



old men is no way for a boy to become a man. He needs to 
learn how to fight, how to kill." Jason says. 


"If becoming a man is like being you, no thank you. I am 
glad that Pericles has a gentle side." Xantippe reminds Jason 
of all the benefits of education he received under the 
tutelage of Memory, Meditation, and Song. 

"You have done well for yourself, following in the footsteps 
of Aristotle, Plato, and also Medea, who has you wrapped 
around her little finger. So you have become a man of words 
- words, words, words." Her sarcasm does not go unnoticed. 
"I would think you would want something better for your 
son." 

"I have made a lot of sacrifices," Jason says bitterly. 

"And so have the many others who have known you." "But 
mine has been for a purpose." 

"Purpose! You will just have to stew in your own juice." 

Jason wants to smash her face in. Xantippe reads his 
thoughts and stares at him with contempt. 

"There is very little more that you can do to me; I am 
already an old woman." 


* 


Medea has been Pericles' constant champion. In one of her 
regular chats with him, she sings his praises. 

"When you finally finish your studies with Plato and 
Aristotle, you will be a great leader who will bring back the 
glories of the past without forgetting its lessons. You will 



become a star at the Kurzweil Institute. You can do this. All 
you need is healthy-mindedness and optimism tempered by 
intelligence and a sense of proportion." 

"What if people do not want to follow my wise leadership?" 
Pericles asks. 

"Do not worry. There are strategies to manage reluctant 
followers. You might want to read some Machiavelli - 
something your father failed to do in any meaningful way." 

* 


Plato and Aristotle enjoy "opening" Pericles to all he can 
learn from them and others. Memory and Meditation spend 
time with Pericles discussing Great Ideas as they once did 
with his father, during those halcyon days in Elysium. Now 
they have another opportunity to introduce Jason's son to 
the ferment of a culture that vanished more than two 
thousand years ago. 

During one of their many conversations, Meditation turns 
to Pericles. 

"Word is getting around about you. There is a group of 
wealthy ladies interested in meeting you. They want to you 
to lead a discussion of the Great Books in light of the issues 
of the day." 

Pericles is invited to a Great Books discussion in Aristotle's 
mansion, a residence that rivals Elysium in size and 
elegance. Aristotle's wife, Pythias, introduces him to the 
guests, starting with Gonorrhea, who is being honored by 
the group for her work in promoting Greek fertility through 
her procurement program. This time Gonorrhea does not 
wear black, and instead wears a white tunic to blend in with 
the group. The tattoo jungle of her true colors gently bleeds 



through her diaphanous garb. Although still striking, 
Gonorrhea's age shows in the severity of her finely lined 
face. But she seems perfectly at home with the ladies, who 
give her the encouragement she needs to smile a lot. She 
has seen them many times before. Pericles joins the group of 
animated women discussing the issues of the day. Pythias, a 
full-figured lady with graying hair, wants to stir things up 
and confronts Pericles in a breathy voice. 

"Daytrain will destroy the Greek way of life unless we do 
something about it. What would you do to stop it?" Pythias 
has no idea that Pericles has become a regular user. 

Pericles looks at her crossly. "You are right. We must do 
something about our dependence on Daytrain, but there has 
to be something to replace it. We should not sever our 
Daytrain trade with Bionica until the time is right. We need 
them as much as they need us." 

Standing in the background, Gonorrhea approaches her 
nephew and says, "A very wise young man." She puts her 
hand on her nephew's knee and offers him the last morsel 
on the snack tray. Pythias gives a nod to one of the young 
ladies to make sure the slaves replenish the snacks, many of 
them honey-dipped, and refill the ladies' wine glasses. 
Gonorrhea whispers to Pericles, "We have a new shipment. 
Pharmakia has some great stuff for you." Pericles is pleased 
that his connection is intact and knows that his father can 
do nothing about it now that his formidable aunt is in his 
corner. 

Pythias objects to giving Daytrain a pass, "The social costs 
are too high. When our youths take Daytrain, they become 
hooked for life. They no longer want to read; the classics 
mean nothing to them. And what's worse, they become 
useless in bed." 



Pericles strokes his chin, which appears to grow larger with 
each stroke. He pretends to agree with Pythias by nodding, 
and as a result, his nose appears to grow. Another much 
younger lady, closer in age to himself, Diana, steps in and 
delivers a jab with her question. "Now we have your father's 
No Child Is Left Isolated Program. I wonder if it is working." 

Pericles does not answer the question and strokes his chin 
again. It appears to grow some more, catching up with his 
nose. Then, another mature bosomed lady, Persephone, 
enters the conversation. "They are learning the basics about 
Greek culture, the rock bottom basics, but still they are not 
educated. What about reasoning skills, ethics, and 
leadership?" 

Diana wiggles her way up to sit next to Pericles. Grabbing 
his inner thigh, she asks, "What do you think education 
should be, Pericles?" 

No longer feeling like stroking his chin, Pericles takes a 
deep breath, sighs, and clears his throat. A pregnant pause 
lends solemnity to his message before he speaks in a 
lowered voice. He is getting used to being put in the position 
of having to justify his father's programs. 

The old woman, Persephone, listens intently to what 
Pericles has to say, but Pericles addresses the young 
interlocutor directly. 

"Diana, time and brainpower are limited; you have to 
choose what is important. Right now, the kids are interested 
in Daytrain because it helps them liven things up without 
much work. Maybe the secret is to get them involved in 
doing and building things, like sewer systems and other 
water drainage systems. Idle hands, idle minds," Pericles 
says, pleased with himself. 



"Are you suggesting that the youth of today can take 
Daytrain and still be productive?" Persephone asks knowing 
full well that the answer is no. 

Pericles forgets his chin momentarily but soon begins 
stroking it again. "We have to work with what we have; we 
must motivate kids to walk the straight and narrow, or the 
straight and curvy, I forget. Remember, learning will not 
work unless we grab the interest of our youth. Daytrain is 
interesting and it must be part of our curriculum." 

After the Discussion group breaks up, the ladies keep on 
talking to Pericles, who gives Gonorrhea a little wave with 
his left hand as she mounts her Harley and roars off. She 
blows him a kiss. 


* 


Jason is aware of his son's popularity and is dismayed to 
realize that he no longer exercises much influence over the 
young man if in fact he ever did. If he interferes with 
Pericles' education, he knows that his son's followers will 
undermine his "No Child Is Left Isolated" program. He 
decides to meet with his son to see what he can do to 
channel Pericles in the right direction. Medea encourages 
Pericles to reconnect with his father. She arranges for Jason 
to meet Pericles in the garden at Elysium. 

Knowing that he has been a poor father all his life, Jason 
begins on a hostile note. "What have you been up to now? I 
hear that you are no longer satisfied by the teachings of 
Plato and Aristotle and that you have taken to pleasing the 
ladies." Jason is referring to the popular round of Great 
Books garden parties that grew out of the one organized by 



Medea and since then was promoted by all of her 
distinguished lady friends. 

Pericles answers laconically, "The women of Polis are very 
wise. I enjoy talking to them. They have open minds when it 
comes to the things that interest me." 

"What might those things be?" Jason asks, feigning 
genuine interest. 

"A lot of things - art, history, technology, education, 
and..." 

Jason becomes impatient. "And what?" "Music." 

"You do not have a musical bone in your body." 

Pericles' replies sadly, "I know. Thank you for reminding 
me." 

"What kind of music do you listen to, and how do you get 
it? Are you on Daytrain?" 

Pericles gives his father an odd look of bemusement and 
annoyance as Jason continues his attack. He wants his son 
to admit that he is addicted to Daytrain because that would 
explain a lot. "An awful lot of what interests you is a waste of 
time. You ought to focus on developing leadership skills. 
Also, you know, of course, I do not touch Daytrain. I never 
did, I never will." 

"Whatever. I've got to go." 

Pericles leaves the room and returns to his lair where he 
flops down to rest. He tries to cheer himself up by humming 
words of an old folk tune: 



Irene goodnight, Irene goodnight 
Goodnight Irene, goodnight Irene 
/ will see you in my dreams 
Sometimes I live in the country 
Sometimes I live in town 
Sometimes I have a great notion 
To jump into the river and drown. 

His rendition is dismally off key, "I will never have an ear 
for music. I wish my father had encouraged me to study 
music when I was young. Song tried, but now she is dead. I 
think she listens to me from somewhere where my voice 
sounds great," he chuckles to himself. "I am doomed to sing 
while the shower is running. Maybe if someone had guided 
me after Song died, I could have become a cherished singer- 
song writer like Dylan Roberts and Bias Jones. I would have 
created wonderful music for Song. Instead, I was cursed with 
a father who did not care about music or songs, mine or 
hers." 

Because of the tragic way his musical training ended, 
Pericles continues to nourish his secret obsession for music 
and for learning songs of the past. Little does Jason know 
that Pericles uses his animated tattoos to get into The Well 
to mine the data for songs that tell stories of how people 
lived before the great Plague. As a user, he is now getting a 
lot of help from Digi Diva and the other hackers in locating 
rare musical finds. Pericles has no intention of letting his 
father know that this is happening. 



"How is your father doing?" Digi asks Pericles via his 
tattoos. "I heard from Pharmakia that he has done well for 
himself with Greeks. He filled me in on your father's past 
and about your mother, Tara, the queen of the Goths. What 
is life like at Medea's Elysium? I heard your father lives there 
with you. I heard it is very posh." 

Pericles responds to Digi, "It is very nice. We both like it. 
But I want something else." 

Digi Diva volunteers, "If it is music, we can help. We will 
provide you with full access so that you can explore The 
Well's musical database without interruption." 

Pericles is delighted. Now he can listen to all his tunes - 
classical, pop, rock, swing, blues, new age, and hip-hop. He 
wonders what Digi will want in return. 

* 


Pericles ponders his future. "I long to be surrounded by 
live music and live musicians, and I wish I could share my 
favorite music with others, but there is no one around. I wish 
I could sing in tune so that everyone would hear what I am 
trying to convey. I am surrounded by others but am so 
alone." 

Pericles takes stock of his growing collection of world 
music from The Well that is pumped directly into his brain. 
Whenever he listens to his playlist, he locks himself in his 
room in Elysium to make sure no one discovers him or his 
tattoos. He stays in contact with the Bionican hackers who 
send him messages of encouragement. Digi Diva is intrigued 
by Pericles' level of commitment to music and one day sends 
him a special invitation. 



"We love your enthusiasm. Please come to Bionica. We 
could use someone like you to keep on top of our music 
database." 

Pericles does not respond right away because he does not 
want to cross his father so outwardly, but he continues to 
spend hours listening to music downloaded from The Well. 
When listening to pearls from the database, Pericles is dead 
to the world. The Bionican hackers tell him online that they 
have accorded him special status. He is the Big Kahuna of 
tune surfing. He's not sure what that means, but he likes the 
sound of that. 


* 


Over time, Pericles and Medea end up walking in the 
gardens of Elysium a lot together. Medea has been 
counseling him on a regular basis to make up for Jason's lack 
of fathering and to deepen her influence with him. 

"What have you been doing lately?" Medea asks. 

Pericles is tempted to tell her about his contact with Digi 
Diva, but thinks better of it. He is afraid this would get back 
to his father. 

"I have been trying to develop my musical side. I love 
music, though the whole world knows I am no good at it." 

"It is fine to appreciate music, but do not get hooked on 
any of that hippity-hop. Just as anti-artists destroyed art, 
hippity-hop ended music long before the Great Plague, and 
it forced us to reconsider the beauties of melodies of the 
ionic scale in our rebirth of music." 



"Yikes, the ionic scale is boring." Pericles protests. "What 
do you want? What about four minutes and thirty-three 
seconds of silence?" Medea says. 

Pericles rubs his eyes. "That is too long. I need wall-to-wall, 
ceiling-to-floor music in my life, real live music, and not just 
imaginary stuff. No matter how much I go into The Well and 
listen, I still cannot hum a tune or remember a lyric when I 
am offline. I want to feel the music, not just think about it." 

"Whoa! Hold on! Are you using The Well? How did you get 
in?" 


"I do not know, I think I was born with the connections," 
Pericles shows Medea his tattoos, explaining how the tattoos 
provide him with access to The Well. 

"Who is helping you navigate the database?" 

Pericles hesitates before divulging his secret. "Digi Diva. 
Pharmakia put me in touch with her." 

Medea does not approve of Pericles' use of Daytrain and is 
only minimally sympathetic to his mooning over music. She 
knows all about Digi Diva and has put out feelers to her 
through Pharmakia to see if she would like to establish direct 
relations with the Greeks. She has little time for Pericles' 
shenanigans. 

"Musical talent has to be developed early. You are going to 
have to learn to appreciate what other talents you have and 
move on," Medea says. 

Pericles remains stubbornly silent. 


Medea looks at him crossly. "You are getting off the deep 
end with music and mathematics. Maybe you better focus on 



real things, like politics and economics - the things that 
people think, say and do." 

Ignoring her, Pericles wonders, "Perhaps we can grow 
civilization through the musical spheres. All we have to do is 
understand the musical essence of things." 

Although a bit put off by Pericles' arrogance, Medea 
recognizes that there may be an opportunity to use Pericles 
to establish a foothold with the Bionicans. If Pericles were to 
be successful in penetrating Bionican society, he could 
extend Greek influence and solidify control over the 
Daytrain trade, and perhaps even enable the Greeks to 
access classified parts of The Well. 

"Pericles, since you are so interested in the Bionicans, we 
can arrange to have you join up with them, that is, when the 
time is right. But, do not mention this to your father. You 
must also promise me that once you finish your mission as 
our inside man, you will return to work with our team to put 
The Well to good use. This could be a real growth 
opportunity for you. I know Digi Diva would work with you." 

Pericles is interested in Medea's proposal, which he hopes 
will give his life more meaning. Perhaps he could undo some 
of the damage that his father has done to him and the 
people he loved. 

"When do I start?" he asks. 

"You must bide your time. Perhaps you should meet a nice, 
intelligent, and practical girl who is musical. That would 
solve a couple problems at once." 

Pericles wonders if there is a truly musical girl for him. He 
fondly remembers Song and wishes he could have a girl like 
her with her tender caress. 



"Maybe I could meet a girl like Song," he wonders. 

Medea does not answer. She wants to let sleeping dogs lie, 
but Pericles presses her. 

"Why did Song kill herself?" 

"She was meant to die; she was not of this world," Medea 
responds coldly with contempt. 

"I heard that she loved my father and that she killed 
herself over him." 

"She was weak. I would not bother your father about this. 
He too has been trying to forget. And do not mention to him 
our conversation about your mission to Bionica. That is our 
little secret, Okay?" 

Pericles nods in agreement. 


* 


Contrary to what Medea instructed him to do, Pericles 
becomes obsessed with what happened to Song and decides 
to confront his father. They meet in a library ostensibly to 
talk about Pericles' future. 

"My education is not complete. I need to know more about 
music." 

Jason throws up his hands. "Oh no, not this again; you 
already spend too many hours lolling around The Well on 
Daytrain. What more can you possibly listen to? What more 
can you possibly learn about musically?" 



Pericles answers surprised that his father knew about his 
access to The Well, "I need more musical education in my 
life. I want to make music." 

"For what? Most of us cannot sing or play worth a damn." 

Pericles throws Jason an abrupt curve. "Why did Song have 
to die? I heard she loved you. Did you not love her in 
return?" 

Jason is thrown off by this question, not sure how much 
Pericles knows about Song and him, and is defensive in 
setting the record straight. 

"I was taken by her ability to simplify the world through 
music, but I had too many things on my mind to meet her on 
that simple plane. She should have known that I could not 
give her what I did not have to give. She was, after all, an 
adult. I am not responsible for her death. She died of 
terminal naivete." 

"They say that your first and only love is your mysterious 
quest." 

"What they say is true. My quest is always on my mind. A 
man has got to do what he has been told to do." "Who has 
been telling you that?" Asks Pericles his curiosity aroused. 

"My mother." 

"Your mother?" 

"Yes, your grandmother." 

"I have a grandmother? Who is she?" Pericles is surprised 
that his father never talked about her before. 



"She is...uh...was Julia she was very important. She spoke 
to me through The Well when I was in Bionica and put me on 
a quest." 

"When did you last see her?" 

"I never saw her, except in virtual apparitions. She died 
before I was born." 

"A virtual grandmother, really?" 

"In those days that was normal." 

"So what they say is true - you are a Bionican," Pericles 
feigns ignorance. 

"Yes, but very few know my complete history; it is not 
much talked about." 

"Who is Digi Diva," Pericles asks, not letting on that he has 
been in touch with her. Jason is taken aback and wonders 
how much his son knows. 

"How did you learn about her?" 

"Pharmakia told me. He said she is still in love with you." 

"That was a long time ago. Digi Diva did not want me to 
leave Bionica, but I had to leave because of my quest, which 
first brought me to the Goths and then to the Greeks. I have 
traveled far and have done many things to get here. I have 
tried to do what is right. I just followed orders." 

"You did the right thing because you were following 
orders?" 

"It was right for me to follow orders, yes." 



"Is it always right to follow orders?" 

Jason draws a deep breath. "It all depends on who you are. 

I knew I had a destiny to fulfill because of my special 
tattoos. Unlike the tattoos of all the other hackers in Bionica, 
mine like yours were constantly changing and moving. They 
helped me navigate more efficiently through The Well. They 
signified that I was chosen to achieve something great." 

"You had tattoos too?" Pericles asks, hoping to understand 
the connection between his tattoos and those of his father. 

"Yes, the tattoos were invaluable in searching for 
information on The Well, but then there were the voices." 


"Voices?" 


"Only one voice, my mother's voice. She told me what I 
had to do." 

Pericles is dumbstruck. "But was there not a point when 
you just thought for yourself?" 

Jason ignores the question. Clasping his hands, Jason 
explains, "Eventually, my mother's voice went away when I 
learned that there was nothing special about my connection 
to her. Her DNA was not exactly an exclusive commodity, but 
I still believe to this day that my connection to her was real." 

Pericles is suspicious. "What is it about you that people 
whisper about? There are rumors." 

Jason interrupts, "I did some things years ago that I now 
regret, but I prefer to forget those days." "They say you 
killed a lot of people." 



"Yes, this is true. I killed many bad people, and there was 
also collateral damage. There were fanatic terrorists 
threatening our way of life. I had no choice." 

"Terrorists?" 

"Yes, they were also terrorists - like the ones who 
destroyed everything during the Great Plague. My motto 
was Never Again. We had to take pre-emptive action to stop 
the terrorists. I did my duty. There are times when the ends 
justify the means. It is OK to kill a few flowers if you get rid 
of all the weeds." 

"But what about your feelings? Did not Socrates say, "To 
thy own self be true?" 

"I did some shameful things, but I am still proud of the fact 
that I did them as a service in good faith." 

Pericles does not respond to his father's assertion, but he 
is not through with his questions. He knows there is more. 
He heard through The Well that Jason killed the beautiful 
Beadina. 

"Ok then, Father, tell me about what you did to the Bead 
Lady?" 

Jason's face turns red and then white, the blood draining 
from his skin. He is not about to confess the wanton killing of 
a woman who could have been his only true love. He had 
hoped that the Bead Lady business would be forgotten. 

"How did you find out about her?" Jason asks, his voice 
trembling. 

"I heard a ballad sung by the Bead Lady herself. She 
mentioned that there was a man who would kill her, a man 



whom she loved with all her heart, a man with three names - 
Condor, Siegfried, and yours." 

Jason is in shock to learn that his darkest secret is out. He 
wonders how the Bead Lady would know the name he goes 
by today. She died long before he changed his name to 
Jason. But he suspects that his name changes were 
somewhere on The Well; perhaps someone, maybe even 
Berk, mixed them into the Bead Lady's songs to implicate 
him in her murder. 

Jason suddenly hears Beadina's voice. "I still live though 
my body is gone. I still love you, but you took my joy, I want 
it back. I will lie in wait until the time comes, and I will take 
it back." 

Pericles' tattoos flare up and he finds he is able to 
eavesdrop on this exchange between the Bead Lady and his 
father. 

The Bead Lady nags, "Why are you hiding so much? Why 
did you kill all those other innocent people?" 

Jason grimaces, shuts his eyes and clenches his upheld 
fist, bellowing out with the deepest voice he can muster. "I 
had my destiny to fulfill. You were going to betray me. This 
conversation is over." 

Pericles watches his father embroiled in his inner 
conversation, speaking into the void. 

"What did you do to her? How did you kill her?" Pericles 
asks rhetorically echoing the Bead lady's goading. Instead of 
answering, Jason suddenly goes for Pericles' throat. Pericles 
easily fends him off and strikes him in the face. After Jason 
stumbles and regains his balance, the younger man stares at 
him and says, "I am ashamed to be your son." 



For a long time, Jason and Pericles are estranged. Medea 
steps in to mediate. 

"I cannot forgive him. No son should strike his father." 

"Jason, I understand that you attacked him first. So, why 
do you not reach out to him? Why not support a project of 
common interest to heal your inner wounds?" 

* 


"Pericles, I am sorry I lost control. You struck a nerve. There 
are a lot of things about me that I cannot explain. Perhaps 
this is something we share. I know that you, too, have a 
quest that burns in your soul." 

Pericles pauses and strokes his elastic chin, which has 
become something of a trademark of his. He decides to 
humor his father by not mentioning his music obsession and 
instead suggests the project undertaken by his friends, 
Sergio and Julio. 

"Yes, I want to reclaim the information legacy of the past. It 
can be done. Content is king. We have the power of the 
universe at our fingertips. We can bring back the glory of 
the past," Pericles asserts with seeming conviction. Jason 
smiles and says under his breath, "This boy is Greek to me." 

Jason lets on that he is open to Pericles' youthful rant and 
feigns attention as his son describes an optimistic vision for 
the future. Pericles goes on, "We can reinvent the past, 
building up technology without making the mistakes of the 
past. We have it in our power to develop sustainable 



technology that does not pollute the environment, so long 
as we do not stray far from the Greek sense of proportion." 

"Do not be so sure," Jason mumbles. "Let me be the devil's 
advocate. Why would you and your friends succeed where 
others have failed?" 

"We have the past as prologue. We can start again, learn 
from the blueprint of the past, and learn what not to do. 
Maybe you can help us unlock the secrets of The Well. You 
were once the greatest hacker. I know I could learn from you, 
if only you were willing to teach me," 

Jason's mood darkens. Even his own son is in on the 
conspiracy to take over The Well. He sees the influence of 
Aristotle, who has been itching to get his hands on the 
Bionican treasure trove. 

Pericles asks, "Then why your quest? What is it about?" 

"I was sent here by Berk the Dwarf to determine whether 
the Greeks could access The Well from outside; and if they 
could gain the knowledge to develop weapons of mass 
destruction." 

"Weapons of mass destruction?" Pericles says, perplexed. 
"What do you mean?" 

Jason tries to simplify things for Pericles who still seems 
ignorant about the past. 

"You must be aware that millions of people died when the 
cyberterrorists unleashed the Great Plague that destroyed 
the world's computer infrastructure. My job with the 
Bionicans was to safeguard the data that survived, including 
data that could lead to the redevelopment of terrible 
weapons. We diverted The Well users by giving them access 



to only approved information; that way, no miscreant could 
use the dangerous historical data left on The Well to 
decimate what was left of civilization on this sorry planet." 

"I don't get it. If the stuff in The Well is so dangerous, why 
not just get rid of it?" 

"Getting rid of The Well would mean death for the 
Bionicans and Daytrain. Sending me out on a quest was the 
only option." 

"Whose idea was this?" 

"I was told about my quest by Berk." 

"You mean to tell me you went on your quest on account of 
Berk...the dwarf? He was probably just pulling your leg. He 
probably just made a lot of things up. People say that he just 
wants people to take an interest in his vintage equipment. A 
lot of which is irrelevant given the situation today," says 
Pericles who got his take on Berk from Plato and Aristotle. 

Jason does not tell Pericles the full story. He fails to 
mention Berk's attempt to get him to be more flexible in 
interpreting his quest, and he does not let on that Berk 
warned him about the reliability and relevance of Jason's 
virtual mother and the failure of Xtremus. Instead, Jason 
simply tries to gauge what Pericles knows. "Berk told me 
about my mother and her work in the Xtreme Marketing 
Movement. You know about that, do you not?" 

"What I know is from some outdated museum exhibit. It 
does not make much sense to me." 

Jason realizes that there is a lot that his son does not 
understand. He tries to explain, "My mother, your 
grandmother, wanted technology and consumption to 



remain virtual so that the planet would come to no further 
harm. There was no way of denying the terrible things that 
happened in the past. The evidence is still with us." 

Pericles rolls his eyes. "I hear about the war again and 
again, but today things are different. Why not just forget the 
past and move on with new knowledge?" 

Jason is surprised that his son appears to be a 
Cybergeddon denier. "Have you not seen the extensive 
exhibit on our history in the Palace of Culture?" Jason asks. 

"I found it boring, a lot of propaganda. My head was into 
music. I just do not understand why you make such a big 
deal out of things that are dead and gone," Pericles whines. 

"If you do not believe me about the gravity of our tenuous 
hold on life on this crippled earth, why do you not ask 
Medea? You seem to respect what she has to say." 

Pericles nods. He is very interested to know why Medea 
has played such a key role in his father's life and in his. She 
has been more than a mother to him, nurturing him while 
Jason was aloof. 

Jason continues to explain his past. "Medea arranged my 
escape from the Goths after your mother died. That is 
another death they blamed on me - your mother's. But, I 
assure you that I did not kill your mother. Medea helped me 
get established here with the Greeks so that I could continue 
my quest." 

"Medea told me that my mother did not understand you 
and what you needed to do. Is that why she died?" 

"I did not give her what she wanted, but I was not 
responsible for her death." 



Pericles interrupts, "Yes, but I still do not get it. Why did 
you have to kill so many other people?" 

"Killing flowed from the logic of the quest. It was 
imperative to protect The Well, the culture of the Goths, the 
rational knowledge of the Greeks, and the earth itself." 

Pericles is dumbfounded. "Why are you making such 
elaborate excuses? Should you not take responsibility for 
taking lives? At least have the guts to admit that you 
enjoyed killing. Why else would you do it so easily?" 

Jason scarcely hides his anger. "You just do not 
understand. In my own way, by telling you I am taking 
responsibility for what I did." 

"In your own way? I do not get it." 

Jason pauses to converse with his own mind. "He will never 
understand. I wish I could make him see how sincere I was in 
taking on my quest in the beginning. Clearly, things have 
gone wrong. I cannot expect my son to understand what I, 
myself, have begun to doubt." 

"Look Pericles, you ought to be more grateful. I have kept 
you out of it and made sure that you have gotten what you 
need," Jason says. 

"You have no idea what I need. Without a mother's 
unconditional love and a father's guidance, and without 
Song and without her music, I feel empty inside. There are 
so many questions I cannot answer. It is useless to talk." 

After a long silence, Pericles makes a move to leave. Jason 
quickly seizes upon the cue and gets up first, slams his fist 
on the table in frustration and rage, and then quickly walks 
away from his still-seated son. 



Days pass. Jason pays a visit to Medea to talk to her about 
his parental difficulties. "I am not sure I can support what 
Pericles wants to do. As I understand it, he wants to put 
information into the hands of those who are ignorant of the 
lessons of the past. We are on a collision course. Our 
relationship is fraught with futility." 

"Do not be so angry with your son," Medea counsels. "Like 
you, he has to find his way and that means making some 
mistakes. Our job is to stand back and try to guide him 
without getting in his way." 

Jason half-heartedly agrees with Medea's wise words, but 
he keeps on clenching his fist as if he were preparing to 
strike someone in the face. 

"You have no idea how much Pericles reminds me of you - 
he has that same fire in the belly that you do. Once he gets 
an idea in his head, there is no dissuading him." 

"Maybe you can help him temper his passion." 

"That is what I am trying to do." 

"You are too preoccupied with your troubles," Medea 
scolds. "Perhaps now is the time for you to focus on his 
troubles. He still has his destiny to fulfill. You have fulfilled 
yours," Medea lectures Jason, all the while keeping mum 
about her intention to have Pericles go on a mission to 
Bionica. 

"But he has no appreciation," Jason replies. 



Medea says wisely, "You must have patience with young 
people. They have no idea of how it feels to be defeated. It is 
only a matter of time before Pericles loses. The day will come 
when he no longer has the heart to believe that life's games 
can be won. Then his real work will begin, the way yours 
has." 

Pericles and Jason do not see each other for months. 
Pericles spends long hours with his two friends, Sergio and 
Julio, in Aristotle's Skunk Works repairing and retrofitting 
remnants of old technologies. They refigure all kinds of early 
electronic devices, motors, and components, using tools 
developed more than a century ago. 

Pericles is soldering together a broken antenna while his 
two friends are spot welding wire mesh onto metal bars. 
Pericles turns to Sergio, who looks up and says, "We are 
getting close to fixing the equipment needed for 
transmission and reception." 

"Maybe next year we can send a message from Elysium to 
the Skunk Works. We will still have to string some wire to 
make it," Pericles adds. 

"In the old days you could send a picture, just like that," 
Julio says as he claps his hands. "Like magic - through the 
air." 

Sergio chimes in. "Today sending a voice over wire is a big 
deal." 

"We have to start somewhere," Pericles proclaims. "So, let 
us learn the venerable Morse Code for point-to-point 
communications." 

"Starting with S.O.S. Maybe someone is listening," Sergio 
laughs. 



"Voice will be next," Pericles assures them. 

"And then images, video, data, all kinds of files." 

"Someday we will be all connected." 

Pericles smiles, "We certainly have enough found poles 
and wire for the job. A lot of electronic hardware survived 
Cybergeddon, too, but getting a reliable power source is our 
big challenge. We have to scavenge for good rechargeable 
batteries. Medea tells me that my father might help, but that 
is a long shot." 


* 


Medea ecnourages Jason to talk up his project with his 
father. At her suggestion, Pericles visits his father to discuss 
his communications work. 

"We are going to make history," Pericles brags to his 
father. "For the first time in many years, we will have a 
functioning physical means of electronic communications." 

Jason's reply is curt, "Been there, done that. The future has 
already happened. They went about as far as they could go 
when they developed The Well." 

Pericles begs to differ. "You mean ESP communications - 
without wires, without electromagnetic airwaves, without 
technology? That was a fraud, a mere simulation of real 
communications. You had to be on Daytrain to make full use 
of it. There was never any real accountability. The Well 
system is obsolete, censored, and has limited reach. It is 
undemocratic. What we are building is the new future - one 
that never happened." 



"Wrong! The Well is as good as it will ever get." Jason 
shouts to make his point. 

Pericles replies, "Aristotle says it cannot be freely used, 
and so it is not worth anything to anybody." And with 
sarcasm, he adds, "Those who control The Well believe in 
Nyet Neutrality." 

"If he feels that way, why does he persist in asking me to 
help him be the one in control over it?" Jason says 
sarcastically. 

"Look Father, we want to strike out anew on our own, and 
if we could figure out how to use The Well, all the better. If 
there were a way to get the Bionican hackers and users to 
cooperate, we could manually transcribe what they know to 
fill the gaps in what we know. I think I know how we can do 
this through the Kurzweil Institute." 

Jason thinks the Hellenic Council has bought his son and 
that there is nothing he can do about it. So, he proceeds to 
give his son some lame advice to slow him down. 

"You do not have enough time or manpower for that. You 
are better off concentrating on the classics and the wisdom 
of the ancients, our only hope of transforming the mores and 
standards of society. Get these straight before you put 
bomb-making instructions in the hands of morons. " 

Pericles throws down the gauntlet. "Father, you are out of 
touch. We can safely develop good technology because we 
are applying what we have learned from the Ancient Greeks. 

I have faith in our institutions because they are based on 
philosophy." 

"Philosophy only gets you so far. Have you ever learned 
what the world is like?" 



"What is it like?" Pericles asks. 


"It is not for the faint hearted. It is a dog-eat-dogworld." 
Jason hesitates. 

Pericles interrupts, "Yes, I know, and the first bite counts." 


"Wise guy, eh?" 


"I know those things, too; I believe that they must be 
imbedded in me from birth. They are part of our shared 
genetic code, Father. Is that not what you are thinking?" 

"Oh, so now you know what I am thinking?" 

"Yes, sometimes. I just know that your thoughts are driven 
by the need to control things. It is all about your quest, your 
damned quest." 

"Yes, but now I do not know anymore. I am losing faith in 
my quest. I have been for some time," Jason says, looking 
away, trying to throw a monkey wrench into the 
conversation. 

"Better you buried in doubt than me. I want a fresh start. 
Reinventing stuff is fine with me," Pericles says with finality. 

Jason will not let go. "The party is over. You must make the 
best of things. You must let the earth recuperate, and this 
means saving it from technology." 

Pericles scrunches his face and laughs. "I want to be set 
free. I do not want your kind of education. I want freedom to 
think my way. I do not want any part of what you have to 
offer." 



Jason looks up and winces, "You are going down the wrong 
path. Ever since you were born, you have been condemned 
to repeat the mistakes of the past," he says bitterly. "Perhaps 
we all are." 



CHAPTER 19 
THE SKUNK WORKS 


Sergio and Julio are going over the inventory of vintage 
equipment piled ceilinghigh in huge storage area of the 
Skunk Works as they revisit their quest for power sources. 

"Here are computers that we can rehabilitate," Sergio says 
as he points out the individual devices. "These are first 
Apple computers. We also have a collection of TRS 80s, IBM 
PC's and Commodore 80's. All of them come with printed 
manuals." 

"If only we had more juice! All we have are these old nickel 
cads and solar panels that we got out of storage." 

"Yes, that is a tall order." Sergio laughs. "You need to burn 
something to get power." 

"Or use solar panels." Julio raises his finger. "But that is not 
the answer because when the sun goes down, we have too 
little storage capacity." 

"There is always slave power, but the problem is that you 
need a slave for each light bulb. " Julio keeps up the banter. 
They both laugh. Pericles is not amused to hear Julio and 
Sergio joking about serious business. 

Julio continues, "It is constantly frustrating to imagine how 
before Cybergeddon, our bodies provided all the power for 



networking." 

"Ah yes, inner resources." "Technology went south." 

"Yep! Crazy cyberpunks finished it off." 

There is a long silence since it is considered bad taste to 
bring up Cybergeddon. Sergio breaks the ice by changing 
the topic. "So, what is going on in your genteel existence in 
Elysium, Pericles? We heard that you have become another 
Alan Lomax." 

"Yes, I am still collecting vintage songs and I wish I could 
find a way to record and store them all. Right now, The Well 
is the only game in town. I want a real music career; I am 
bored out of my mind. I really am." 

"What is going on with your father?" 

Pericles' answers mechanically, "He and his cronies want 
to bury their heads in the sand and pretend they are 
building a just civilization based on reconstituted Greek 
culture and values." 

"Just add slaves," Sergio says. 

Julio laughs. "Do not worry about your father and the other 
old folks on the Council; we have a job to do. We have to get 
down to the basics." 

"The basics?" Pericles is unsure what he means. 

"Connecting people again, connecting them like in the old 
days," Julio replies. 


"Telegraphy is just a start," Sergio adds. 



Pericles looks in Julio's eyes, "I am not sure that everyone 
wants technology to work again. They are afraid." 

Julio becomes angry. "I do not give a shit about their 
agrarian ideals based on slavery. We must revive technology. 
Otherwise, we will all be bored out of our minds in 
perpetuity." 

"Yes, we will die of boredom," Sergio agrees. 

Pericles is having some second thoughts about Julio's 
unbridled enthusiasm for what may be a lost cause. He turns 
to Julio and says quietly, "We need to proceed cautiously. We 
have to get support for what we do." 

Sergio teases him, "You sound just like your father." 

"I hope not. I am not like him. He is much too rigid, and 
there are too many ghosts in his life," Pericles shoots back. 

"There sure are too many ghosts. Medea has told me a lot 
about them. She loves to gossip." 

"Then I guess you know what drives him?" 

"Yes, I know he thinks he was sent here to investigate 
whether we Greeks are up to no good, some nonsense about 
weapons of mass destruction," Sergio says. 

Pericles nods. "Yes. That turned out to be a wild goose 
chase. I think he finally understands that he does not have 
the power to do anything. I think he realizes that killing 
people who get in the way does not work." 

"Has your father found his new calling?" Julio wonders. 



"He says he now believes in education, but I think he is 
into slow death. M z' 

"Would you ever work with him?" Sergio asks. 

Pericles frowns. "No way. We do not get along." 

"Perhaps then you can help us full-time with what we are 
doing here. We can do our thing for quite a while without 
The Well. At least as long as we all are having fun," Sergio 
says softly with a smile. 

"I want to, but I doubt that we have materials enough to 
build what we need." 

Julio looks up at the mountain of old computers and waves 
his finger in a circle at it. "You have to be an optimist. 
Otherwise, nothing ever happens." 

Pericles does not answer. Sergio puts his arm on his 
friend's shoulder and pulls him close. "Maybe you should 
take some time off to work things through. Julio and I can 
continue the work on our own, or with you. Whatever you 
decide, we will still be here for you, my friend." 

* 


Pericles follows the advice of his friends and continues to 
spend most of his time downloading music from The Well, 
thinking that perhaps he should team up with Berk because 
of his expertise with recording devices. He thinks a lot about 
music and its power to uplift the spirit. Perhaps he could also 
join up with Julio and Sergio and build something wonderful. 
But, his ennui and his obsession with music overwhelm him. 
As he listens to the amazing world of music that he 



discovers on The Well, he loses his passion for the revival of 
technology and the advancement of his technical career. 

"I wish could absorb music into me. If I could just get far 
enough into the music, nothing else would matter anymore. 
All my pain would go away." 

Pericles closes his eyes, tunes into The Well, and selects 
the music from the brothers Nelson and the young Boy 
George from his playlist. For a while, he is at peace. 



CHAPTER 20 

BREAKING THROUGH TO THE OTHER SIDE 


r ericles is downloading music while sitting at a table in the 

gardens at Elysium, surrounded by blue hyacinths that are 
in full bloom. Sergio and Julio come for a visit to check up on 
him. Pericles does not notice them as they approach. 

"Hey, Pericles, how are things going?" 

Pericles does not answer. He is in a trance, high 
on Daytrain. 

"Come on, wake up." Julio gently shakes him. Pericles 
comes to. 

"Please leave me alone. I have a real cool band called 
Creed on. I am getting into faith." 

Julio rolls his eyes. "We miss you. Come back to work with 
us." 


"I want to, but I cannot." 

Julio looks at Pericles straight in the eyes. 

"It looks like what you are grooving on is Daytrain, my 
friend. You know what that can do to you." 



"I do not care. The magic is in the music, and the music is 
in me. Music rocks. Creed rules." 

"What about your dreams and ambitions?" Sergio asks. 

"Can you not see that I am riding the wave? The wave of 
awesome?" 

Rejected, Sergio and Julio leave. Alone, Pericles goes into a 
new state of isolation and refuses to talk to anyone. The 
servants bring him food, but he refuses even that. Days 
pass. Medea comes to Elysium to look for Pericles, but he is 
not there. 

"He told us he is going on a journey and that he will not be 
back until he completes it," a servant girl explains to Medea. 

Medea rushes off to find Jason. "Your son has gone off the 
deep end. I am worried about him. He is constantly high on 
Daytrain." 

Never one to be a worrier, Jason dismisses Medea's fears 
with sarcasm. "He is just growing up like you said he would. 
He is very independent. Just does not want to have anything 
to do with me," he says spitefully. 

Medea tries to shake Jason out of his complaisance. "He is 
spending too much time downloading music from The Well; 
this could put an end to his future and endanger everything 
that I, I mean we are trying to accomplish. You must do 
something about it." 

"He will find his way. Kids always do." 

"But this time the pied piper has gotten him. No one has 
seen him for days." 



"Then it must be Digi Diva?" 


Medea nods gravely. It begins to dawn on Jason that there 
may be a real problem. Jason's tattoos tell him to see 
Pharmakia, the Daytrain drug dealer, concerning Pericles' 
whereabouts. 


* 


Jason and Medea go to Polis to find Pharmakia sitting 
among several youths plying his trade. 

"I have been expecting you. Pericles asked me to tell you 
that he has gone over to them," Pharmakia says without 
emotion. 

"Over to whom?" Jason asks. 

"Bionica. He has decided to join up with them and asked 
me to take him there. When we got there, Digi Diva took him 
in hand, and he quickly fell into place among the users. The 
second day we were there, I saw him dancing naked among 
the Bionicans in a Teach-in. Digi Diva said he was deeply in 
the groove." 

"What else did she say?" Jason asks. 

"She said he was perfect," Pharmakia replied. 

"Why did she say that?" 

"She said that Pericles is the perfect user; he does not 
cause any of the hackers any trouble and he gives himself 
freely to those who want him. Also, she said to say hello to 
you, Jason, and that she misses you. I understand it has 
been years since you last saw her." 



The idea of his son becoming a Bionican user does not go 
over well with Jason. He becomes enraged and reaches for 
his knife to kill Pharmakia. Medea moves to restrain him and 
says coldly, "Do not kill the messenger, unless I tell you to." 

Seeing Jason's rage, Pharmakia beats a hasty departure. 
Medea says to Jason, "I think it is time for us to go to Plan B. 
Why do you not make a pitch to the Hellenic Council?" 

* 


Jason presents the situation to the Hellenic Council. "My 
son, Pericles, has gone over to the Bionicans." 

"Like father, like son - always going over from one place to 
another," Plato whispers quietly to Aristotle. 

"He has gone on a music pilgrimage," Jason responds 
trying to put a good face on a bad situation. 

"Maybe Gonorrhea is behind this. She has been around a 
lot mentoring the kid," Aristotle whispers to Plato. 

Medea looks at Jason. "There is no use kidding ourselves," 
she says, taking charge of the presentation. "This is a 
serious situation. We do not want to lose Pericles to the 
Bionicans. But let's look at the bright side. This may be our 
last hope to access The Well. Maybe there is a way out." 

Plato looks to Aristotle. "This would be a good time for us 
to clean out The Well cesspool once and for all. And with 
Pericles' help on the inside, perhaps it is finally possible to 
do something that we could never do before," he says, 
staring at Jason. 



Aristotle agrees, "Pericles could help us understand 
whether The Well has anything to offer us. He would be a 
perfect insider to help us transition the users to help us. He 
has the perfect personality to do that. Everyone likes him," 
Aristotle says, looking directly in Jason's direction, implying 
with his stare that this is not the case with Pericles' father. 
Jason is numbed with repressed anger and indifference. 

Plato adds enthusiastically, "Yes, he can help us get data 
to round out our library." 

Aristotle interjects, "Never mind your library. We must 
have him focus on technology." 

Jason does not say anything. He realizes that his son is 
being used as a pawn to betray him. He is dismayed that no 
one is upset that his son has gone over to the other side; no 
one is worried about the young man himself. All these old 
Greeks can think about is how this situation will benefit 
them. 

Off in a corner, as if he has been hiding there for an 
eternity, Berk suddenly pops up again. He thinks that he 
alone has the expertise in dealing with The Well, and with 
Bionican defectors. He slowly moves to the group and waits 
for the gaping mouths to close and an opening to say his 
piece. "I can be of great help as you know." Berk smiles slyly. 
He has been passed over one too many times - not this time. 

Medea says with a sigh, "Finally, we have been waiting for 
years for you to step forward." 

"Yes, I know how," Berk confesses. "But, I also know how to 
get Pericles back. It will require Jason's cooperation," he 
says, turning to look at Jason. 



Jason hesitates and looks away from the old dwarf while 
Medea tries to get his attention. 

"Remember, he is your son," Medea says emphatically to 
Jason. "You owe it to him to help. And you also owe it to us to 
help." 

Jason stares into space. 

"Do not worry, I will be there to help you, Condor... uh, 
Siegfried ... I mean Jason, " Berk stumbles, repeating his 
offer to help. Jason could care less. He does not trust Berk; 
he has never liked him. 

"What have we got to lose," Medea says encouraging Berk 
to say what he has to offer. 

Berk gleefully announces to the group, "I have a deal. Digi 
Diva says that Pericles can come back to Polis if we bring 
Jason to Bionica as a goodwill gesture. What she wants is 
Condor - I mean Jason. If we arrange to have Digi reunited 
with Jason, whom she still claims to love. Digi will cooperate 
with us through Pericles. She might even allow us to access 
The Well through him. I am pretty sure we can work with her 
and the other hackers." 

"She will kill me if I go to Bionica. That is for sure," Jason 
says emphatically. 

"No, she said that there is no such plan. Whether you live 
or die is up to you. Digi says she is no longer angry at you. 
And besides, we have already made a deal. She only wants 
to see you, to hold you like when you were lovers, and to 
talk to you. She wants to understand why you left her and 
why you left Bionica, and whether there is anything left 
between the two of you. She understands that what you did 
was to protect The Well from us Greeks, whom you believed 



were bent on getting data on weapons of mass destruction. 
She also said to tell you that your son, Pericles, is finally 
happy." 

"But what is it that is she after?" Jason wonders. 

"She wants another way of life," Medea says, pretending to 
show her cards. Jason picks up that Medea is hiding 
something. He suspects that Medea wants Digi to take over 
the operations of the Daytrain trade. Everyone appears to be 
talking with Digi Diva about him. He has been traded like a 
horse. Jason feels that he is about to be checkmated. 

"I do not believe you," Jason says. 

Medea shrugs her shoulders and throws up her hands. 
"Does that really matter? You know the drill. You are in 
charge of your destiny. It looks like your life has gone full 
circle. It is time for you to return to Bionica and to face your 
history as Condor. You have to own up publicly for what you 
did. That is also part of the truth and reconciliation deal that 
we have with the Goths. As it stands, you are no longer of 
any value to us Greeks." 

Suddenly, he hears a voice in his head again. It is trying to 
tell Jason something. It is the shrill and now even more 
phony-sounding voice of his mother, Julia. 

"It is true. You must go back to Bionica to fulfill your quest. 
You must preserve my legacy. Xtremus is dead. Long live 
Xtremus!" 

Jason fears everyone is setting him up and that the voices 
in his head have been hacked. He stares Berk down while 
Medea watches him with her cold, calculating eyes. 



"I will travel to Bionica to rescue my son," he says with 
resignation and disgust. "But I will do so alone. I don't want 
any help," he says, glancing at Berk. 

* 


Jason leaves Elysium, taking one look back to what has 
become of his home for nearly twenty years. He passes by 
the fields where the slaves are harvesting beans. As he 
waves to them, they look up and just stare at him. No one 
waves back. He smiles, but no one smiles back. 

Going South, Jason retraces his steps, taking the same 
path that took him from Bionica. He stops by the house of 
the Bead Lady, whom he murdered so many years ago. How 
might his life have been different if he had stayed with her, 
he wonders. The old blind lady, who has been appearing in 
his dreams, now inhabits the Bead Lady's house that has 
become an empty shell littered with dead monarch 
butterflies. The birds disappeared, and the Bead Lady's 
gardens are overgrown with weeds. "Have you fulfilled your 
destiny, yet?" The old blind lady asks, offering Jason a bowl 
of rotten fruit crawling with worms. Jason recoils in disgust; 
he flings the bowl at her head, and she runs off weeping. 

He continues to keep to his old path as if clinging to the 
only thing that he knows for sure. He finds the same 
abandoned house in the Alamo Estates that once provided 
him temporary shelter. As before, he is greeted by a skeleton 
in the easy chair with the hand-painted sign around his 
neck, "I am a pseudo-intellectual." 

He looks around the room filled with books. This time he is 
drawn to the self-help section, including the once popular, 
The Fifty Minute Hour, written in the 1950s. He lies on a sofa 



adjacent to the skeleton and starts talking out loud about 
his life. 

"I tried so hard to do my duty, but nothing has worked out. 

I had to kill for what I believed in. Jason re-imagines killing 
the Bead Lady and executing the Christians. 

He turns to the skeleton whose empty eye sockets stare at 
him. 

"You looking at me?" Jason asks. "You looking at me? You 
looking at me? Then who the hell else are you looking at? 
You are looking at me. I am the only one here. Who do you 
think you are looking at?" he asks again, looking the 
skeleton straight in the eye socket. 

"I know, you are probably thinking that it was wrong for 
me to do all the things that I did, to kill all the people that I 
did, to have all the mindless sex that I had. To neglect my 
only son as I did - is that what you are thinking?" 

The skeleton, which has been inert for all this time, starts 
to nod. Jason hears a woman's voice as the jaw of the 
skeleton opens and closes to mouth the words. 

"Having doubts, now? If so, it is too late." 

Jason recognizes his mother's voice and proceeds to talk 
about himself. 

"I wanted to experience the world and to enjoy its 
pleasures." 

"You are an unreconstructed petit bourgeois hedonist," the 
skeleton says in his mother's voice. "You fell in love with the 
trappings of the good life without understanding the 
responsibilities that it entails. You are no longer a young 



man. You are just a shell, without real purpose and passion. 
We expected more from you." 

Jason looks at himself in the mirror, wondering who the 
"we" is that she is talking about. He has grown older. His hair 
has turned gray. He has become fat. He has learned about as 
much as he can learn. No wonder Julia and Medea and the 
rest are through with him. 

There is a knock on the door. Jason is surprised because he 
thought that this area had been totally abandoned. It is 
Gregory and Margaret, the anthropologists. 

"Hello, can we come in?" Gregory says as he pops his head 
in through the door. 

"OK, with me. Welcome to the haunted house. Have you 
been following me?" 

"Sort of," he says. "Your movements are easy to track." 

"How so?" Jason wonders. 

"Because you are the star of the show," Margaret says. 

"Star of the show? What show?" Jason asks. 

"The only show there is," Gregory says cryptically. 

"What do you mean? I do not feel like a star." 

"That is because you are a falling star. You have become a 
nobody." 

Jason is puzzled. 

Gregory explains, "We have been tracking your life like an 
old TV reality show - a longitudinal case study of identity, 



dedication, and..." 


"Moral confusion," Margaret pipes in. 

"What do you mean by moral confusion?" Jason asks. 

"To put it bluntly, since your childhood you have had a 
penchant for murder and mayhem, and through your life you 
have confused the means with the ends. Now, ultimately, 
you are the one confused." 

"But I had to do what I did; it was my duty." 

Margaret sighs, "Something sure went wrong with your 
moral education. You are so outer-directed. That is what we 
have learned." 

"Duty is not enough," Gregory agrees. 

Jason objects, "What about the possibility of weapons of 
mass destruction? I was asked by Berk to investigate 
whether the Greeks have the knowledge to build them." 

"The possibilities of weapons of mass destruction are 
endless. You should have figured things out sooner. It is not 
rocket science." Margaret says dryly. "Besides, Berk 
encouraged you to keep an open mind. The problem is that 
you DID NOT listen." 

Gregory looks Jason straight in the eye and says, "Berk's 
job was to give you a challenge, but he never told you to kill 
anyone. You did that on your own." 

"But I was led to believe that I had the discretion to kill 
people. He and the others all knew about my hacker 
training. They knew about me killing the users." 



"And you chose to kill other humans just to resolve your, 
uh, cognitive dissonance?" Margaret responds disdainfully. 

"Cognitive dissonance?" Jason wonders. 

"That is just a fancy phrase in psychology. Maybe a better 
word describing your frame of mind is moral turpitude, " 
Margaret clarifies. 

"I like that one, Margaret." 

Jason's face gets progressively redder. He looks around the 
room. 

"Looking for a weapon, I presume?" Gregory laughs 
nervously. 

Margaret mutters, "I told you, Gregory, we should never 
have undertaken this study. It is not replicable. He is a one- 
of-a kind deviant." 

"I resent your intrusion in my private life." 

"You never had a private life. You had a shot at private life, 
but you made your choices in public," Gregory replies. 

"You are a creature of free will, are you not?" Margaret 
taunts him. 

>"What do you want from me? What does everyone want 
from me?" Jason blurts out, desperation seeping into his cry. 

"We do not want anything from you. We are researchers, 
and this is action research and you should know that we 
have always had your interest at heart and that our study 
adheres to the highest ethical standards." 



Gregory pulls out a paper, "It is stated right here, our 
professional code of ethics. We are informing you of your 
rights to know..." 

"thyself," Margaret says finishing Gregory's sentence. 

"Know thyself," she repeats with a pause and then 
finishing her thought she adds, "And that is very important, 
the most precious gift of God." 

"Be a sport." Gregory pats Jason on the back. "As a hacker 
you were privy to everyone's thoughts. You had a license to 
kill. Only now, the tables are turned because you yearned to 
be free. With freedom comes opportunity and responsibility. 
You could have made better choices." 

Margaret looks downright cross. "Maybe it was all about 
sublimation. Maybe you were too caught up in material 
things or sexual desires." 

Gregory laughs, "Margaret, you are getting positively 
psychological. Remember, we are anthropologists." 

Margaret backs off mockingly. "Oh, pardon me, sir, for 
transgressing the discipline boundary." 

"What do I do now?" Jason asks as he looks to the floor. 

"Oh, buck up. You know what you have to do," Margaret 
says. 

"I have to go to Bionica to free my son, and..." 

"And what?" Margaret asks. 

"Set the record straight." "You do that." 



Gregory adds with emphasis, "And remember, the truth 
shall set you free." 

Gregory and Margaret suddenly evaporate into thin air. 

"Just another crappy vision," Jason mutters to himself. 
"First I meet a talking skeleton, and now I am lectured by 
imaginary anthropologists who claim that I am a longitudinal 
study about deviancy. I must be going insane." 

He gathers his belongings, leaves the house, says good¬ 
bye to his host, the skeleton, and leaves the gated 
community. 

He walks for several hours and comes across two Goth 
motorcyclists who zoom by him and wave, as if they knew 
him. It is Nanna and Gunnarr showing off doing wheelies. He 
keeps on walking and comes across the old Indian, Red 
Cloud, sitting down, smoking a peace pipe. It has been years 
since their paths crossed. 

"Did you follow the clouds?" the Indian asks. Jason shakes 
his head. 

"Why not sit with me for a pow-wow." 

"Can't. I am going to Bionica to rescue my son." 

"Then I can't help you. You already know what you are 
looking for." 

Red Cloud continues to puff on his pipe as Jason resumes 
his trek, kicking stones to scare the rabbits that cross his 
pass. Then another distant roar - motorcycles again - only 
this time a cavalcade led by no other than the notorious 
Gonorrhea and the G-spot Biker Femmes, dressed in 
identical black leather jumpsuits. The encircle him and 



Gonorrhea gets off her bike, and he notices that she has 
exposed herself in the same way she did during the pre¬ 
nuptial inspection and walkthrough that preceded his 
marriage to Tara. 

She pulls out a switchblade and, whammo, out comes a 
razor-sharp blade that appears to have his name on it. "Drop 
your trousers!" 

Jason obeys and is not sure what Gonorrhea wants from 
him, or what she intends to do to him. He knows that his 
former sister-in-law has had it in for him for driving her sister 
to suicide. 

Gonorrhea shakes her head in disgust as the other bikers 
nod in agreement. 

"Yours falls short of our expectation. You have passed your 
prime." Gonorrhea and her bikers mount their bikes, and 
without uttering another word, they roar off so that Jason 
can bite their dust. 

Jason pulls up his pants, and realizes that everyone knows 
everything about him and that everyone has his number, 
which when last he looked was 33 - a magic number 
according to the Freemasons and other occultists. 

Jason continues to walk south, looking for that elusive 
stairway to heaven. He stubbornly retraces each step he 
took when he left Bionica, footprint by footprint. When he 
reaches the point on the Santa Monica Mountains where he 
can see the LA basin, it is time for the final name change - 
back to his original name, Condor. He says, "I am Jason no 
more. / am Condor. I am Condor. I am Condor." Suddenly, in 
the back of his mind he gets an error message stating that 
he cannot connect to The Well with a banned name. So he 
tries Condor Junior, but that appears to be taken or possibly 



banned as well. He tries Condor33, Condor4U, and 
"Condorl976. None of them work. Finally, he tries "The Real 
Condor" and that works fine. His sentient tattoos return, but 
he is unable to read some of them since they appear to 
require an update. There is one smudgy tattoo that is barely 
legible; it reads, "Always listen to your mother." He suspects 
that this message is a virus that his old hacker buddies have 
entered into the system to prevent his use of The Well. They 
probably know that he's trying to gain access again. 

* 


Condor arrives at the huge Mormon Temple topped by the 
angel Moroni looking out towards Bionica. As he enters he 
has a vision of his favorite pig, Google, following him down 
the alley and through an opening in the fence leading up 
Santa Monica Boulevard to the Mormon Temple. As before, 
workers in uniform are tending the vast manicured lawn 
surrounding the Temple while others are cleaning out the 
reflecting pool. Several are posted at the entrance and 
inside the building. Again Condor is asked for his 
identification, and as he once did before, he shows them his 
one permanent tattoo, Xtremus, and the guard stamps his 
hand and lets him pass. 

"Berk is back in town and expecting you," the guard says. 

Condor enters through the front door that leads to a huge 
empty hall, where he sees Berk's head bobbing among piles 
of computer hardware as he did when he was a young man. 

"Welcome home, Jason. Oh, I mean Condor, right? 

Condor corrects him, "Now it is The Real Condor." 



Berk says dismissively, "Let us try this again - short time 
no see, The Real Condor. Let us just stick to Condor. It would 
make life easier for those of us who remember you. Now let 
me show you my collection. Your son loves it." 

"He comes here?" 

"All the time. I have the best physical jazz collection in the 
world. I have long play vinyl records, VHS tapes, CD's, 
DVD's, memory sticks, external hard drives, and more recent 
stuff - you name it, I have it. Your son cannot get enough of 
it. This is not virtual stuff; it is the real McCoy. I prefer the 
vintage formats myself, none of that file-sharing crap. My 
collection is legit and copyright cleared for the most part. 
Your son is looking at my collection to evaluate what he can 
download to The Well, not from The Well, but from me to The 
Well. As you can imagine, there are serious gaps in the 
available jazz music on The Well." 

"Does he want to come back with me to live with the 
Greeks?" 

"Not really. He loves Bionica and the Bionicans. He says 
that with Digi Diva he has found his groove. Or, might I say, 
her groove," Berk teases. 

Seeing his joke fall flat, Berk begins to explain how 
Pericles became a Bionican. 

"He was content to start at the bottom, a humble user. He 
gave up his Greek clothes - an act of humility that was 
appreciated by everyone. They say he has the potential to 
become a good hacker, like you, his old man." Berk laughs 
with a heavy dose of irony that Condor ignores. 


Condor stays on track, "What can I do?" 



"It is time for you to settle your accounts. The chickens 
have come home to roost. The game is up. The fat lady has 
sung. It is time for you to come clean." 

"To come clean? How am I dirty?" 

"It is time for your homecoming." 

"What do you mean?" 

"You still do not get it? It is time for us to focus our 
attention on you, Condor, it is time for us to recognize you 
for the person that you are. It is all about your truth and 
reconciliation. It is all about you." 

"It is all about me?" 

"Yes, you are going to get the kind of attention that no one 
in recent history has ever received." 

"Why am I going to get that? Why should I be so lucky?" 

"That is what you are going to find out through this 
hearing. We want you to review for us what you have done, 
when you have done it and why. This is going to be your 
special day. Who knows, you may even receive something 
special." 

Condor pretends to like that idea. He has always felt that 
his work has not been sufficiently appreciated. 

Berk then continues to elaborate, "Or, maybe you will 
have to make amends, but that takes time. Time is a very 
precious commodity, perhaps the most precious commodity." 

Condor ignores this phrase meant to foreshadow what is to 
come. Instead, he blurts out, "I want to see my son." 



"But the question is, does he wants to see you?" 

"Can I see him?" 

Like the younger Pericles, Berk strokes his chin. "I think 
that this can be arranged." But instead of his chin, Berk's 
nose enlarges. 

Berk whistles and two guards enter the room. 

"Take him to see Pericles. But, first shave his head and cut 
off his beard so that the Bionicans will recognize him." The 
guards quickly seize Condor before he can protest, and they 
forcibly shave his head and cut off his beard. This means 
that all his ties to the Hellenic Council have been severed. 
Still Condor is unsure that the Bionicans will recognize him, 
considering how old and fat he has gotten lolling around 
Elysium and eating their honey-dipped treats. 

Following Berk's lead, the guards forcibly escort Condor to 
Bionica, to his old stomping grounds at the beachfront 
Palisades where under the palms a group of young Bionican 
users dance naked to a drumbeat, their bodies covered in 
grime. And there Condor sees her - Digi Diva, sitting in 
Condor's beloved old throne-like chair made from carved 
wood, supervising the users. 

Condor scans the group, makes out Pericles' naked body 
moving among the dancers, and then catches the eye of 
Digi Diva, who rises from the chair to greet him. 

"Hello Condor, long times no see. My, you have changed. 
You are fatter than I remember," she giggles flaunting her 
slim figure. "Regardless, I have a deal for you." She bares her 
buckteeth. 



Condor replies, "There will be no deal, unless I get my son 
back." 

Condor covers his face in dismay seeing his naked, filthy 
son gyrating to the drumbeat, and as he tries to approach 
Pericles, the guards move quickly to restrain him. 

Outraged, Condor screams at Digi, "What have you done 
to him?" 

Digi coolly explains, "We have done nothing to him that he 
hasn't done himself. He came here of his free will. And today, 
your son, your only son, is preparing for your big event 
tonight. You will, of course, have a chance to talk to him 
then." Pericles continues to dance, swaying blindly to the 
beat, paying no heed to the exchange between Digi and 
Condor. 

Berk whispers to Condor, who bends over to hear him 
better. 

"I think you should accept the deal. It would be better for 
you and all of us," he says, waving his hands towards the 
dirty naked dancers. 

"What deal is she talking about?" Condor asks. 

"You are to work with Digi. Together you would make a 
great team." 

Condor does not reply. 

"I do not think you are going to like the alternative," Berk 
says and then explains what is in store for him. "We have 
organized an old-fashioned reunion for you, a sort of This Is 
Your Life show at the Temple. We will start with a reception 
for the special people in your life, who are still alive or with 



us in spirit. Everyone you have ever known, or thought you 
knew, will attend. Even those who are no longer with us will 
be there. And when we are finished with the reception, we 
will have a really big chew." 

Berk stares at condor and speaks slowly, emphasizing 
each word when he says, "So what will it be, schmuck!" 
Condor does not reply. 

So, the guards, led by Berk, take Condor back to the 
Mormon Temple to face the music. 



CHAPTER 21 
SHOWTIME 


Inside the Mormon Temple, the spacious assembly room is 
set up for Condor's roast. Slave workers are putting the final 
touches on special stage area that makes use of the three 
pulpits that were already there, removing many of the 
original theater seats to make way for food service and 
banquet tables. 

Berk, an old movie buff, installed a back-screen film 
projection system to show clips from old Harold Lloyd movies 
on flammable colloid that survived Cybergeddon. Standing 
on a stool, Berk barks the final instructions to the catering 
crew guys, who are setting up long tables with pitchers of 
mead and snacks. He has ordered nut clusters especially for 
the Greeks. 

The sounds of motorcycles and trucks announce the 
arrival of the Goths, led by Mad Moxie and his burly boys. 
They are followed by a motorcycle procession of the G-Spot 
Biker Femmes decked out in their identical black skin-tight 
leather jumpsuits that sparkle in the sun. 

Brandishing their swords and knives, the Goth thugs are 
admitted by the worried guards to the huge assembly room. 
A lineup of topless Goth maidens greet the mostly male 
guests, offering them drinks and snacks as they mingle, 
surrounded by flickering images of Harold Lloyd clinging to 



the minute hand of a clock suspended from a building over a 
busy city street. 

"Welcome to the homecoming," Berk shouts out to the 
Goths. 

"We need more honey-dripping snacks." Moxie yells back 
looking in Berk's direction. 

Berk replies, "Hold your horses. Do not spoil your appetite. 
Wait for the pig roast. We are roasting a pig especially for 
you Goths." Berk grins because roasting pigs is one of his 
favorite things to do, even though he claims to keep kosher. 

"We here to party, bring on your mead." Moxie shouts 
loudly. His companions raise their swords in agreement. "But 
is it truly IPA?" Moxie asks Berk, who assures him that it is. 

Berk turns around to greet John Smith, the jolly rancher, 
and his dour wife, Conchita. Berk stands on his tippy toes to 
shake John's hand. 

"Glad you could make it. We need your expertise as a 
Techie. We are going to have a full house, and will need your 
help with the AV and the avatar part of the program." 

"You better have some guacamole ready for me," John 
Smith growls. Meanwhile, long yellow school buses pull up to 
disgorge the Greek guests, who queue up to enter the 
Temple. 

The guards escort Medea and Thor into the assembly 
room. Medea is wearing a glittering studded black pants 
suit, a large picture hat, white gloves, and oversized 
sunglasses. Thor sports a regal crimson robe with 
embroidered occult signs. Memory and Meditation make 
their entrance, each wearing short shorts and too tight t- 



shirts, emblazoned with a picture of their dead sister, Song, 
over their breasts. 

Medea looks around the room and waves to everyone, 
even those, such as Berk's guards, whom she has never seen 
before. Thor gives a clenched fist salute to his compatriots. 
"Power to the People!" The Goths cheer him with their arms 
raised high. 

Berk makes a motion to his guards to move the group to 
the banquet area in a large assembly room. The Goths follow 
him to their seats. 

Gregory and Margaret are the first to settle in. Gregory 
whispers to Margaret, "They used to hold the antitechnology 
purges here. They killed anyone who had anything to do 
with Xtremus." 

Margaret responds in a monotone, "I heard they singled 
people out and executed them on the spot." 

Gregory agrees with a sigh, "Tough measures for tough 
times." 

"We have not seen the end yet," Margaret says, finishing 
the exchange. 

The lights flicker after all of the guests arrive in the 
assembly room. The room darkens momentarily until a 
spotlight locates Berk standing up on a stool behind the 
pulpit, banging a gavel too large for his hands. 

"Everyone, silence, please. Welcome to our special 
reunion. Please move towards the front of the stage and take 
your seats." John Smith cranks up the AV system to provide 
red carpet background music typically used during the old 
Oscars to accompany the seating of the dignitaries. After the 



music fades, Berk continues. "We have come here to 
celebrate the life of The Real Condor, also known as 
Siegfried, Jason, and Condor to those who are present. 
Condor, please step forward." 

The guards bring fat old Condor up to the stage. 

Berk looks down on Condor's shackled feet and asks, "You 
have come here of your own free will for your reward, have 
you not, eh?" 

"I am here as the result of my quest." 

"We appreciate your dedication to your quest, but today is 
all about truth and reconciliation. Condor, do you think that 
the unexamined life is worth living?" 

This comment gets a laugh from all the Greeks in the 
crowd. 

"What good will it do me to examine it now?" Condor asks. 

"Does it matter so long as you are successful in your 
quest? Is not your quest to die for? We are here to help you 
with that," Berk grins. 

The Goths cheer loudly and raise their fists. The Greeks 
smirk as Berk continues with the introduction. 

"Before we go into the multimedia portion of our 
presentation, which will include shared hallucinations from 
The Well, let us begin this convocation with some choice 
words. The Goths have come to read some of their doggerel, 
uh...poetry. Let us give a rousing hand to the Goths." 

The Goths come up onto the stage, acknowledging the 
applause. Mad Moxie steps forward and bellows out in 



Gothspeak, "Siegfried, or should meh call ya Condor, we haz 
a rap fo 1 ya. Moxie starts his doggerel as his fellow Goths 
cheer him on. Berk signals his staff to turn the spotlight on 
Moxie, who clears his throat and begins to chant. 

You said you wanted to be one of us 

All for one of us 

To join our band 

To fight for Tara's hand 

But you betrayed the Goth cause 

Without the slightest pause 

You hid under Greek skirts 

You wore their fancy shirts 

And you learned their big words 

So death be to you 

Condor, Siegfried, Jason 

Death to all of you Freemasons! 

Let us put a rubber hose 

Into your upturned nose 

Let us put your head on a spit 

Let us throw your body in a pit 

Let us put a sword in your gizzard 



You bloody Bionican lizard. 


Mad Moxie finishes his performance with a bow to the 
audience. The Goth crowd cheers madly while the Greeks 
clap politely. 

"God bless oral poetry," Margaret murmurs sarcastically to 
Gregory. 

Berk thanks Moxie and encourages the other Goths to 
return to their places in the audience. Then he introduces 
Medea, who takes her place at the pulpit and bangs the 
gavel to get attention. 

"Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for joining us on this 
most auspicious occasion. We have come here to bring 
power to truth and truth to power. We have come here to 
review the life of Condor and his various aliases. I have 
known this person since he made his way among the Goths 
and then the Greeks. It was our hope that he would help us 
make use of the wisdom of Bionica. Most of you are familiar 
with him and his quest. Our purpose here today is to help 
Condor achieve closure and to help him understand what his 
quest is all about. And in learning about his quest, may we 
all know a little more about our own." 

Thor joins Medea on stage and puts in his two cents worth. 

"I concur with Medea. We are here to testify and to unify. 
We are here to speak and to listen. We are here to think and 
to feel. We are here to bring everything together to make 
things right. We are..." 

Medea, impatient, interrupts him. "I think we got the 
message. Let us move to the next phase of our program - 
the testimonies. Bring on the girls who devoted so much of 
their time trying to help Condor see the light." She turns to 



Condor, who is squirming in the spotlight, with guards at his 
side to restrain him. Berk signals John Smith to play the 
recorded fanfare. Medea shouts out the cue, "Come on girls." 

Meditation and Memory appear on the stage. Meditation 
steps forward into the light to introduce herself. "I am 
Meditation. This is my sister, Memory. We have come here to 
bury him, not to praise him. My sisters and I spent countless 
hours trying to introduce this person whom we now know as 
Condor to the finest denizens of Greek civilization." 

Meditation takes a long sigh and says, "We dialogued with 
him." 

"We read to him," Memory adds. 

"And we played music for him," Meditation says, her face 
covered in tears. "When that person, who was then called 
Jason, came to us, we taught him everything we knew about 
truth, beauty and the Greek Way. And then he betrayed us." 
They begin to sob. 

Memory composes herself to say, "And our beloved sister, 
Song, is gone. She gave him everything. He used her body, 
and he broke her heart; now she is lost to us." 

Meditation looks in Condor's direction, staring straight at 
him. "Do you not see? Do you not see?" 

Condor has no idea what is he supposed to be looking at. 

Medea leaves the pulpit and joins the two sobbing sisters 
on stage, consoling each in their grief. 

Berk returns to the pulpit and introduces John Smith. "John 
Smith, as you know, was on the team that created The Well. 
He has since then become a proponent of free will, living the 



good life on his ranch, Esperanza, with his lovely wife, 
Conchita. He is our virtual reality expert." 

John sports a suntan and a huge white-toothed smile. His 
gray hair flows to one side. He moves to the pulpit as Berk 
steps down. 

"Thank you for inviting me. I had the privilege of meeting 
this young man when he started out on his quest. I knew 
then that the road would be hard and rocky for him. As you 
know this project, which we call Project Pygmalion, started 
out as a bet between me and Berk." They exchange looks 
and laugh. "And thanks to Medea and the cooperation of the 
Goth and Greek communities, we were able to pull it off." 

Confused, Condor recalls hearing about Project Pygmalion, 
but never realized that it applied exclusively to him. 

"We kept the details about Project Pygmalion a secret from 
Condor to see what he would do with the greatest gift of all - 
free will. He always knew that we were watching and that we 
cared what happened to him." 

Condor screams, "I never had free will. There was a voice 
in my head. She, uh, it told me what to do. I never had free 
will." The guards move violently to shut Condor up. 

"Ah, my dear Condor, you had free will. The voice in your 
head disappeared whenever you wanted it to. You had 
opportunities to love and to be loved, to form friendships, to 
be loyal. What you did with these opportunities is the result 
of, uh, free will. We would like you to take responsibility. 
Freedom is not something that is given to you. It is 
something you have to seek out and embrace. Don't you 
know that freedom's just another word for nothing left to 
lose?" The audience cheers loudly and Smith takes a deep 
breath and continues his talk. 



"Project Pygmalion grew out of a long tradition of reality 
programming that took place when technology reigned 
supreme. There were thousands of reality programs then, 
but since the Plague, we no longer had the energy nor the 
resources to mount them. So this project is something 
special. I would like to thank all the actors in this great 
venture, especially those who so valiantly gave up their lives 
- especially Little Eddie, the Bead Lady, Eric, Olin, Song and 
Simon, the old man by the river, and all the innocent men, 
women and children. These wonderful people enabled us to 
learn more about Condor and what he would do with his 
precious gift, free will. I want to thank all of you who 
participated without divulging the nature of this project to 
Condor, thereby safeguarding the nature of this noble 
experiment." 

Condor manages to loosen the grip of the guards. "I 
protest, I protest. I want a chance to be heard." 

Smith nods to the guards. "Let Condor have his say, but I 
assure you that he will sing a different tune when we are 
done with him." 

Condor is brought to the center of the stage in his chains. 
"Here is your chance to be heard," Smith says as he hands 
him a wireless microphone, the best that Berk can provide. 

Condor takes a breath, stands up straight, and pauses 
before speaking. "I was Condor. I was Siegfried. I was Jason. 
Now I am Condor again. I lived my life as I was taught to live 
it. I was on a mission. I did it without complaining. Now I am 
being told that my life is a reality program. I consider this an 
invasion of privacy. You never had my permission. This is 
entrapment. I object to being an object." 



Smith responds, "We beg to differ. You went along with the 
program. We gave you plenty of clues. Anyone with half a 
brain would have picked up on them. Apparently the light 
never went on in your head. You are the object of your 
obsession." 

"I did what I had to do," Condor mutters in protest. 

Smith wonders, "But why did you kill people who also had 
quests? If you knew that you had your quest, wouldn't you 
know that others have their quests, too? I would have 
thought that you might have been more sympathetic to 
theirs." 

Condor's face goes blank. 

Medea interjects, "Moral education was not featured in the 
database of The Well. When the medium was the message, it 
was easy to confuse the means with the ends. I guess we 
should allow him extenuating circumstances. Or maybe not," 
Medea finishes with a grin. 

"Kill him, kill him, kill him!" the Goths shout out in unison. 
"We want poetic justice. He does not have a poetic bone in 
his body. He deserves to die." 

Medea steps up to the pulpit as John Smith goes 
backstage to resume his AV duties. Medea bangs the gavel 
again. 

"We have to respect due process. This roast is about truth 
and reconciliation." The audience is restless. They want 
blood. 

"Perhaps there are things we can point to that would show 
that Condor discovered morality. Condor, maybe you can 
help us out here." 



"What about the Institute of Character Correction for the 
Young? ICKY was my landmark achievement. I did that to 
help the children." 

There are boos in the audience. Moxie, who has kept quiet 
so far, steps up from the front row with his fist in the air, 
livid. As he struggles to find his words, everyone in the room 
strains to listen. 

"Education ...is the last refuge of a scoundrel," he blurts 
out. 

"I thought it was patriotism," Gregory whispers to 
Margaret, who tells him to shut up. 

The Goth contingent goes wild upon hearing their leader 
use an epithet. 

"Down with education. We don't need no education," they 
shout with their fists in the air. 

"Originality is not a Goth calling card," mumbles Margaret. 

"They are such innocents," adds Gregory. 

"Morons. And besides, is that not a double negative?" 
Margaret always has the last word. 

Medea hushes the audience and announces the next 
phase of the program in hope that light entertainment will 
keep things calm. 

"Let us hear from the Bionican dancers," she shouts out. 

The room becomes quiet. A steady drumbeat begins, and 
the curtain rises to reveal dancing Bionicans keeping rhythm 
to the drumbeats, more or less. Among the dancers is 



Pericles, completely nude with his eyes closed. His jerky 
hand motions and body movements are out of step with the 
others. Margaret and Gregory look at each other bemused. 

"Look at that kid. He does not seem to have any rhythm." 

Gregory responds lamely, "Oh, he is just following the beat 
of his own drummer." 

Pericles moves to the front of the stage and looks away 
from his father. 

Condor shouts at him. "Come back, you fool. You were 
destined for great things. I want the best for you. Son, you 
do not belong here." 

Pericles stops dancing as the others continue. He faces his 
father and says, "You are my father in name only. I was 
destined to be here, and I am happy to be here. I want to be 
where the music is. I'm in my groove!" He bellows as he 
rejoins the dancers, proudly strutting with his member fully 
erect. 

"It's been more than four hours he has been dancing in 
that condition. Maybe he ought to see Medea for help," 
Gregory wisecracks, giving a knowing look to Margaret, who 
is too captivated to care. 

"You will never be free. You will never be free by 
overextending yourself," Condor shouts at his son. 

"Order, order, order!" Medea tries to reclaim attention. "Be 
quiet, Condor, this is your life. This is your life. The show 
must go on." 

Medea then turns to the audience to get on with the 
program as the dancers finish their number and quietly 



leave the stage to scattered applause. 

"We have with us the entire Bionican hacker core led by no 
other than the great Digi Diva, the only female hacker in the 
history of Bionica." Digi takes a bow, flashing her teeth that 
have become her signature. "We also have among us the 
members of her troupe, including Pengo, Draper, Jimmy the 
Greek, and Phiberoptik." There is applause as her colleagues 
step forward. 

Digi Diva begins. "Thank you very much. We are proud to 
have been invited to your show. I only want to say how much 
we miss our old buddy, Condor." 

One of the Bionican hackers shouts out sarcastically, "We 
miss you, Condor. Why did you ever leave us?" 

Medea raises her arm to get attention. 

"But before we continue, your son would like to offer you a 
special drink." Pericles, who emerges from backstage, carries 
a large beaker, which he places in front of Condor. 

"What is it, hemlock?" Condor asks sarcastically. 

"No, it is our highest grade of Daytrain - the very best." 
Pericles assures him. "Let me show you." Pericles takes a sip 
to prove it is not a hemlock. 

"I do not touch that stuff, not ever," Condor protests. 

"We cannot go on with the show unless you imbibe," Digi 
says. "Be a sport old chap, drink up." 

With the guards threatening to force his mouth open, 
Condor reluctantly drinks from the vessel. His acquiescence 



elicits scattered applause and rude shouts from the Goths. 
Everyone wants to see what this drink will do to him. 

"He is again one of us," one of the hackers shouts. 

The Goths shout in return, "You can have him. You can 
have him." 

Medea puts a stop to this by banging her gavel on the 
pulpit. 

"I am sure Condor will want to tell you his story in his own 
words now that he is fully lubricated, but before we get 
there, let us hear it again for the Bionican dancers." 

The drums pick up, and the Bionican dancers return to the 
stage, moving in front of projected images depicting scenes 
from Condor's quest that took him to the Goths and to the 
Greeks. Now the dancers include some familiar user faces 
like Ty, Maya, Nellie, Jennie, Frank, Bill, Gertrude, and 
Martha. Like Condor, they have aged. Digi Diva continues, 
"Some of our dancers have gone to the great beyond - 
Lenny, Phil, George, Suzie, Sasha, Nancy, and Tom. Here 
they are by special request." 

The deceased users appear as holograms for all to see, 
moving right along with the live Bionican dancers. Condor 
catches the eye of the late Simon Girty, who is clutching a 
crucifix with one hand, while throwing a kiss in Condor's 
direction with the other. His body morphs into a tap-dancing 
skeleton singing: 

Toe bone connected to the foot bone 

Foot bone connected to the heel bone 


Heel bone connected to the ankle bone 



Ankle bone connected to the shin bone. 


And then, after finishing up "Oh 'Dem Bones" ditty, Girty's 
skeleton disappears into the mist. 

"Everybody lives forever when they are dancing," Digi 
shouts out optimistically. The dancing by the other avatars 
continues, and some of the audience members join in with 
heavy arm waving. 

Medea takes the microphone from Digi. "Thank you. Thank 
you. This show would not be possible without our sponsor. 
You guessed it - the substance of all substances, the elixir of 
the imagination..." 

Everyone shouts, "Daytrain! Daytrain! Daytrain!" 

Digi calls back, "Things go better with Daytrain!" 

"Train the Day with Daytrain!" the crowd roars. 

The dancers pick up their tempo, thrusting their hips in all 
directions as they work up another round of applause. 

Medea shouts, "Thank you, thank you Digi." Digi takes a 
bow. "We come here courtesy of The Well, the fountain of 
knowledge for everything. If you cannot find it in The Well, it 
is not worth knowing," she says with a wink. 

Medea turns to the audience and slowly raises her hand to 
get attention. "I am glad there is so much enthusiasm. I can 
feel the love. Enthusiasm is a good starting point for 
everything. But before we continue with our event, we have 
a special treat in store for you." 

There is a hushed pause in the audience. Even the rowdy 
Goths pretend to behave. 



"We have for you some special guests and I am sure 
Condor will remember them. First let us remember crazy 
Little Eddie." Medea pauses and looks in Condor's direction. 
"Remember what he said?" 

Little Eddie's apparition is stage center. Nearby, on top of 
a red cushion, is the Emergency Hammer that Condor once 
used to execute him. 

The apparition of Eddie starts the religious rant that cost 
him his life, "And God said, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over ail the Earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the Earth." 

Condor is defensive. "I had to kill him; it was my job. He 
was creating a problem for the rest of the users." He tries to 
grab the Hammer to use it on Eddie again, but a guard 
restrains him. 

Digi Diva defends him in a mock tone. "He was only doing 
his duty, but...maybe he enjoyed it too much." 

"I have been set-up, betrayed." Condor cries out. 

"You wasted your life. You could have been somebody. 
Instead, you chose to be you!" Digi laughs back at him. 
"Heck, we could have made quite a pair." The hackers laugh 
at this quip recalling the days when Digi humiliated herself 
to get Condor's attention. 

Medea whispers to Berk, "Hell hath no fury like a woman 
scorned - something he should know." 

While Digi continues to berate Condor, there is an 
apparition of Simon, the old Christian man whom he 



executed in cold blood. 


"I was the last true witness on earth, and you took that 
away; may God forgive your sins. You murdered the 
innocents, and now they have come to sing for you and to 
forgive your sins." 

The other Christians whom Condor murdered appear as a 
choir out of the mist, each holding a candle, chanting the 
Lord's Prayer. First adults line up on the top row and then the 
children file on the stage, first the taller ones and then the 
smaller ones. As they settle into position, the room becomes 
quiet, except for the pounding of Condor's heart. They all 
sing "Amazing Grace," and before they have a chance to 
finish, some of the Goths in the crowd jeer, demanding that 
Condor die immediately. The leader of the dead Christians, 
Paul, raises his hand to quiet the rowdy crowd, "Please allow 
our brethren to finish their holy song." 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see 

They finish up and then fade away. Simon turns to Condor 
and points at him, "Sinner, repent!" 

Medea turns to Condor, "I see that there are some rather 
strong feelings out there about the way you behaved. Maybe 
you were out of your depth, perhaps too literal in your 
interpretation of things. After all your education with us, you 
should have known better." 

"I followed orders to kill the Christians. I have no regrets." 



The crowd remains quiet as Medea addresses the crowd, 
"Well then, let us meet some of the women in Condor's life." 
She turns to Condor, "Certainly they could shed some light 
on your character. Let them come in the order you met them. 
Remember Beadina, the Bead Lady? She was widely 
beloved." 

There is a long silence and a hush in the audience. 
Everyone has been waiting to see the wondrous Bead Lady 
and finally to hear her story. 

"I am sure you remember her. Everyone knows her." Media 
stares at Condor. 

"How would I have known that? I never heard of her before 
we met." 

"You were not supposed to know. She was introduced to 
everyone after you left Bionica. Before you arrived at her 
house, we were all expecting you to arrive there. We were 
hoping that you would fall for her. You destiny was that you 
two were supposed to be together, forever." 

Digi Diva joins Medea at the pulpit to continue the 
accusations. "Condor, you did not fall for me, and I can 
understand why. We were just buddies, but the Bead Lady 
was different; she was a treasure. She loved you 
passionately. We thought that she would be the girl for you 
and that you would fulfill your quest with the guidance of 
true love." 

"I thought she was a witch with the power to stop me on 
my quest," Condor protests. 

Digi Diva interrupts, "But did you have to kill her? You took 
her treasure. You could have let her live." 



"I had to kill her because she wanted me to kill her, 
because she knew too much about me and about what I was 
going to do. It was her fault that I killed her. She even sang 
about it before we met." 

Suddenly, Bead Lady appears, dancing like Isadora 
Duncan entwined in beads, surrounded by her birds. Her 
head generates a golden aura as she speaks, "Siegfried, I 
mean The Real Condor, I loved you so. I wanted to make you 
happy forever. I warned you that you were heading for a fall. 
I told you that I was the only one who could save you, but 
you did not listen." 

The birds fly away, and the Bead Lady dissolves into 
Teresa, the old woman he met when he was a Bionican 
hacker. She says, "We all grow old before our time. You 
missed your one chance," and then she disappears. 

Medea steps forward and turns to Condor, "We are not 
finished with you yet. So you think you were not a lady- 
killer, huh? Later in your life, with my help, you were 
introduced to your Tara, your dream girl. She enabled you to 
become leader of the Goths; but you failed her miserably, 
both as a husband and as a leader." 

Tara appears, wearing her favorite Disney Snow White 
dress and layers of jewelry. "I could have made you happy 
because I knew you wanted the good life, but you rejected 
me, and you rejected it. You used me for my name and my 
power. I gave you a child, and you broke my heart." 

Standing next to her is Tara's father, Olin, pointing his 
finger at Condor. 

"You were never worthy of my daughter, you Bionican 
scum!" 



Tara and Olin disappear while Medea continues, "Do you 
remember, Condor, the muse in your dreams? She was just 
dying to meet you." 

Song appears and says, "If I had known you were a lady- 
killer, I would have kept you away from my heart. Little did I 
know that you were the cold-hearted murderer of little, itty- 
bitty children. I gave you all of me and in return you broke 
my heart." 

Condor protests, "But that was collateral damage. You 
should have understood what I had to do. Instead, you 
wanted me to indulge your fantasies. I did not make you kill 
yourself. You cannot blame that on me!" 

Song does not answer him and so Medea steps in. "How 
long can you say that? If you had any decency left, you 
would at least pretend to take responsibility. All you say is 
that the devil made you do it." 

Song starts to cry, and Medea goes to comfort her. Medea 
goes to put her hand on her shoulder but since she is not 
there, her arm passes through thin air and Song disappears. 

Berk is now in the audience jumping high to make sure 
Condor notices him. "You are a misogynistic mumsa. I am 
ashamed of having mentored you." 

The crowd becomes unruly and yells out, "Kill him, kill 
him, kill him. He is a phony!" the Goths scream, raising their 
knives into the air. Medea holds up her hand to nip further 
unruliness in the bud. Meanwhile, the show goes on. 

"You all have betrayed me," Condor cries out. "Mother, 
where are you? Why have you forsaken me?" 



Condor's mother appears, but then turns her back on him 
and disappears. 

Medea lowers her voice. "Do you not get it? There are 
many people who would prefer that you were dead. Does 
that not clarify things for you?" 

"I want to live," Condor shouts out, hoping that his mother 
hears him. 

"This is getting mawkish," Margaret whispers to Gregory, 
who quickly responds, "The banality of evil, how boring." 

Medea continues to lecture, "Condor, no, you can't always 
get what you want. But if you try sometimes, you just might 
find, you get what you need. Didn't you know that when the 
going gets tough, the tough get going?" 

"But I want to live," Condor pleads as the crowd boos, 
impatient with what they regard as a breach of protocol. 
They want Condor to man up instead of seeing him jollied 
along by Medea. 

"Think about it. This is the reality show. There are 
expectations, and we have to manage them. Your survival is 
in your hands, and the show must go on. We have invested a 
lot in you. It is payback time." 

"But people need to know." Condor protests. 

"Know about what?" Medea asks. 

"About weapons of mass destructions and whether the 
Greeks could ever use knowledge from The Well to build 
them." 


"Tell us what you think. 



"It has happened before and it can happen again." 

Medea looks at Condor with disgust. "Is this the way you 
want to end your life, like a fool? We gave you every chance 
to get things straight, but you acted on bad intelligence 
even though you were warned. Not only did you not 
measure up to our expectations, but you also limited the 
growth of your son, to the point that his liberal education 
went completely to waste. And now, again, we give you the 
opportunity to become part of the solution, and you reject 
us. Have you no sense of decency, sir, at long last?" 

The room becomes silent. The drums stop beating. The 
Bionicans stop dancing. Medea gives Condor a disdainful 
look from the pulpit. 

"Now it is time for Condor's mother. She has something to 
say to him." John, the rancher, gives the cue for the next 
apparition. Condor's virtual mother, Julia, rises from a giant 
seashell, her hair blowing in the wind. She is more beautiful 
than ever. Surrounded by angels and musicians she makes 
her way forward to Condor. He is excited to see her. 

"Mother, I want to touch and I want to feel you." 

She comes slowly towards him. Her hips move with the 
oohs and aahs coming from the audience. Julia puts her 
hand on his head. 

"Son, it is your duty to embrace your fate. This is what 
Xtremus is all about - living large outside the body. It is not 
about getting fat and old like you have done. They are right. 
We cannot afford to rewrite the script because the 
production is almost over. There can be no re-shoots. This is 
reality. It is your destiny. You had your chance, and it is time 
for you to ante up, to pay the piper." 



Condor recoils in anger and says, "It is not natural for 
mothers to want their children to die. You were never on my 
side. You were never my real mother. You just used me! All 
you ever cared about was your legacy." 

"This is not true; I cared about you." 

"You lie. All you ever cared about was Xtremus," spits 
Condor 

"You had plenty of chances to know the truth. Maybe it is 
time for you to consider your legacy as I did mine. Like me, I 
want you to live forever." 

"I never had a chance because I was a motherless child," 
Condor whimpers. 

Julia disappears, and Medea steps forward to resume her 
role as mistress of ceremonies. 

"Condor, even when you committed the greatest of all 
sins, the premeditated but thoughtless murder of innocents, 
we stuck by you because you sincerely believed that your 
quest, and our project, should not be challenged. But that 
could only go on for so long. Your evil has outlived your 
innocence and usefulness. Our purpose today is not to revile 
you, but to understand you as best as we can. You might 
even say we are here to love you." 

"Kill him, kill him, kill him!" The Goths scream. 

The guards move on the Goths to quell their outburst. 

Again, Medea tries to calm the audience, this time with 
food. "Quiet, please! It is time for the next phase of the 
program. It is time to eat. 



Medea continues her announcement. "And now, to show 
how much we appreciate you, Condor, we will grant you one 
last wish, something that you never did for your victims. For 
your last wish, we have organized this sumptuous last 
supper in your honor. Will the Goths and the other special 
guests, who have been close to Condor, please come to the 
head table to join Condor in this repast?" 

"But a last meal is not my last wish. I want to live," Condor 
protests. 

Medea responds, "Too late, the show must go on, but first 
we must eat." 

Mad Moxie and the other Goths proceed from the buffet 
table to seats at the head table that has been set up on the 
stage. Plato and Aristotle follow, taking places next to 
Meditation and Memory, who are next to Xantippe and 
Socrates, who keeps muttering his barely audible, but trusty 
mantra, "Know Thyself." 

Meditation and Memory beckon Song's apparition to join 
them. All three are laughing and trying on hats brought by 
Tara. They are reenacting Condor's reoccurring dream in 
which eco-terrorists unleash the Great Plague as an act of 
revenge for the destruction of wildlife. "Lions and tigers, and 
bears, oh my." The sisters turn around teasing and feigning 
laughter. Condor now recognizes that the three women in his 
reoccurring dream are Meditation, Memory, and Song. The 
old woman's voice in that dream is his mother, Julia. 

Among those at the head table are others who have 
figured in Condor's life, including the Bionican hackers led 
by Digi Diva; and Goths including Otto and Thor. The avatars 
of Olin, the Bead Lady and Tara, as well as Condor's best 
friend, Eric, join them as well. Medea escorts the bound 



Condor to the table, and he sits down between her and Berk. 
He reads out the names of each of the guests at the head 
table. 

After the dignitaries are seated, Medea commands, "Bring 
on the food for the last supper." 

She claps her hands once. On the side of the enormous 
huge assembly hall, another curtain is pulled open by 
guards to reveal an extra-long table stacked with food. Huge 
platters full of edible delights and delicacies surround a 
gargantuan roasted pig on a spit with a red apple in its 
mouth. 

Berk reappears standing on a chair near the buffet table 
and announces, "There is plenty here for everyone. Please 
help yourselves. Today's feast includes fingerling potatoes, 
organic leeks, tomatoes, and the finest omega-3 ALA kale 
that Daytrain can buy, and some vintage French wine. And 
in the spirit of this occasion, we proudly serve our best and 
most beloved Pig 311." 

As Berk speaks about today's menu, the virtual Pig 311 
scampers across the room out of a mushroom cloud and 
approaches Condor. It looks like his favorite pig, Google, 
whose body had been served up years ago because Condor 
failed to protect him. Condor tries to hug him, but the 
ephemeral pig slips loose and runs away, and disappears 
into the real roasted pig, waiting to be served to the guests. 

As the commoners scramble for food at the buffet, a busty 
Goth maiden carves and serves pieces of the porker to the 
VIP's at the head table. With a big smile, she gently plops 
down a juicy slice for the "guest of honor" who pushes his 
plate away while the others, who have already been served, 
are eager to dig in. 



Condor looks much older than any of the guests, who 
suddenly look as young as they were when he first knew 
them. It appears as if not a day has passed over the last 
twenty years that he has been on his quest. He looks 
uncomfortable and squirms, tries to get up, but is restrained 
by the two guards posted behind him. 

"Eat, drink, and be merry," Medea raises her goblet to the 
crowd. The Goths begin to gorge themselves. Condor refuses 
to eat. 

Medea presses her mouth to the mike. "Do not eat so fast; 
you will get indigestion." This crack gets big belly laughs 
from the Goth warriors who are grabbing at food with their 
hands. 

Condor hears his mother's voice, "I am your mother. I am 
your mother. Do as I say." 

Condor cups his ears to drown her voice out, but she 
becomes increasingly shrill, "You have failed miserably." The 
blind old lady from Condor's early days takes her turn in this 
attack, pointing her gnarled finger, mocking and cursing 
Condor for violating womankind. The Bead Lady follows, 
dances slowly and sings, "AH you need is love. Love is all 
you need," as her sparkling hair changes color continuously. 

All this is too much for Condor, who scrambles for words, "I 
wanted love. I could have used some," he pleads to no one 
in particular. 

The Bead Lady, however, hears him. She stops dancing 
and turns to Condor. "But you never loved in return. Love is 
not something you can possess, nor is it something that you 
just put on, like a piece of clothing." She throws him a kiss. 

"I never asked for it," Condor says in a monotone. 



"Oh, you asked for it," she says and fades into the 
background. 

At this point, Condor's Pericles reappears, naked and 
sweaty, dancing a solo while the audience claps in 
encouragement. He addresses his remarks to his father. "It is 
the music, man. Music is love. You have got to be in synch 
with the rhythm. You have got to be lost in it to find it. Love 
is now, man." 

Condor expresses his hurt and anger, "They are all against 
me. I do not have a friend in the world." 

His dead friend, Eric, appears momentarily. "Wait a 
minute, you had a friend. I did everything for you and you 
took my life. Now whose fault is it that you do not have a 
friend in the world! It is your fault. It is all your fault." 

"But I had to do what I had to do. It was my destiny!" 
Condor begs. 

Medea steps up to Condor, "Perhaps now you are getting 
the point. It is not only about you. Even this roast is not just 
about you. It is for them, too. All these people here are part 
of it. Have you ever loved?" 

"I know what love is about. I loved my quest. I was true to 
my quest, and I loved every moment of it with my whole 
being." 

"You were enslaved by your perverted idea of the future. It 
was never about taking the world as it is and embracing it. It 
was always about changing it," lectures Medea. "This is the 
best of all possible worlds." 

"I did my duty to protect The Well to prevent weapons of 
mass destruction and to save the environment. I did what I 



was told." 


""You fool! The Well is obsolete. The time for saving the 
environment has passed, and our days are numbered. All 
that we can do is run out the clock until doomsday when 
there will be nothing more for your vultures to eat." 

"Why me? Why is everybody always pickin' on me?" 

"You are the scapegoat. The joke is on you, and we have 
the last laugh, you post-apocalyptic party pooper! Admit it, 
you have been a stupid scoundrel looking for your last 
refuge, always hiding under the skirts of your many lovers, 
myself included. If you were smart and inner-directed, you 
would have been more successful. You would have seen 
things for what they are." 

"Maybe I can still learn," Condor pleads. 

"Too little, too late. Your probationary period is over. You 
have had twenty years. Your time has come my boy toy." 
Medea says as she turns away from him. 

"Why are you turning your back on me? I was always 
faithful." 

Medea sneers, " Every dog has its day." 

"Kill him, kill him, kill him!" the Goths shout in 
exasperation. "Put him out o' hiz misery!" 

Medea quiets them down again and turns to Condor, puts 
her hand on his shoulder and says with exasperation, "Why 
don't you just sit down and mull this over so that we can go 
on with the show?" 



Instead, Condor conjures his own hallucinations. He sees 
Google eating out of the hands of Moxie. His son Pericles is 
dancing too close with Song's ghost. His mother Julia is 
running off with Gunnarr on a motorcycle. And, the Bead 
Lady reappears, beckoning him to join her on the other side. 

"Come, come away with me; I can still make you happy," 
Beadina intones loudly. 

The Bead Lady suddenly vanishes and another apparition 
fades in. This time it is Condor's deceased wife, Tara, 
surrounded by a virtual tornado of luxury goods. Her sister, 
Gonorrhea, takes her by the hand to confront Condor. Tara 
shouts at Condor's face, "Siegfried, is that really you? You 
were to be my life's partner." Tara disappears to make way 
for the next ghost. 

Song, with naked Pericles standing by her, plays a sad 
song on her lyre, not saying a word. She starts to weep upon 
making eye contact with Condor. She continues to strum the 
lyre and invites Pericles, to sing with her. A choir - the G- 
spot Biker Femmes led by Gonorrhea - lines up behind Song 
and Pericles, humming the spiritual, "Sometimes I Feel Like a 
Motherless Child," led by the piercing soprano voice of 
Gonorrhea, concluding the solo: 

Who's got a shoulder when I need to cry? 

/ feel restless and I do not know why 

Cry for help, but still feel alone 

Like a motherless child a long way from home 

Lord I am lost I cannot find my way 

I am dealing with the struggles in my day to day 



My soul is weak and I wanna be strong 

I try to run away but I've been running too long. 

"Thank you, girls." Moxie gives the nod to the biker choir 
and shouts out to the crowd, "Let's hear some applauso for 
Song and Gonorrhea and the G-Spot Biker Femmes." As the 
audience bursts into applause and whoops, Song disappears 
while Aunt Gonorrhea and Nephew Pericles roar off together 
on a motorcycle joyride. 

Moxie thumps his knife on the table, "We want a roast...I 
mean a toast. Siegfried, give us your poetry, man." 

There are voices of mock encouragement in the audience 
as guards come for Condor, who has yet to touch his food. 

Two guards drag Condor out of his chair and lead him 
reluctantly away from the table to a podium on a riser. 
Medea brings over a stool so that Berk can climb up to 
adjust the mike for Condor's height. She whispers into his 
ear, "We've all been waiting a long time to hear what you 
have got to say in a poetic way." 

Hunched over, Condor stops hallucinating and cries out in 
desperation, "I cannot stand it. I want to be free." 

"Poetry will set ya'II free." Moxie shouts out 

Medea offers Condor a sip from the beaker that she spiked 
with Daytrain. 

"Just drink more of this to make you feel better." 

Condor sits down and drinks the Daytrain. He rises slowly 
and extends his arms to the audience. At first, Condor 
babbles inaudibly and the crowd becomes restless. Moxie 



shouts, "Kill him. No poetry in his blood. Get this over with." 
Other Goth voices shout in a chorus to egg Condor on to die 
like a poet. 

"Ya'll owe us. Owe us. Owe us.." 

""Let us hear ya'lls verse." Moxie shouts out, making his 
signature throat-cutting gesture. 

Again Medea tries to calm the Goths, "Gentlemen, let us 
have some due process here. We are no lynch mob." 

Condor steps up and addresses the crowd defiantly, 

"I will give you what you want so that you can do what you 
want: 

Anointed by you 

To see my quest through your eyes 

It is now a sham. 

Condor finishes his haiku, and the audience is silent. They 
expected more words. 

"Short an 1 sweet, no way a bad poem fo 1 a Bionican," 
Moxie opines "but maybe he haz more fo' us." 

After a silence marked by indecision and indifference, 
Condor shuffles his bound feet and steps up to take control 
over his body. He slowly raises his arms in the direction of 
the audience and looks over defiantly at Digi with an ironic 
smile. He quotes from Genesis the exact same words that 
provoked him to execute crazy Little Eddie a long time ago, 
"And God blessed them, and God said unto them, be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the Earth, and subdue it; and 



have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 
Earth." 

Hearing the Biblical rant, Digi and the other hackers 
automatically spring into action. Following the procedures of 
their hacker profession, they first try to silence Condor and 
to bring him back to reason. 

Digi faces Condor in a last ditch effort to save him, 
pleading with him to recant, "Please don't leave me again. I 
never wanted anything else from you. I only wanted you." 
She smiles revealing once again her buckteeth in the hope 
of rekindling what was once between them. "You know what 
I have to do, so please stop so that I can save you. You have 
my word." 

Condor ignores her and keeps on quoting scripture with 
his crazed eyes now turned upward. 

"To think you were once one of us," Digi yells at him, as 
contempt washes over her in a knee-jerk reaction to the 
Word. 

Condor's religious rant is now in full throttle, leaving Digi 
no choice. She wipes her brow and prepares herself mentally 
for the next step - the final go-for-it. 

Condor covers his head, falls on one knee, and reaches to 
heaven. He continues to quote scripture, "And God said, 
Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is 
upon the face of all the Earth, and every tree, in which is the 
fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat." 

The word "meat" hits a nerve in the hackers. They know 
that this is the cue to bring the deep-red cushion and the 
Emergency Hammer. 



Digi Diva carefully examines the jagged edge of that huge 
golden hammer and lifts it up to get the feel of the serration 
on her skin. As Medea looks on in silence, Digi approaches 
the genuflecting Condor from behind. There is not a word 
from the audience, which is finally about to witness what 
they had wanted all along. Berk blows his nose to break the 
silence. 

Digi lifts the sledgehammer high above her head and 
emits a hefty grunt as she slams it down on Condor's head, 
but miraculously Condor manages to rise and stand his 
ground for several minutes in silence. Tears of red nectar fall 
from his eyes and fill the air with the sweet scent of 
ambrosia. 

As Condor slowly extends his arms to Digi and Berk, a 
stream of bright light from his eye sockets and gaping 
mouth covers the gathered crowd with golden brilliance. 
Then yellow Butterflies flutter out of Condor's cracked skull, 
at first a few and then hundreds fly out and land all over his 
body; soon they too fill the hall - yellow butterflies 
everywhere. Then, while the invisible chords of his life are 
being cut, a final tattoo message flashes on his arms, 
"Always listen to your mother!" Condor acknowledges the 
message with a knowing smile as he crashes facedown to 
the floor. Spilling his last breath, Condor whispers inaudibly 
to his fading tattoo, "Mission accomplished!" Digi and Berk 
turn away from Condor's crumpled body to face the 
audience. 

Berk clears his throat and adjusts the mike for his height. 
His deep voice echoes as the audience starts to shuffle out. 
"I would like to thank all of you for coming to bear witness. 
Please give a round of applause to the Bionicans for putting 
on such a wonderful show. We all have gained a lot from 



examining the life of Condor, who found out that the 
unexamined life is truly not worth living." 

There is a hearty applause as Berk and the guards prepare 
for an orderly exit. Meanwhile, Digi Diva and her hackers 
remove Condor's body from the stage while the audience 
exits from the assembly hall. The Bionican drumbeat tempo 
slowly picks up, and the sweet aroma of nectar permeates 
the air as the Greeks and Goths move through the temple to 
the exit. The crowd disperses as the smoke and noise of the 
rumbling motorcycles and trucks fill the outside air. 

Moxie and Thor scamper off to the Temple gardens where 
their hot air balloon is waiting for take off. 

"My wish has come true," Moxie says, hugging Thor as 
they rise into the air to the cheers of the onlookers. 

Emerging from the crowd, Aristotle and Plato have a 
competitive tete-a-tete, each quoting the wisdom of their 
namesake to shed light on Condor's roast. Plato begins the 
exchange. 

Plato, "Death is not the worst that can happen to men." 

Aristotle, "It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to 
entertain a thought without accepting it." 

Plato, "The object of education is to teach us to love what 
is beautiful." 

Aristotle, "Educating the mind without educating the heart 
is no education at all." 


Plato, "The first and best victory is to conquer self." 



Aristotle, "He who has overcome his fears will truly be 
free." 

Medea approaches Plato and Aristotle and says, "I hate to 
interrupt your dialogue, my esteemed colleagues. Looks like 
our Bionican did not pass the orals. Contrary to what I 
believed at the start, he just did not have the right stuff. I 
am sorry to have failed you." 

"Too bad. Maybe you will have better luck with your next 
protege, Pericles," Plato says sarcastically, cupping his ears 
to muffle the Bionican drumbeat that is still audible. 

Medea laughs, "I am afraid Pericles is totally devoted to 
dance and music. I doubt even I could interest him in a 
quest after his joyride with his Auntie, Gonorrhea, who is 
offering him an opportunity to sing with the G-Spot Biker 
Femmes." 

"Whatever it takes. Chew on this: Musical training is a 
more potent instrument than any other, because 
rhythm and harmony find their way into the inward places of 
the soul." 

Aristotle quips, "You cannot go wrong with music." 

Medea agrees. "That is the plan. Let young Pericles get it 
out of his system. Then we can see what he can do for us," 
Medea says confidently. 

Aristotle rolls his eyes and says, "The Well is deep, and 
Gonorrhea's reach is wide. He might just fall in and drown 
for good, but we will leave that up to you and to Digi, our gal 
in Bionica. Remember this always: Time crumbles things; 
everything grows old under the power of Time and is 
forgotten through the lapse of Time." 



Medea, not to be outdone, tries her favorite bard. "Let's 
hear from Sappho: There is no place for grief in a house that 
serves the Muse." 

"Enough wisdom for today," Plato shouts pointing to the 
departing buses, not wanting to miss his ride. Catching up 
with the other Greeks, Medea, Plato, and Aristotle get on a 
yellow school bus that will take them north to Polis. Medea is 
the last to board, wiping her brow, relieved that the ordeal is 
over. 

"There they go." Medea points to the far-away hot air 
balloon carrying off Thor and Mad Moxie to the wild blue 
yonder. 

"Maybe something good will come from this," Aristotle 
says casually to Plato. 

"Cannot expect much from human sacrifice," Plato 
responds dryly. 


* 


Digi, with Berk bringing up the rear, leads a small funeral 
party out of the temple to the Bionican boneyard in Silicon 
Beach. Guards load Condor's body onto a truck driven by a 
familiar driver, Otto, the Goth. There are no words, no tears. 
They drive down Santa Monica Boulevard, careful to avoid 
the huge potholes that are never repaired, passing by empty 
and abandoned office buildings and stores that were 
ravaged by mobs long ago. As they approach the Pacific 
Ocean, they pass by a line of huge damaged stone 
monuments facing the ocean like the mysterious statues of 
Easter Island. The California versions are replicas of silicon 
heroes. Inscriptions emblazon each stone likeness with 



names such as Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerman, Larry Ellison, 
and off to the side, Meg Whitman. Alongside each name, 
numerals indicate the net worth of the moguls when they 
died. 

The funeral party arrives at Silicon Beach near the ruins of 
Santa Monica Pier and its rusted Ferris wheel. The mourners 
arrived at a place where they have been many times before 
- the Bionican boneyard by the sea, surrounded by a wall of 
scrapped hummers that the eco-terrorists confiscated in the 
name of earth justice. 

Digi and her hackers hoist Condor's corpse over the 
boneyard wall, dropping it unceremoniously on top of the 
bones of Little Eddie and all the other users Condor and his 
colleagues executed years ago. She blows him a kiss. 

A large moving shadow swoops down on Condor's body. 
The vulture is ready for him. It has been waiting a long time. 
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